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"I that he, as well as the reſt of the A 
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ed to the World; that they ſaw the Glory of God, 
manifeſted in his Son Jeſus; that they were Eye. 
witneſſes of his Death and Reſurrection ; that they 
every Kind of Proof they could deſire; for 
they not only ſaw, burfamiliar! y converſe with hi 
he was ktiſen, on which Account there * 
be no Polſibllity of their being deceived z 
Ae they were certain of the Truth 5 
thoſe Things which had made ſuch a Noiſe in the 
World, and that chey declared only what they - 
Had ſeen and heard, and with no other View, than 
that all People might have Fellowſhip with them, + 
and with ih Father, and with his Son 2 Gris, 
— This is the Purpott of Part of this C 
And in the ſane Strain might the Miniſters 
Chrift fill addrefs their Hearers, The Being, C Glo- 
ry and Power of God, which we have clearly ſeen 
from the wonderful Works of Nature; thoſe great, 
Truchs, which we have learnt from the Holy Scrip- 
* auc from thoſe E Men, who iave made 


- Sxnw, it their whole Study and Employment to illuſtr: 
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— thoſe we ſer before"you in the cleareſt Light we ere 
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ly our Fellowft#p is with the Father, and with Bis 
= Feſus Chriſt. — This is the End which every 


one, who is called to be a Preacher of God's 
Word, ought always to have in View, and pro- 


1 to the utmoſt of his Power. 


Being fully perſuaded therefore, that it is the Du- 


hings, to the End that we may all have Fellow- 
ip in Chi Jeſut, I, tho* the leaſt among the 
Number ſet apart for fo glorious à Purpoſe, pro- 
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e ſubſequent Diſcourſes, to which. this only 
1 as an. Introduction, ſome Late, Reflec- 
portant Sub- 
namely, Fit, 5 Phat th thaw 3 is a W 
Zing, . Secondly, The Certainty of a Future State, 


ieh, The Divine Authority of the Scriptures. 
| Abd laſtly, the Truth and Certaipty of the Chrif- 


as Religion: Subjects ſo abſolutely neceſſary to 
be conſider'd by all ee that their Eternal 


Have ines or Miſery great depends upon: theis 
Fuel} influenced by them 8 4 


7 that theſe Topics have already been il- 
luſtrated and eſtabliſhed by much abler Pets than 
mine, yet 'tis poſſible, but few of my Hearers 
have had that Opportunity of reading, or reflect- 
ing ſeriouſly on 15 fundamental Articles of our 
moſt Holy aith, as we have had; and whillt chere 
remains one unconverted, or unconvinced Per- 
> us, it would be à Shame for our Pro- 
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feffion to be ſilent.— But, ſhould there be 2 
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ſhould® there ariſe Crouds of impidus Wretches 1. 
who make a Mock at Sin, and laugh at Religion 5 
 Nhauld there be Others, who, progeny ns, they = 

| profeſs themſelves Diſciples of the Bleſſed Jeſus, . 
pPractiſe all the Duties of Chriſtianity, if they practiſe 1 
them at all, with the utmoſt Coldneſs and Indif- 7 
ference; ſhould there be ſuch as theſe, is there not * 
abundant Reaſon, think you, for us to declare a- 1 
gainſt ſuch Impiety, and to uſe our beſt Endea- ; 
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vours to ſtop the Progreſs of ſo growing an Evil? 3 
It muſt be acknowledged, tho with Shame and I 
Confuſion of Face, that this Age abounds with 3 
too many of this Sort; that not only the Aban- I 


"doned and Licentious, who are not aſhamed open 
ly to practiſe all Manner of Vice and Wicked: 6 
neſs ; but even ſome ſober ſerious Perfons are weak 
enough to ſubſcribe to thoſe pernicious Tenets of - 
theirs which introduced and cheriſhed it ; that there 
are Men, with one Foot in the Grave, who are 
fooliſh and daring enough to maintain with Zeal 
and "Warmth the Devil's Cauſe; that too many 
frequent our Churches, not to grow bettet 
by what they ſhall hear, but to cavil and find 
fault; if this be the true State of the Caſe (and 
that it is really fo, T am perſuaded every under- 
ftanding Man in this whole Aſſembly will acknow- 7% 
ledge, tho“ 1 hope with Grief) there can ſurely — 
need no Apology for offering the ſtrongeſt Argu- = 
ments we can collect, in order to confirm” the 
weak, and to recall ſuch Sheep as are either thus loſt, 
ot run aſtray. Who knows but Conviction, like 
Lightning, may flaſh upon them; but ſome Who 
came here with mean, ungenerous Views, may 
meet with Something, which may give them a 
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=_ . ko, ſenſual Enjoyments of this trankitory World. 
A 8 Tis true, indeed, there are hut Very few, who will 
- acknowledge chemſelves to be abſolutely Atheiſts; 
but there are Multitudes, who, if you'll give Cre: 
dee Attions, if you'll amend to their, Dif 
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thens, Jews, Turks and Chriſtians, di 
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juſt ſuch a God as their baſe F Fears would wiſh Him: 


ime; at preſent 1 


theirs, w 


ich have induced them © embrace ſuch 
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The fieſt and principal One is thisz—they are 


which they have contracted, and are tempted; by 
their Hopes 
Almighty to diſtruſt, i 


not deny his . 
Providence. For of theſe miſguided, ay, 
infatuated Men, we may very 
their Reaſon is ſo blinded, fo biaſſed by the va- 
rious Allurements of this preſent World, in which 


well dads. that 


it centers, that they cannot entertain a Thought 


of, © {6 to themſelves the leaſt' Ha 
wa pen ves pres 


A 3 indeed will dire their Theugktz a little 
er Latitude with regard to God and themſelvesz 
acknowledge a Deity, and confeſs that he has 


the all- wiſe Governor of the Univerſe, and that 
"ris our bounden Duty, as well as Intereſt, to obey 
him: But when they conſider, that there are Hea: 


over the habitable World,” and different 
all of different Faiths that each of theſe con« 


ceive their own Way of Worſhip pureſt; and that - 
the Religion they profeſs gives them the beſt and 
ſureſt Title to Salvation; like ' ſome” timorous | 


Travellers at a Croſs-way, inſtead of going forward 
in the right Path, by the Guidance and good 
duct of cheir judgment, they ſtand ſtill, 7 


NEE" *canclude, 
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Artribute, an chey have /roptſented ith S6. 
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eben White dent eee 4-4 128 
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and diſtinguiſh. between Troth--and-Falſhood, | 
with the ſame Cate and 


Sodlineſs and Impiety, 
Citcumſpection only as a common Tradeſman 


cern, Principles, 
ſions, the true Religion from the falſe, and the 
ſtrait Ways 1 God himſelf hath challꝰ d out 


for them, in order to their ſake Arrival at eternal 
Happineſs, from the crooked Parhs: of petverſe 


and pie Sinners. 
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If theſe Men are 1 and unhappy, from 


N | their. dangerous and deſtructive Opinions, as 1 


readily allow they are, what then muſt thoſe be, 
who profeſs themſelves Members of the Chriſtian 


2 Church; who conftantly, in the moſt ſolemn and 


= publick Manner; ” aſſent to all the Articles of its 


moſt Holy Faith, and yet by their looſe and un- 
guurded Lives, too evidently- demonſtrate ng | 
to 


their Devotion is merely formal; who 
— — indeed, that the Kingdom of Heaven is 
2 yet by their Practice ſhew, that they 


22 
— * Father, and nd Hein thro? Grace, to ſo glorious an 
Inheritance; and yet ſo little regard thoſe ineſ- 


A Soon their continuing City; who are 
to be reckoned” Saints, Heirs of 
joint Heirs with Chriſt, Sons of ſo rich 


timable Bleſſings, that they ſeldom, if ever, take 


m into their ſerious Conſideration, and ſet 
low a Price on their Birth · right, that they are 


ready at all ane , to ſell it for a Meſs | 


| of Portage? | 
Now orinever; therefors, it muſt be.needful to 


between Profit and Lads, they would ready diſ- 
and natural Conclu- 


doubt not, almoſt every one here preſent will. very. | 
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may per an 3 
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Atheiſt, the Deiſt, and ſeveral other miſtaken 
Men, ranked under different Denominations, are 
ſo unaccountably prejudiced againſt every Thing 
that beats the Face of Religion, ſo bigatied. t 
their own Opinions, that tho? the ſtrongeſt 
moſt convincing Arguments have been — 
againſt them, Arguments, which the viſeſt 4 
them have not been able to gainſay, are ſo 
74 in their Opinions, fo attached to their fanci 
iberty, that they Il even be deaf to n 
For which Reaſon many good Men have given 
over this Taſk, as an Undertaking fruitleſs and un- 
ſucceſsful, and have zealouſly adviſed Others to do 
the like, leſt they ſhould do the Enemies Work 
for den, by raiſing Doubts in Mens Minds, who. 
otherwiſe perhaps might never have had any). 
This I muſt confeſs would be a very  ſubſtan- 


tial Objection, were it ans true; ** even 
then, 
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Religion ; if ſ6, what Advantipes 


=_ ey ty ng the Weak and Illjterate 
4 den 9e Silence on the fundamental of 
our Religion? May 'they not infin that" we 


dare jiot attack them? May they net impute our 
_  / Silence to the Weakneſs of our Cauſe? We are 
-  fnfible how well adapted t the Wickedvuſs 'of 
due Titnes are their" Doctrines; that Mien, ho 


on à Future State, when ean expect no 
thing but Torment from it, muſt be very uncom- 
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—_ - Tem wo If under the Banner of lebe + NR 
=: "Morewver; how exp we ape to turn the Sink 
from his evil Way, if we do not firſt of all 
ſtrate to him the Danger of his Sins, and 

i ah fame Time lay before him the joyful Doc. 
trine of Forgiveneſs ? The Subjects, therefore, 
are well worth 
e cleareſt Light, and 
re je the A ſerfs Attention a To 
je Weak with convincing Arguments for 
| bas ing to Silence the Arheiſt and Infidel, is ſurely 
no trivial Undertaking. This is what I hope to ac- 
Sale er n that you may have an Idea, of the Pro- 
| of my'Svcceſs in this Attempt, I thall lay 
Shea in a few TH, the ny 1 intend to 
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2 therefore from the Nature of the Soul, 
oſt univerſal Conſent of Mankind, the un- 
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m Wl Chriſtian Religion, from the Progreſs it made in 4 4 
pe a ſhort. Time; 5 f 4 
a- abandon'd every Thing, Life itſelf, in D | | 
I BY of a Doctrine, of the Truth of which they had every JF 
11, kind of Proof; and, I hope, when theſe Thi „e 
a- are duly weigh'd, you'll ſee the Baſeneſs and 4 
iis Wl ſurdity of ſome Men, and be convinced of he 3 
n- abſolute Neceſſity there is for every one of us to. 'Y 
fe Bi follow the Precepts of our moſt Holy Religion; * 
ill al ens all dur Souls, and with all our 3 
les trength; to be conſtant in the dus Diſcharge of 2 
be blick, as well as private Duties; to be 3 
ue eee 2 
ty Neighbour as our] ves; to do to all Men, as we I 
4 that they ſhou'd, do unto us; In a Word, 4 
V vock out our Salvation with Fear and Trembs, 4 
1 . the Proſecution of theſe few. promiſed Dic. 2 


courſes, I am determined to ſpare no Pains to be 
well informed myſelf, nor do I intend to offer | 
Arguments which, art not ſolid and kant. 
e hk 
Pear to nor urge, or inſiſt upon 

which I am not fully convinced of in my own. ; 
Ji t; always making choice of ſuch as are 

moſt obvious and inconteſtible, and adapting: 

chem as much as poſſible to the Capacity of every, 
Hearer. 

To conclude, I muſt beg my Hearers Plitience 


and Attention, entreat them to lay aſide all Pre- 
judice and Prepoſſeſſion, and to judge im i . 5 1 
for Prejudice 13.200) apt to. blind and ae 2 
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2 3 5 ent of tile rot 1 nous: 17 55 
em corifider; that ſottle of 1 
* dae 450 ve the Ca cities #h 
E 4 bons = the wiſeſt of Men; 1 8 oF f 
E | | leaſt "among Men, ff T chvbid vie BYE . 
tixfatioh in e Paſtictifars, 1 Hope 
cue oy Krones and confider, wy My 1 8 
3 and rt t able to extend Hſe t6 the ute L= 
_ its of tacit Knowledge; and the might 
=  Coretivnſions ein never be ale tc ch 
e fles of Truth; ſo that my Thofaice' 125 
I rhpetfe& Performance can be fo Ways prejudicial 
= cc che Chrifflah Cauſe, which I have not uiitet- 
4 "Va > taken to defend; out of any vain — 4 eit of my 
deen Abiftles; bor do 1 flatter myſelf, 1 Wa 
ec ttenger urch tian fave 
=. been Urgec mn Beftnce oe, juſt anck geock a ome Hops 
as 


8. 
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Hut 1 muſt acknowledge t1 Rave 
of ſetting rheſe Truths 18 is clea a Light, 

of Sees s thi Patt Au Wa leck. 

1 have little Time for , and very few 


he Opportunities of being jolie n Ca 
* 


Dine ines of tet moſt Holy 
afforded them, from a regular Attendance on 
, at the“ xted Hours of pu pub Worth, uy 
is therefore a Dury highly incumbent ort us 
eh Seed, as de ſhall e moſt conductve to 
on forward the Wark of'S W ET ers 
c cheſe Things, upon which e 
1 ſo very much depends: Surely no one, whe 5h 
believes that he ſhall" live, either in che moſt 
= exalted. Pleaſures, or in the moſt ex viſite Tor- 
=» mients for ever kl ever, will fand in Need of be- 
dg intreatedd to lend the cloſeſt Attention. 
| Sao it pleaſe the Divine Majeſty to giv 
Weng to e Fee, r chef Het bail 
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Te 1 nenen nes th 
up thoſe, in their moſt H Holy Faith, who already Szzw, 


believe, confirm and eſtabliſh thoſe, who are wa- I. 
vering and unſtable, and confute thoſe, who ob 
ſtinately oppoſe his Sacred Doctrine ! This is the 
only Satisfaction I pro ſe to myſelf ; this the ut 
mot Kods of ny Aud ition : And to confeſs free- 
ly, I feel, methinks, * ful Effects, and ſee 
the le Proſpect lie bef ore me,— But above 
all, let us humbly implore his Divine Goodneſs, 
to ſoften our ſtony Hearts with the Influence c 
his Spirit, and with his own N to nepal - 
them the Seeds of his true Religion, that 
there take deep Root, and bring forth Fruit an 
3 W 


hundred-fold, 4 his Honour and Glory 
tis God alone, who can work a 
bay pr ann Mw et res, rung 
exhort and perſuade one another FEE. to the 
eds a org: 


SERMON. 


J. On 


| That there is a Suproms 8 


1 Ane * af” .& T — AA * * * 1 "Trp * n 
9 ®” 


2 3 1 Ver. 1 | 
" The Fool bath fard i in hrs Heart, there 15 10 God 


* TP very plain and obvious, that one would 
* think they ſhould need no Comment to 


explain them. The Being of a God is ſo evident 
from 2 Object that furrounds us, that no one 
but a Foot c 

God; but ſince all Ages have produced Men, who 
either actually have . or at feaſt have pretended 
to be, Atheiſts ; and fince many, even in exalted 


der to promote forme wicked Deſigns of their own, 
uſed their | utmoſt, Endeavours to draw the Igno- 


Thinking, it can never. be improper to adviſe all 


, mine thoroughly i into a. Circumſtance of ſuch Im. 
portance, and not indolently and wickedly to be- 
tray their own Souls to Mifery and Deſtruction, be. 
cauſe others are either ſo fooliſh, that they cannot 
ſee, or ſo wicked, that they ſtifle their on Con- 
ſciences, and will neither caſt their Eyes on the 


AT 


themſelves,” that there muſt be ſome Power ſupe- 
rior to them, who could create a World replete 


here 
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HE Senſe of * vrecdiing Words'i 18 1 SERM, 


ould A 492 y ſay in 71s Heart, tbere is no 


Stations. and reputed Men of Senſe, have; in or- 


rant and Unwary into fuch an unhappy Way of 


Men, to have Recourſe to their Reaſon, and exa- 


wonderful Works of Nature, nor reflect within | 


with ſuch a Variety of beautifuł and uſeful Ob- | 
jects. Let me appeat to any, the moſt Illiterate 
B 


IT. 
— — 


' 3 ag 
1 N 
1 1 
18 ban 
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„ Se. 1 1 ſuppoſing — = ee that 
1 was a Supreme up g they never 
wy Idea of RN Rake? and were to be 


naked, Who it was that Made this World, and 
all, Things that are contain'd therein ? Who or- 
we” ger d the Courle of the Sun? Who it was that re- 
8 Seed che Seaſons, and cauſed the Earth to be 
|  produdtive of ſuch a vaſt Variety of Fruits ? Let 
mme appeal, I ſay, to the moſt Uliterate, whether 
„ der would not readily anſwer, There is certainly 
1 b. a Being whom we can ſee no otherwiſe than in his 
| 


Works, who orders and diſpoſes of all Things at 
his Will and Pleaſure. Nay, even Children, by 
being ſhewn the various Works of Nature, will 
3 reeive the Force of this Reaſoning; and ſhall Man 
= 8 , ſo ſtupid, or nuqus, to deny 
—_ 3 Is as evident-to Senſe, as t and Heat? 
1 But whilſt there are ſuch wicked, ſuch abandon'd 
'Wretches to be met with, it cannot be improper 
ſometimes to perſuade Men to a ſerious Reflection 
3g Eu in the Works of Nature; and as we 
= be as clearly convinced, . that there is a God, 
1 Wr B- we now 2 let ſuch a Conſideration have 
„ a proper Effect upon our future Conduct. How 
ES dall we dare to ſin, when we are conſcious that an 
| All- po werful God not ſees, but has. aſſured 
l eil puniſh all Evil- ? But Arguments 
| - MEANS this Nature will be more proper in another Diſ- 
courſe; 65 it amy Deſign a ree t only to prepare 
by endeavouring to 
A 5 you a Deſire 9 a little nearer into the 
r * « Which is the Art of God, 
a bright Diſplay of that Divine Wiſdom, which 
2 demands an eternal Tribute of Wonder and 
. — ” | | 


mange 
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Wer there in a Supreme. Reing. .3 
| In che Illuſtration.of this noble Subject. L ſhall Saws. 1 
| 5 — to you thoſe Things = which. are of © ba 4 
daily obvious to your View, and Which a. Man, 3 
that has any ty at all, muſt often have 
flocted on in his own Mind; And he muſt be-w 
indeed, that cannot demonſtrate. to any one who 
_ denies.a Supreme Being, that he muſt do it in open 
Defiance, to Senſe and Reaſon; far tis ſo loudly 
proclaimed by the Voice of univerſal Nature, and 
yemin ſuch deep and legible Characters on 


the Mindsof all Mankind, that,all their Expreſ- 


lions, nay, all the moſt exalted Ideas cheir 1 
nations can bly entertain, fall vaſtly ſhort of ö 
what every Object they behold diſcovers at one 
Glance to their awakkend Sens. 
If we look up, we viem with a de chtful Am 
ment the e, Celeſtial Bodies, the San. 
NM and Stars, Which, notwithſtandin 
2 infinite Motions, do not in 1 lea 
or interfere with one another. If we look lan 
the Sea, which every Moment threatens the | 
with a ſecond Delugts and yet obeys that irreſiſti- 
ble Command of its aweful Creator, * Hitberto 
thou come, but no farther, and here jhall t proud 
Moves be hay d; and the Earth on which we live, 
are the ſutpriſing Proſpects that lie before us. 0 
n naturally elevate our Thoughts, 
and inſenſibly lead them to the Notion of a0 I: | 
9 the exact Order of the ſeemingly irregular 
Parts of the vaſt Univerſe, the beautiful Harmony 
which they all obſerve among themſelves, and one 
with another, would ſoon be unhappily interrupt- 
ed, if there was not a Superior Being. to infſuence 
and direct them, But when we look into Man, 
* Microcoſin, or Little World, and — 


* — u — 


— 


: That there CER 

his B ; Wlapted to various Actions, Aeli 
* which, tho' invifible and incomprehenſible, 

n alter the Situation of the Body, as it pleaſes, 


direkting all its Actions, we muſt form a 

- tion'of an infinite Spirit, who made and governs 
the Univerſe, in whom yr Abe, move, and have 
IE our Being, and by whom our Bodies were framed, 


ind, and our Souls, after his ow Image. 


Lins 
ſerve, That the firft Thing we conceive is the 


N Deity; which we rather feel, by a Divine Con- 
4 tact, than know; and that this Knowledge is 

e the, moſt certain. „ » Another ſtil} goes farther, 
6 2— 4 oxy aſſerts, << That he who denies a Su- 
| preme Being, is not only void 'of Reaſon, but 


'teſtible Proofs of 15 Divine 
E fully convinced, that an Object exiſts, when we 
E | touch it; and feel 4 Deity, to talk in the Language 
ok theſe Philofophers, in the World in general, and 


— 
— 


Oiourſeſves in particular; then this muſt be laid. 


down for a firſt Principle in Divinity, That there 
iG; and he who calls ſo apparent a Truth in- 
 *to Queſtion, offers Violence to his very Nature, 
1.5 aNs! himſelf more vile than the ern 
21 & much to be lamented, that Men whoſe 
ts are continually employed in the Con- 
3 7 of the Things of this World, ſhould 
3 and confirm'd in Inficelivy,” e 


AA 7 e 


and is endued with a rational Faculty, continually | 


after the Model of the Ideas in his all-comprehend- 
de an ancient! Philoſopher very well ob- 


nſe itſelf ** Now if the Senſes, thoſe Doors 


15 which Knowledge enters, — us ſuch incon- 
ence, and we are 


N * * 34 %* 7 r 4 
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That cles ie 


to 
dous Fabrick, e een mee 


diſcover to them. — 3 


If we begin with the leſs curious Paris of the 
Creation, and thence proceed to thoſe that bear. 
the greater Marks of artful Contrivance, whether 


2 or in LN our 


Thoughts cannot but grad us to an in- 
finite God, ene ial Things by the Word 
of his Power, . - * 


Let us, in the firf Place, Ay tranſient View. 
of the World in general. Now there ate f 
Species, which n aſcend in the Scale of Be- 
ing. Some have only Being; others Being and 
Liſe; ſome Being, Life, and Senſe; and 7 
Being, Life, Senſe and Reaſon. The Air, Sea, and 


Earth, tho? they ſupport all living, ſenſitive, and 


rational Creatures, have only Being, that is, bor- 


der the neareſt on Non- exiſtence. Plants, tho?, 
they owe their Nutriment to the Earth, and Re- | 


freſhment to the Air, have Being and Life. . The 
Brutes, tho* obliged to the Elements and Plants 
for their Subſiſtence, have Being, Life, and Senſe, 
Man is endued with Being, Life, Senſe, and Rea- 
ſon,” makes the Elements and Plants anſwer his 


„bas an uncontroulable Power over the 


| Brutal World, and exerciſes his rational Faculties 


in the delightful Contemplation of the wonderful 


Works of his great Creator: And he, who is not 
led by them to the All. wiſe Author of Nature, is 
altogether unworthy of the loweſt and meaneſt 

Exiſtence. . 
No, whence proceeds this orderly Gradation 
and Diſtinction between one Rank of Beings 


hen others ha „ 8 Re 
ſneak ten bee 2 


| * 


and N 
another? Why have ſome of them Bag only, 


a 
this 


MW 
t what the curious Frame of that r 


* A 
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CL 


th in g to themſelves, and whence came ie to 
? Have not all Brings à natural Averſion to 


abheaten 


Anek, 4 with the Heavenly Bodies, 


do excell them in ſo many Reſpects? Why has 
ſiuch an impotent Creature as Man a ty. 

over the Elements, Plarts, aud moſt ſavage Beaſts? 

| There muſt be ſome Superior Being, who divided 


the Creatures into theſe ſeveral Claſſes," and ori- 


gay had; and till has, an indiſputable Fitle to 
and he muſt be Almighty, becauſe, tho? 


they differ ſo widely in Point of Proportion, (there 


is à perfect and uninterrupted Harmon 
— but 9 


between them. Beſides, there are | 

| Ranks of Beings ; We are all the Ofpringofone one 
common Parent, and Animals and Plants have 

their Original from whence they ſprung. That 


Which has only Being could not produce itſelf, 
fince i it wants thoſe Perfeions which other Beings 


 enjpy, much leſs could it create another. And 


fince Man is happily endued with all thoſe excel- 
lent Faculties above mentioned, there muſt be a 


Power without him, that gave Being to him, who 
once did not exiſt, and made each Order of Crea 
tures perfect in its Kind; otherwiſe Nothing muſt 
for ever have continued to be Nothing: But there 
1s an infinite Diſtance between the moſt ſimple Be- 

and Non- exiſtence. There was therefore a 


firſt Cauſe, whom we adore, under the moſt vene· 


rable Title of the infinitely glorious Jenovan, 


But, now let us take 4 Survey, firſt of the Hes 


of venly Bodies, which, tho' they have 2 
and rapid Motion, obſerve the 8 


Ages? „ creates nothing but Con- 
Ef Fo, fuſion, 


larity imaginable. Can this d owing to mere 
Chance? If ſo, why have they not, thro? ſome 


Caſualty, ſtood ſtill; in the Revolution of ſo many 


How came ſuch ſmall Beings as 
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+ _ That theres a Supreme Being, 7 
fuſion, whereas they obſerve an exact Order in all Seu. 
their Motions, What! do they move themſelves ? II. 4 
— it would be the groſſeſt Abſurdity wv 9 
to ſuppoſ could; for, to compare great 
Things with mall, whenever we examine the 
Workmanſhip = any curious Machine, our Ad- 
miration riſes from one Spring to another, till at 
laſt we are gradually brought to reflect on the Art 
and Contrivance of the Man who made it. 
FTheſe Conſiderations naturally lead us to a Firſt, 
| Mover, and'this Harmony to a Being infinitely re- 
gular, and theſe finite Bodies to an-infinite Spirit, 
And ſince we riſe from what is leſs evident, and 
leſs material, to that Which is more obvious, and 
| mite ſublitne; from the Earth to the Air, from 
thence to the Heavens, and from them to the 
Heaven of Heavens; let us raiſe our Thoughts to 
the Infinite Being, the Father of Lights, and Soul 
of the Univerſe, in Compariſon of whom, all the 
Nations of the Earth are as the Drop of the Bucket, 
and the ſmail- Duſt of the Balance. And the great 
God has ſtampt ſuch Signatures of his Perfeftions, 
even on the — minute Parts of the viſible 
World, — wh ns, rl God are clear- - 
2 n be Thing th are made, 
en his eternal Power and 
en the Heavenly Bodies we deſcend to this 
Earth, that comparatively little Spot, we cannot 
but obſerve; that the Grals, Trees, Fruits, Fiſhes, { 
Reptiles, Birds, and each Creature is ſo compleat -- 
in its Kind, that nothing is either deficient or re- 1 
. Is this owing to the Elements? Can 9 
ey give Life and Senſe, which they want theme — 
five? Or were theſo Properties conengnreanye ; 
mmm — ———— 
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II. dell him they were not. 
— Beides, the vaſt Variety in the Works of Na- 
| 2 roclaims aloud an. Eternal, All- Knowing, 


3 8 | pron Qualities into our ſerious Conſideration : 
Some Plants are naturally hot, others cold; ſome 


ſweet, others bitter; ſome ſerve for Food, others 


{ — all grow, perhaps, in one and the ſame Bed, 
= approved Antidotes againſt it. The ſavage 
3 N Beaſts fe equent the moſt ſolitary Deſerts, conſcious, 
RET. * were, e Uhr their Society would be dangerous; 


warms the Earth, and obſerves his ſtated Courſe, 
and the Air moiſtens the Earth, which is ſervice- 
able to Plants, as they are to Animals, and Ani- 
mals to Men, particular Beings to one another, and 
ttzthe Univerſe to each of them; whence proceeds 
© . N this Chain of Cauſes d If Things were from Eter- 


= When did they enter into a Covenant one with 
_ another? How could ſome agree to be ſubſervient 
= to others? Ho did they exiſt originally? In a 
Seed, Flower, or Grain, c.? Were they great 
or fmgll ? Which preceded, and which ſucceed- 


they without the Earth; nor can ſhe bring forth 

= her Fruit, without the benign Influence of the Hea- 

| venly Bodies. If they were all produced at once, 
buy came ſo many, and ſuch different Beings to 

A agree, unleſs by the over- ruling Power of fome 

ſuperior and intelligent Being? It is rational there- 

A — 

wi 


Seni to them by the Sun? No, erer one's Reaſon will | 
|-powerful Being; eſpecially if we take their 


MM for Phyſicky ſome are direct Poiſon, others,” that 


= _ © whereas thoſe that are tame, and ſerviceable to 
=p Mankind, naturally affect to herd together, Can 
0 proceed from Chance? If we ſay the Sun 


EY. nity ſelfcexiſtent, how came this Subordination ? 


ed? for Animals cannot ſubſiſt without Plants, nor 


W 
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Mat there rn | 
with one Deſign, by an Almighty Pome, dirted Sonu.” - "_ 
, by infinite and unerring Wiſdom. W 


Lo abs con Gene Ai Sienna; for wo, 


whom the World, and all Things therein contain» 


ed, were made, and whether he was not created 
ro promote the Glory of the great Author of his- 


Being. 
as et ee Sen the- e af 


any 
Friend, we naturally and readily reflect on the Ar- 
tiſt who drew it. Now, if a Picture, which can 
only look a Voice, ſnggeſts to our Minds the living | 


oo whoſe Skill it was painted; much more 


go ry Workmanſhip and curious 
poſition of an Animal, induce us to contem- 


ns ns Des Adoration to the only 


the moſt beautiful Original and its lifeleſs Copy. 
The Contexture of Man's Body is ſo admirably 


contvived; that-the\mott-celelyated Anidodubane: 4 


from it all their Rules of Symmetry and Propor- 
tion; and the Dependence of every Part on one 


another, and of each — _— on the whole, is 


an inconteſtible of a Supreme Being ; for 
how can a Work, which diſplays all the Beauties 


of Contrivance, reſult from Chance ? The Vulgar 
GT the Loſs of an Arm, Eye, Leg, 


or any other Member, to Accident or Chance 1 
when they ſee the Lame walk, or the Blin 


ccive their Sight, they readily exclude Chance: | 


and acknowledge the Patient's Cure to be, under 
God, owing to * nnen 
geon or Oculiſt. 

Again, with our 9enſes, we See, Hear, Feel, 
Taſte, and Smell. Now, the ſame Being that 
made ſenſible Ohjects, furniſh*d us with our Senſes 2 


Fr. the former would be of no Uſe without the 
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living and true God, between whom and us there 
is an infinitely greater Diſproportion, than between 


—— nor tie lutrer without the former. And 
II; ſince they have ſo cloſe Connection with one ano- 
D., which were firſt 
ſenſiblo Objects, why 


| for rational Exerciſes and Entertainments? 


1 ſhall we be ſo partial as 
t confine her to ourſelves? And, tho? ſhe is pe- 


* * 


why las he 4 Faculty of 
niecate his Thoughts 
aſbeiable Creature? And;-fince he is happily di- 


nnn "Oy 5 


ciſe kis ereating Poer? Or, if he gave himſelf his 
Senſes, 
doubtle the Effects of a Superior Cauſe, 


And' 
Now, did he make himſelf 


iſhed from the reſt of the Creation by His ras 
tional Endowments, was he not chiefly d 


dur Neaſon tells us we are bor # Grain comared 


- euliarly\ ſerviceable to us, yet ſince we are ignorant 
of che Nature and Original of our Souls, muſt not 
4 Superior and Intelligent Being help us to it, and 


be mueli better acqua 
8 we ourſelves ? And, ſince: we can 
ve but a very imperfect Account of the Subs 
ce and O of our immaterial Sanls, 
_ which-vaſtly excell every thing that is corporeal, 
how could we make ourſelves, and whom muſt 
we ſuppoſe to be the Author of our Being? 
Short-ſighted Man]! Perhaps you look - no far- 


5 ther back than to your natural Parents, tho? you 


onght to trace Extraction up to its Original, 


Fou cannot, with any Juſtice, imagine yourſelf to 


be any more than inſtrumental in the Generation 
of your Child, which perhaps neither you, nor iti 


Mother, any more thought of, at the Time of its 


Coniception; than an Oak, which accidentally ſheds 


its Acorns into a neighbouring Field, is appre- 


henſive of their ever taking Root: and 


ſpreading, 
like herſelf, their — 14 Wa 


When 


produced'? If Man made | 
does'he not continue to exer- 


why: does he ever loſe" them? They were 


h, but to commu- | 


nd,” 


inted with our natural Pro- 
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_ That there is & Supreme Being. > Es 
When you are deſirous ta have your Picture Su. 

drawn, hs Limner indeed takes a curious aid IL 
exact Survey of every wary e e ere 
your Face; deſires you to fit ſeveral times, draws 
his Strokes by ſlow Degrees, corrects. and alters 
what he finds Fa ap and exerts himſelf to the 
utmoſt, to make his Co . lively an Imitation 
of Nature as poſſible. t your Caſe is not the 
n okgp in the W ©: oem ie-nme;.M 
Vou cannot determine whether you 
numerous Iſſue, or none at all; a Son or a Daugh- 
ter. But farther, did you cauſe its Bones to knit 
in the Womb, its Blood to circulate in its Veins = 
and: Arteries, and its Pulſe to beat, which youcan _ 
no more command than that of the greateſt Stran» | 
ger to you? If you do not underſtand the Ana- 
tomy of its Parts, how could you give it 
Beſides, you can give no Account of its T 
and Imaginations, which you have no Power — 
check, or alter at your Pleaſure. Can you then 
be juſtly ſaid to create it! Doubtleſs, . 
wine Original: And ſince you 

ing, you nnot ſuppoſe il. to 72 
be void of Reaſon ; and, thoꝰ you are ignorant of 


0 he maß be perfectly acquainted. 
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= What can .ſay, ſuitable to the Dignity of ts 
' Subject? Lord] ſhall I contemplate thee in Thingy 1 
„ bove, or below? Thou haſt made all Things, 1 
i and the Univerſe is but a faint Image of thy in- . 

0 finite Perfections. Bleſs" tbe Lord, ſays David, all : 

0 bis Works, ye Heavens, jury __ Wunder, | 
| Rains, vers and Seas, and d tho my Soul, praiſe 2 
l cuer. 7 2 ; "i 
| | > Pam ex. 49. | 
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Sen — all the Proofs of the Being of a God, 

II. which the material World in general, and Man, 
unt little World, in particu 

| bx endleſs, firice even Children can ſpell ſome- 


gion, 
_ erifices, and ot 
Ad andthe? they differ, according to the various 22 
tries in which they are obſerved, yet all 


1 little into the Opinion which even the Heathens, 
©: 


"pid 


lar, afford us, would 
thing of a Deity in every Page, in every Line of 


3 the vaſt Volume of the Creation. 


The moſt barbarous Nations have had different 


| Ideas of 4 God, according as their different Ima- 


tould make room to entertain them: In 

every Part of the habitable World, the Natives 
have had, and {till do profeſs ſome Sort of Reli- 
have Times ſet apart for Prayer, Sa- 

other holy Rites and Ceremonies; 


own, at leaſt to mean, one Alj-knowing, All 
and Supreme Being: And the very 


gh j. of them 1s an undeniable mene 75. 
this Notion was univerſal. 


Within theſe two laſt e Grent: con- 


; fiderable Places have been found out, and the cu- 


rious Traveller is daily making new Diſcoveries : 


And tho? in ſome Parts the barbarous Natives have 
no eſtabliſn'd Laws for the Puniſhment of Vice, 
or the Reward of Virtue, but live in the open Air, 

and make uſe of no Dre 


even to cover their Na- 
kedneſs, yet even theſe have ſome Notions, tho! 
dark and imperfect, both of God and Religion. 
And *tis as natural to Mankind to acknowledge 


the Deity, as to form themſelves into Societies, to 


ſecure themſelves from the Injuries of the Wea 
ther, and el era, for their oy: Sub 


fiſtence. ; 


It may not be improper, in this Place, to an 


Warmper Ages, bad of the Supreme Being. ' The 
ancient 


>=B80 28. esse mass 


ve 


- 13 
ancient Prieſts MS 
Affair of the leaſt Importance, without firſt dedi- | 
cating themſelves to the Majeſty | : 


evident a Truth. 12-1 


flection on the fatal Conſequences that attended 


Thur there if u Supreme Being. 


Earth, and humbly: imploring his Favour and Be- 
nediction on their honeſt Endeavours. And the 
ancient Poets, who were likewiſe Philoſophers, in- 
voked their great Creator. The Schools, ſo fa- 
mous in former Ages, acknowledged ads 
Being. Nay, the Epicureant, as licentious: as 
they were, would have bluſhed. en ſo ſelß⸗ 


Plato informs us, that the Adore elected cer 

tain Perſons out of their Philoſophers for Prieſts; 
and by the Help of their philoſophical Inquiries, 
attained to a more than ordinary Knowledge of the 
Perfections of the Divine Nature; to which they - 
paid the humble Tribute of religious Adoration; 
and their Sentiments, which ſeldom happens but 
in avery obvious Caſe, ann with thoſe of 
the common People; 

- Formerly indeed, ſome few inconfderate Perſons, 
not to ſpeak of them in harſher Terms, openly « 
diſclaimed the Belief of a Deity, as there are too 
many, in the preſent Age, who tread in their un- 
happy Footſteps, but they were young Libertines, 
who reſolved, at all Adventures, to gratify their 2 
ſenſual Appetites, and purſue their unlawful En- 7 
joyments, without giving themſelves Time for Re- 1 — 


them, or for the Exerciſe of their tional Facul- 


_ on Matters of greater Importance; though 
grew wiſer, as they grew in Years: Or 
theſe Atheiſts were old Dotards, > who perfe@ly un- i 


« 
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| The Diſciples of Epicurus, a famous Philoſopher at * ; 
who held, that Pleaſure, or rather an Indolency, f. e. a be- 
ing foes from Pain, Was 0 ot chiefef? Good. 
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e- 22 dere by their ſhameful Debaucheriez; 
and, * 17 without remorſe, endet 

argue themſelves out of their Reaſon, 
— that there was no God to ſummon then 
before his aweful Tribunal. When any imminent 
recting Hand ws the —— — 
them; how would their coward Souls tremble, and 
Mart at the Alarm! And, when their Natures wer: 
Almoſt ſpent, how would they catch at the ven 
'Shadow of a God ! So hard will Conſcience, whe 


Ae, Krüge to we. aſſume its native Liberty 
They were afraid to acknowledge a Deity, becauſe 
they dreaded his offended Juſtioe; and ſo conſciou 


were they of the Guilt which they had contracted, 
_ "that even the Sight of their own Shadows would 
_ terrify and confound them; and every Object they 
| Soy ores ; a bore and ghaſtly at 
poſed maginations, as horrible As the 
2 1 Li 

| e Emperor Cali we may t Sueli. 

a would pour — cis 
| ven itſelf, if it happen'd but to rain, ſo as to dil 
| appoint him in the of the uſual D. 
verſſons of the Theatre; yet ſuch a Coward ws 
this mighty Bluſterer, that when he heard the ae. 
ful Thunder rowl along the Sky, or ſaw the fork) 
Lightening dart down from thence, he would hid 
his Face with all the Signs of Horror and Ama 
ment, and f/ for Shelter to his Bed. And me 
oY 1 king of the ſame Perſon, intimates, that bv 
_  4nordinate 'Paſſion was, in his O inion, the cha 
| dane Caſe of. his Death ; when his/Subjed 
grew rebellious, and murmured at the tyrannici 
j 3 of One, who ſcorned to acknowledg 
himſelf — un . to > the God 
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. Even and even the 
poſed the numerous Train of falle 
denied the Exiſtence of the true Gad: As, many 
2 255 us content themſelves with knowing what 

without 
cule Superſtir 


pun, ny r <xamumping into the me- 


rits of their mo 
The —— the only Perſons who pro+ 
ſelegly ſulpended their Aſſent ro the Being of 2. 


God. But Pchoßs ſenſeleſs ſtupid Wretches ought / 


rather ex- 


to be below our Regard ; e Sr 3 
of what is true . both of what 


they ſaw, and felt, and of their very Bein 

in Oppoſition to the loud Voice of univ ab N. 
ture, to what was adored by the thaughtleſs Vul- 
3 the moſt judicious Fhiloſo- 


/ 


ledge a God, when we never ſaw him? Ridicu- 
lous I Do not you, tho“ blind, or in a Dungeon, 
believe there is a Sun? And, n 
ſeen 8 of Graſs, or Atom of Du 
can you do of his Exiſtence? Do you not, on 
ight of a Tree, naturally ſuppoſe 41-4 
Root, tho? the Earth covers it? Te 

e River to its Head, thoWnever 10 Akan 


Suppoſe you were travelli See wa 
ſome Deſert iy and in 8 

caſt your Ey * a regular 3 would ” 
not. readily that the Place had once been in- 


habited, 3 che viſible Marks of human Con- 
trivance? And, when you take a Survey of a Mul- 


5 3 of Objects, ſurpaſſing the moſt exalted 
| Conceptions - 


n che 4 
ities, than 


iring what is true 3 and ridi- 


trifling Strain. How, ſay they, can we acknow- . 
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That there ir a Spee Ben, 
Sunik "EY ceptions of Men, | muſt not ante, 
A This is the Lord's Doing, and it is marvellous in 
1 — Des? How many Things hh we firmly be- 
= - * THeeve, which we do not ſee? Don't we Ln that 
_— 1 7 and Animals have, if 1 be indulged 
reſſion, a Sort of Souls, tho' we cannot 

Abbe their hidden Qualities and Originals; 
that we ourſelves have a rational Faculty, w creby 
ve contemplate both on ourſelves and Fellow- 
creatures? Now, ſince both the external and in- 
tteernal Parts of the Body are the ſame after Death 

as they were before, where is the Soul? Where 

did you ſee it? If in its Effects, in that Senſe we 
ſee God. You diſcern nothing but with your 

BP ak Eyes, and by the Influence of your Soul, which 
EF. _'  - of too refined a Nature, to be diſcerned by = 
1 5 man Sight. Tou believe you have a Face, 
a vou can only ſee the Reflection of it in a Glak; * 

and will you not believe there is a God, | 
"IM bright Characters of whoſe e Works of ſo ble 
in the various and inimitable Wor of the Crea- 
$ tion? 

Here 1 ſhall conckide; for tho" I am very FI 
ble infinitely more might be faid on this SubjeR, 
| yet I am convinced the fubtileſt and moſt hardened 
2 | Tnfidel will never be able to evade the Force of 
=: one Half of the Arguments which I have produ- 
clced to proye there 8a 1 rh Being; and tho 
2 i poſlible, I may have ſaid nothing new u 
| the Subject, yet, if I have but removed the leaſt 
Doubt, or, if T have perſuaded any one Perſon, 
who before was too incurious, to reflect ſeriouſly 
on this important Truth; ſure J am, J have taken 
a great Step towards perſuading him to lead an 

1 and a wh. Life; ſince 5 as 5 IT to de- 
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Dar there is a Supreme Bring, © 17 


monſtrate, that God will be a Rewarder of the Juſt, Sa u. 
and/a Puniſher of the Wicked, as that he really II. 


exiſts ; which Truth I flatter myſelf I have put 
beyond the Reach of all Contradiction. | 
No therefore let us join with the Learned and 


Unlearned, Men and Brutes, animate and inani- 
mate Creatures, the Univerſe, and each Part of 
it, in acknowledging a Supreme Being: And, if 
any One ſtill doubts of this momentous Truth, 


endenvouring not only to baniſh God, but even 


common Senſe and Reaſon, out of the World; 


let us appeal to his own Conſcience, which L am 
ſure he cannot wholly ſtifle, whether he ſtands not 
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_ The ee and Folly of Poll ale 


of | ' 1 ban. 1 4 . 


= , "Phan, xv latter Part'of Ver. Nag | 
tho are they have done abominabk 
Verla; rej ne that th Gd, 


HE whole Verſe runs thick: The Peat bath 


4 Sem, 

= III. ſaid in his Heart, There is no God: They are 
= Cn aan erage 3 ; they have dane abominable Works ; there is 
w that doeth Good, The Pſalmiſt having i in the 
__ Beginning of this Verſe aſſerted, that there were 


Men ſo blind and fooliſh, as to deny the Being of 
=, a God, tells us, in the latter Part, what Sort of 
Ml̃en thoſe were: They were corrupt; they bad done 
abominable Worts; there were none that did Good, 
= The Paraphraſe of this Verſe may run thus: This 
_ 770 4 widked Nation (Heating of ibe Jews) is now 
* made up of ſuch, as have calt off all Fear, and 
„ Care, and even Acknowledgement of God: 
*« whatſoever they do with their Mouths, which 
perhaps are not let looſe to that Boldpeſs, their 
« Actions, as far as they are Interpreters of their 
4 Thoughts, evidence an Atheiſtical Principle of 
. « Belief within them, that God hath not the go- 
1 e verning and judging of the Doings of Men; for 
* 4 4c ſuch are their Dealings, ſo falſe, fo deteſtable, 
= <« and ſo univerſally ſuch, . that a Man cannot 
 . 0 Judge r more * of them, than that they 
A | «© never 
1 88 q 4 ”— 
2 Dr. E Paraphraſe upon 00 the Text | 


- ” 


Ry #* 5 


The Diniger and Folly of Practical Alben. 19 
“ never expekk to be accountable to God for what SE RAI. 
they do. Or, in more direct Terms, that they III. 
perſuade themſelves, that there is na God to call 
them to Account. The Fool bath aid in his Heart, 
Were in 10 Cad: They are corrupt; they have done 
abominable Woi ks ; + there is none that doeth God. 
In my laſt Diſcourſe, on the former Part of this 
Vetſe, I have proved, I. hope, to the + anger x 
of my Hearers, hat there is a Supreme Being; : 
* may not be an improper Sequel therefore to 5 | 
that all ſuch, as are corrupt, as indulge themſelves 
in all manner of Licentiouſneſs, are at leaſt equally. 
bad, if not worſe than thoſe, who openly deny the 
5 Exiſtence of a God; fince the Actions of ſuch Men 
re bring a Reproach upon the Religion they profeſs, 
is whatever it be. If the Speculative Atheiſt is a 
he moſt deſpicable Creature, the Practical One is 
re doubtleſs worſe : The former diſhonours God with 
of his Mouth; the latter, with all the Powers and Fa- 
of Wl culties of his Soul and Body. But before I pro- 
ne ceed, it may be neceſſary to explain what 1 mean 
1d, by the Practical Atheiſt ; for, tis poſſible, ſome 
his may cavil at the Term, as not correſponding, 
OW with ſufficient A ptneſs, in every Reſpect, to the 
nd Perſon, whole ou: or rather Madneſs, I am 
d: about to expoſe. | 
ich The Practical Atheiſt then is One, who altho* 
jeit he may poſſibly profeſs the Belief of a God, and 
Ker ſome other general Truths, which are the natural 
> of Reſult of ſuch a Declaration, yet gives a Looſe to \ 
go- his inordinate Luſts and Paſſions, and lives in the 
for conſtant Breach of almoſt every Commandment : 
dle, In ſhort, we may rank under this Denomination 
not WM every One, who lives in an uninterrupted Courſe of 
hey Sin and Impiety ; for ſuch Men could never live 
ver as they do, did they in Reality believe; and that 


7? * do not believe, is principally owing to their 1 
| C2 Want 1 


does the gloomy Proſpect 


* 


4s; 4 


20 Pe Danger and Folly of Practical Atheiſm, 
S xu. Want of Reflection. Theſe will oftentimes attend 

2 III. the publick Worſhip, tis true; but then they 
dock upon it as a Matter of Form only, where they 


pray without either Hope or Fear; and ſhould 
they chance to hear their Character, and their de- 
plorable State and Condition deſcribed in the moſt 
pathetic Terms; their Danger made ever ſo appa- 
rent; eternal Happineſs, or eternal Miſery pro- 
poſed to them with the warmeſt Zeal ;- they'll cry, 
with a Smile perhaps, A mighty good Diſcourſe! 
but, at the fame time, determine with themſelves 
to reap no Advantage from it. If we may paſs 
any Judgment from the Conduct of Mankind in 
general, but very few, I fear, will eſcape this 
.Cenſure, Let us look round about us, and what 

7 afford, but Murders, 
Adulteries, Blaſphemies, Thefts, and ſuch a black 
Catalogue of Crimes, as, when ſet in their proper 
Light, would make any ſober and ſerious Chriſtian 
ſhudder with Horror, and almoſt wiſh to lead the 
Life of an Anchoret, rather than mingle with ſuch 
an abandoned Herd? I am not inſenſible, that 
Remonſtrances of this kind are deemed Things of 
Courſe from the Pulpit, and, as ſuch, too little 
| ed; but every One, who is not wilfully 
blind, muſt be convinced of the Truth of them. 
And tho? we ſhould allow, that the Generality of 
Mankind are not guilty of what we call enormous 
Crimes, yet how few are there, who walk with 
Delight in the Paths of Virtue! Where ſhall we 
find the Man, that is wholly devoted to the Ser- 
vice of his Maker? One, that is no ways addicted 
do thereigning Vices of the Age; that is truly juſt 
and honeſt in all his Dealings; that abhors Ty- 
ranny and Oppreſſion, and ſcorns to take Advan- 
tage of his. Neighbour's Neceſſity, or, for any 

. © Confideration whatſoever, to defraud him 5 bis 
. | | : | ue; 
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© tte bod had 


they only ſay ſo, becauſe they have 


The Danger * folly of Practical Atheiſm. x 


Due; who, in ſhort, in eyery Action of his Life, SRM. 


will do that to Others, which he would be deſi- 


rous they ſhould do to Him? I am afraid there 


are very few ſuch righteous Perſons to be found; 
and would to God, this were only a bare Suſpi- 
cion! But Iam apt to believe, that qur own Con- 
ſciences would accuſe the greateſt Part of us; at 
leaſt each One in his Heart would condemn his. 


| Neighbour. Could this be the real State of 


Things, did Men fincerely believe theTruth of their 
moſt Foly Religion? I think they could not; tis 
our indiſpenſable Duty, therefore, tho* Experience 
ſhews how little Succeſs we meet with in ſuch. 
Attempts, to hold a Glaſs to Mens Conſciences, 
and ſhew — Deformity of their Squls, a 
the Danger of that everla Perdition w 

lies before them, Had wg, more to do, than 
to tell Men what is their Duty, the Taſk would 
not be hard ; for the Sacred Scriptures are very 
clear and obvious in that Particular; but to 


ſuade Men to follow, with a willing Mind, t a 


unerring Guides, is an Attempt, I fear, too ar- 
duous and difficult to be accompliſhed”: Should 
our utmoſt Endeavours, however, but call one 
Sinner to Repentance, we ſhall not loſe our Re- 
ward. 
That I may e what little is in my 
Power towards the Attainment of fo valuable an 
End, I ſhall beg your ſerious Attention, whilſt I 
before you, not only the Hazard, but the Folly 

f Practical Atheiſm, 

Tho every One here preſent will, I doubt not, 
very readily declare, that he believes there is a 
Goc, who will hereafter reward the Juſt, and 
puniſh the Wicked; yet, upon a ſtrict; Examina- 
tion, *tis to be feared, that too many will find, 
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22 Thi Danger id Folly of Practical. Athiifm." 
= _ Szaxn, ſtomed to ſuch a Conceſſion from their Infancy z: 
III. and that bare Acknowledgment has been all; for 
perhaps they never beſtowed-one ſerious Thought 
adopt it; and, as they imbibed thoſe Notions 

upon the Credit of others, never gave themſelves 


the Trouble to examine into the I ruth or Falfe- 


hood of them; but fitting down contented with 


paſſing for nominal Chriſtians, purſue. their Vices 
without the leaſt Reluctance or Controul; and 
whether they ſhall live hereafter, or not, and how 


it will fare with them, when this World ſhall paſs 
away, are Articles, which they never concerned 
- themſelves about, Now, can any Man be faid 
5g proper to believe a Thing, of which he has only 


me imperfe&t Account, and that too with 


"fo much Coldneſs and Indifference, as not to 


think it worth his Care, to inquire into the Rea- 
lity of the Fact? No ſurely! For to believe, we 


muſt have all the Evidence that the Nature of 


the Thing will bear: Tis no unnatural Aſſertion 
therefore, to ſay, that the true Reaſon why Men 


do not reform their Lives, is, becauſe their Belief 
is unſettled: For is it credible, that ſuch Num- 


bers could have the leaſt W ee of leavin 
this World in'a few Years, for a State of the mo 


conſummate Miſery, and yet be eaſy, whilſt they 
are running headlong into ſo deplorable a State? 


would aſk any Man, did he believe, that the 


Houſe he lived in would, in a few Tears, be 
conſumed by Fire, and that he ſhould inevitably 
' periſh in the Flames, unleſs he was continually 


upon his guard, and uſed his utmoſt Endeayours 


to prevent ſuch a Misfortune, whether this would 
not make him for ever uneaſy? Whether he would 


not exert himſelf to the laſt Degree, in hopes to 


avoid fo deplorable a Fate? And whether he 
. Fould not eſteem that Perſon as his deareſt Find, 
R a FR wha 
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The Danger atid Billy of Practical Atheiſm. 
x who ſhould point out to him an infallible Method SuM. 
to preſerve him from ſuch Deſtruction? If then IN, 
che greateſt Care is thought wo little to ſecure 6 — 
from temporal Calamities, how much more will 
— — (hrptn: hides Gvgn, the bY 
Wrath of an offended and Almighty God? Tis 
therefore plain to me, and muſt, upon the leaſt, _. 
Conſideration, be ſo to every One, that either thoſe, 
who live in a conſtant Courſe of Sin, do not be- 
lieve; or elſe, that they muſt be to the laſt Degree 5 
preſumptuous, mad, and fooliſn. Now - 1 — _ 
charitable. enough to think, that the Want of 
Conſideration is the principal Cauſe, and the beſt 
Reaſon that can be given, why ſo many in theſe 
Times fall into Practical Atheiſm, I would 
therefore adviſe ſuch a Set of u Men to 
recollect, that their Security and Eaſe will never 
quench the Torments of Hell; and, as a very little 
Reflection will convince them that there is ſuch 
a Place, they will experience the intolerable Pains 
of it, when *tis too late to repent: And it a ſevere. 
Fit of the Gout, or Stone, be ſuch, agonizing - 
Pain ; if Poverty and Contempt prove ſuch in- 
ſupportable Burthens, that Men have preferred 
Death, with all its Horrors, rather than endure 
them ; think, Oh! timely think, what Torments 
the Wrath of a juſtly offended God will produce! 
As a convincing Proof of the Truth of theſe 
Reflections, let us look back to the Infancy of 
| Chriſtianity, and we ſhall find almoſt ineredible 
Numbers, ſo firmly perſuaded of the Being of a 
God, as to forego, not only all the alluring Plea- 
ſures that the whole World could afford them, 
but Life itſelf, with the nobler Proſpe& of an 
ever bleſſed Immortality. Theſe Chriſtian He- 
toes, before their Converſion, reflected as little, 


| n on a Future State, and were as pemils, "ag 
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© Suu, the Tekin of Mankind are at 


; n order toconvince the moſt Obdurate. 
hh what exalted Ideas of God's Goodneſs, and _ 


of thoſe, x ho, to purchaſe his Favour, patiently 
endured the ſevereſt Tortures that the Cruelty of 


| that they were thought worthy to ſuffer. Thefe 
Conſiderations, duly weighed, wil ſurely ronze-us 
from our Lethargy ; and, as they ſo nearly con- 


whether they be true or Alle; and, I am fully 
rſuaded, if once we ſet heartily about ſuch an 


"Converts of old did to the Apoſtles, 
| nuf we do to be ſaved? 


Atheiſm ; I pfopoſe therefore, in the next place, 


leſs and remiſs in a Point of fuch Importance, and 
where their future Felicity is ſo nearly concerned. 
The Source of this unhappy Security and Indo- 


to be the little Care which Parents and Maſters 
take to inſtill betimes into the Minds of Youth'the 
Principles of their moſt holy Religion. I ſhall 
therefore beg Leave to make a few Reflections on 
this A _ _ the ill ms arm both 
* | - a5 
a— r — —— 


preſent; but 
III. Truth is fo prevailing, that we need only a | 


Fears of his Diſpleaſure, muſt poſſeſs the Souls 


i Man could poſſibly deviſe; who, when they were 
1 beheaded, burnt, flead, or ſawn aſunder, rejoiced 


cern us, muſt undoubtedly prompt us to examine 


important Inquiry, and uſe all poſſible Means to 

. ſucceed in it, we ſhall firſt of all be convinced of 
dur Danger; and then, unleſs we are ſtupid and 
inſenſible to the laſt Degree, ſhall 4 out, as the 
Sirs, what 


T hope the few curſory Refleſtions which L bass 
* offered to you at this time, are ſufficient to con- 
vince you of the Danger and Folly of Practical 


to inquire how it happens, that Men are ſo care- 
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lence, in Affairs relating to another World, I take 


earn 
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The Danger and Folly of Practical Atheiſm. | 
as to their ſpiritual and 
attend ſuch a ſhameful Neg| 


to you the Anguiſh and Remorſe which the Prac- 
tical Atheiſt muſt experience, when oyertaken s 
a violent Fit of | Sickneſs, or overwhelmed wi 

the Infirmities of old Age; and, on the other 


hand, the Joy which the virtuous Man poſſeſſes 


in the laſt Stage of his Life, when he finds Death | 
making his gentle Approaches towards him. 
To begin with the Source, or firſt Cauſe of Prac- 
tical Atheiſm, I mean the Miſtakes into which — 
many run, with regard to the Education of n. 
Children. 
—— I enter upon this Article, I think it ne- 
2 paring that I have no Intention to in- 
who make it their Delight, as well 
as Profeſſion, to train up Youth in the Paths of 
Virtue; eſpecially thoſe, whoſe Years and Expe- 
rience render ſuch an Attempt not only needleſs, 
but impertinent on the contrary, I ſhould re - 


Joice to receive Information from them; and in- 


deed I have heard ſome of them diſcourſe on this 

Topick to my no ſmall Satisfaction and Advan- 
. What I have to offer at this time will 

conſiſt chiefly of a few general Obſervations, in 


which I ſhall addreſs myſelf in a more particular 


Manner to Parents; ſince the Negligence of ſuch 
near Relations may render the Labours even of. 
the moſt ſkilful Maſters ineffectual. 1 

He, who has the Welfare of his Child at Heart, 
will not think all the Pains he can poſſibly take, 
im order to procure any valuable Bleſſing — him, 
too great. The moſt Profligate and Abandoned 
ſeldom are inſenſible of that Tenderneſs for their 


Offspring, which the infinite Wiſdom of God has 
ſo ſtrongly impreſſed upon the Heart of Man. 1 


& would 


Welfare, that Spe. 
ſhall then (by way of Aae) dennen 


* 
+ 


Sen. would therefore offarthe followin 
III. Conſideration of thoſe, who have the leaſt Regard. 

e preſent or future Happineſs of their Children. 

ry One muſt allow, that the Prejudices we 


ito ibe, or the evil Habits we contract, in our 
Infancy, and younger Years, are very difficult at 


leuſt, if not impoſſible, to remove; that thoſe, - 
cho have had the Happineſs of a virtuous and 


liberal Education, tho' they ſhould for a Time be 


carried away by the Fire of 'Youth, or the Vio- 


lence of any Temptation, yet they very ſeldom 


continue long in ſo unfortunate a Courſe; the vir- 
tuous Principles they received in their Childhood 


will, in every ſober Hour, revive and 


reproach 


them, as it were, for their ill Conduct; and it 
has been often obſerved, that, after a ſhort Struggle, 
Virtue has gained the Victory, and they have fol- 


lowed her Paths with mere Eagerneſs and Delight 
than ever. On the other hand, thoſe, whoſe 
Parents have not only neglected them in their 
early Days, but by their own bad Examples have 
encouraged, and cheriſhed their Diſpoſitions to 
Evil; if ever it ſhould ſo happen, as I believe it 


very 3s does, that they are awakened to a 
Senſe of their Danger, and reſolve to ſeck the 


Ways of Wiſdom and Truth; how hard is the 


Conflict! How liable are they to be overcome by 


every Temptation that is laid before them! I 
might likewiſe- add, that ſince Man's unhappy 


Fall, we are by Nature more prone to Vice, than 


Virtue. Parents therefore ought to undertake the 
Taſk of forming the Minds of their Children be- 
times; their Care ought to begin at the very 
Cradle, or, at leaſt, as ſoon as they are capable of 


making any Reflections KF: 
We very juſtly call thoſe Times when the Light 


of che Gol pel wag hid * the World, the may 


gReflections to the 


ener reer, , a . / ! co an" 
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of Ignorance and Darkneſs z; and we may with 1 
great Reaſon rejoice in ſo invaluable a Bleſſing as 

of the true God, and the certain 1.— 
Methods of attaining his Favour, and thereby pro- 

curing to ourſelves an Heavenly 
can likewiſe add to theſe Privileges the moſt perfect 
ity, and the beſt Rules for the Direction of 
our Conduct throughout the whole Courſe of our 
the Advantage of the 
rs, but their Errors and 


the Knowledge: 
Inheritance. 


Lives: We have not 
Labours of all the Philoſo 
Miſtakes amended, and ſuch Improvements, as all 
their boaſted Wiſdom could never attain. Si 
this is the Caſe, and ſince we- have ſo many Helps 
and Guides, which they wanted, would it not be 
the greateſt Diſgrace imaginable to us, ſhould we 
yield to them either in Wiſdom, Prudence or Vir- 
tue? Should we not, on the contrary, be ſtirred 
up to imitate, to excell them in every praiſe · worthy 
It may be no unprofitable Amuſe- 
in this Place, to give Chriſtian 
Parents a tranſient View of the more than common 
Pains which the Heathens themſelves took in ſo im- 
portant an Affair, as the Regulationof their Children; 
Their firſt Concern was to procure ſuch Ser- 
yants for their Attendants, as were eſteemed Per- 
ſons of Sobriety and good 
upon the Neglect of Parents to preſerve and cul- 
tivate in their Children the ineſtimable Treaſure of 
Modeſty, as the Origin of all Diſorders, * That 
ſoft and effeminate Method of Education, which . 
too many are fond of, they deſpiſed; ſince it only 
tends to enervate at once both the Body 
Mind. They gave a ſevere Check to all idle and looſe 
Diſcourſe, and ſuffered no bad Examples to be ſet 
before n leſt er llabituated to ſuch Sights, 
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ad Thr Danger and Folly of Prattical Athei/m,” 
Szuu. they ſhould loſe that Abhorrence of Vice, which 


III. mould be i 


lanted in them, and contract il 


1 wes Habits before lence could evince the Danger 


moral Precept, and the Sayin 


ak attended them. They took great Pains to ſub- 
due their Paſſions betimes, and made every thin 
ſubſervient to the Promotion of Virtue, Toft 
of light and trivial Sentences, none were offered 
for their Imitation, but ſuch as contained ſome 
| of the wiſeſt Men 
were taught them by way of Amuſement z and 
this Method was the rather obſerved, becauſe the 
Memory wry retains ſuch Leſſons of Inſtruction, 
and the good Effects of them often extend even to 
old Age. They were- likewiſe ſhewn in their In- 
fancy the Benefits and Pleaſures of Temperance z 
- arid the nobleſt Families were ſolicitous to have 
their Children betimes inured to Hardſhips and 
Fatigues, They were induſtrious to inſtill! into 
them an early Veneration for Truth: A Lye was 
deemed moſt odious, and a Fraud, however dex · 
terouſly managed, looked upon as a black and 
enormous Crime. Their Averſion to all Kinds of 
Ititemperance, was no leſs remarkable; they ex · 
poſed their Slaves, when diſguiſed by Liquor, to 
the Deriſion of their Youth, in order to implant 
in them an early Deteſtation of that Vice. The 
Food allowed to their Children and young Men 
Was nothing but Bread, Creſſes, and Water, to 
accuſtom them to Abſtinence and Sobriety : They 
- confidered, that a plain, frugal Diet would invi- 
gorate the Body, and cauſe them to be ſprightly 
and healthful.” Boys were not only inſtructed, 
Whilſt at School, in the Arts and Sciences, but in 
the Principles of Juſtice and Virtue ; even there 
they learned to reverence the Gods ; to be obedient 
to their Parents and Superiors z and no Crime was 
ſo ſeverely puniſhed among them, as a 


Ne Danger and Folly of Practical Athei/mn, 4p; 
It would take up much more time than is allowed me S#nM. | 
at preſent, to enumerate the various Methods the III. 
Heathens took to form ſuch a Number of brave Sol- -. 
diers, worthy Citizens, and venerable Philoſophers. = 

Notwithſtanding theſe Eulogiums have ſo ſpe- 
cious an Appearance, I might be thought too or 
tial to them, were I to omit obſerving, that, when 
we come to ſet their Views in a fair and impartial 
Light, we ſhall find, that their Virtues were the 
Reſult only of Ambition, and that they looked 
chiefly for their Reward in this World, If 
ſuch narrow Motives had ſuch glorious Conſequen- 
ces z if Sobriety, Temperance, Chaſtity, Genero- 
ſity, Prudence and Humility were ſo diligently 
er even by thoſe, who had little Expecta- 
tions from another Life; if they rd ſo large- 
ly under their Philoſophers and Teachers, whoſe 
very Knowledge was dark and confuſed z what 
ought not to be expected from us, who have the 
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(+ moſt perfect Morality, the moſt divine 7 
d and the ever glorious Example of our Bleſſed 
of Lord and Saviour Fe/us Chriſt ? What Fruits ought 
K we to produce, who expect ſo glorious an Haryeſt 
to in another World, as is promiſed in the Sacred 
nt Scriptures ; and moreover have our Knowledge 
ne enlightened by the inexpreſſible Brightneſs of the 
en Golgel Who, that hears what Advantages we 
to have over them, would not readily conclude, we 
y muſt excell thoſe admired Heathens in the Purity 
i- of our Lives and Converſations? Who, that ſees 


ly our daily Practices, would not readily allow, they 
d, would be a Scandal to the darkeſt Ages of Idolatry 
in and Ignorance? iy 


re From what has been ſaid, it very naturally fol- 
nt lows, that we return to the Subject we ſet out with, 
as namely the Source of this ill Behaviour amon 
1 Men, who profeſs and call themſelves * 
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1 Th» Danger and Filly of Praffical Arbeiſn. 
” Szam. *Not todifſemble the Matter therefore, wa ce. 
III. Neglect of Parents is the firſt, if not the on y 


LH Cauſe of theſe Evils. How common is it for them 


vx, 


to indulge their Children in every Kind of Plea- 
fure to talk, without Reſerve, and perhaps wick- 
edly too, before them on any Subject; to ew a 


Sort of Contempt for religious Myſteries ; to be 


drunken in their Preſence ? And, if all this doth 
not happen, how few take the neceſſary Precau- 
tions to inſtill into their Minds betimes the Prin- 
ciples of Virtue and Religion ? How many, on the 


contrary, are fond of cheriſhing in them the Seeds 
of Vice and Folly ? Evils of this Kind are fo com- 


mon, that I may leave it to every Man's Con- 


ſcience to tell him how blame-worthy he has been 


in this Particular, and haſten to ſhew the fatal Con- 
ſequences of ſuch wrong Proceedings. Can we 


Wonder, if Children, who have been inured to 
hear, not only Religion itſelf, but its Votaries and 


their Places of divine Worſhip treated with Indif- 
ference, and perhaps with Cot t, ſhould be 
attached to al ſenfoal Enjoyments? Can we be 
ſurpriſed, if they become Wine-Bibbers and pro- 


fane Swearers, When they have always had ſuch 
bad Examples before their Eyes? On the con- 


trary, would it not be a Matter of Wonder, ſhould 
they prove otherwiſe? Can we expect a plentiful 


Harveſt, when we have neglected to cultivate our 
. Grounds? Have we any Reaſon to hope for deli- 
© cious Fruits, where we have only ſown Thorns and 


'Briars ? Should we not think him a Fool or a Mad- 


man, that attempts to raiſe a noble and ſpacious 
Edifice ona rotten, or ſandy Foundation.? And is 
it leſs abſurd, to — a Youth to be virtuous, 
ho has been early inſtructed in the Paths of Vice? 
Is it any longer therefore a Matter of Aſtòniſhment, 
that Men ſhould be Practical Atheiſts, who never 


have 


with Virtue, I ap 


Wo Danger and Folly of Practical Atheiſm. 31 
have been taught to think ſeriouſly. on that aweful SuRA 
Being, who made Heaven and Earth? Why ſhould III. 
vue think it ſtrange, that they ſhould call them 
ſelves Chriſtians, though their daily Practices moſt 
notoriouſly give the Lye to their Profeſſion; ſince 
their Fathers bore that Denomination, and yet led 
as abandoned Lives as themſelves: or ſay they did 
not; yet they taught them but little more of theit 
Religion, than formally to ſay, that they believed. 
They have been accuſtomed moreover to ſee their 
| Neighbours round about them a the — 
_ eaſy Religion; and it is -oſtble, they 
aſhamed to be even thought leſs daring, or more 
religious, than their indolent Elders. What ſhall 
we ſay ? When Men are thus grown up, and con- 
firmed'in this unhappy Security, and their Undgr- 
ſtandings perhaps upon a Level with their Educa- 
tion, it is no. Wonder, if any Arguments, how 
weak ſoever, will have Weight epough to perſuade 


them, that God will not call them to account for 
this abominable Luke - warmneſs: But ſhould their 
Practices, as is too often the Caſe, be extremely _ 
wicked and unjuſt, they will then be inclined to 
hope, that there is no God. And ſurely, no State 

on Earth can be more miſerable than his, who has 
lived to fear there is a God; to dread there may 

be Torments, and to ho chat thoſe inexpreſſihle 
Joys, which the Goſpel promiſes, are only fond 9 
Chimeras. | 
That few give themſelves any real dm 
about their immortal Souls, is a very melancholy 
but inconteſtible Truth. Vice, indeed, has at 
all Times had her Votanes, but now ſhe almoſt 
ſeems to diſpute the Government of the World 
to thoſe, who have made 


any Obſervation of theſe Things, and more eſpe- 
1 the * Part of my Congregation; 
| was 
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32 The Danger and Poll of Praftical Atheiſt. 
q Srl. was ever Luxury carried to ſuch an amazing Pitch, 
III. avitisatpreſent? Are not Mens Minds enervated 
ich a Love of Eaſe and Pleaſure? Did ever Men 
ſo openly and audaciouſly iſe Vice and Im- 


7 - morality ? Were there ever n ſuch Numbers 
F of Atheiſts and Unbelievers ? If then Vice ſeems 
at theſe Times ſo formidable, what a Proſpect do 
the Times to come afford ? What Devils do thoſe 
iſe to be, who now are Children ? Sihce, in 
their infant Years, every Town, every Street, and 
= almoſt every Houſe is witneſs of their blaſpheming 
the Name of God, and invoking the Powers of Hell 
1 in Curſes upon themſelves and their Companions. 
Tou all know this to be Truth; ye cannot chuſe 
but hear them before your Doors, in your Mar- 
lets, and even in your very Churches. Ye Pa- 
rents I ye Maſters! it is your Neglect, that is the 
fatal Cauſe of all theſe Evils : Evils, which Chil- 
dren yet unborn will have Reaſon to lament, - | If 
therefore you have any Deſire of Praiſe, any Hopes 
„ Of Contentment here, or Happineſs hereafter ; if 
3 you have any Regard for the Honour of your Na- 
4 þ tive Country, or the leaſt Bowels of Compaſſion 
for your yet innocent Children; think on theſe 
Things: Take the utmoſt Care to train them up Mo 
to Virtue; to cheriſh every generous Sentiment, Sac 
and raiſe in them an ardent Zeal for the Glory of £4/ 
God, and our moſt holy Religion. As none are 
without, let me beg of you induſtriouſly to con- ¶ ſuel 
ceal your own Failings, leſt your Children alſo fall; WW in 
for this, if it can be called one, is a commendable 

i and praiſe worthy Deceit : The more virtuous they 
® believe you to be, the more Reſpect and Tender- I 8 
. | neſs you will experience from them. As a far- mul 
ther Motive for your being active in the Reforma: he li 
tion of the Youth entruſted to your Care; it may 
be worth your while to conſider, that you are lay - 
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World, and procuring for. Poſterity- invalua | 
Advantages. For ſurely no Bleſſing can be greater 

to private Perſons, than dutiful and virtuous Chile 

dren ; no Advantage more ſolid to any Nation or 
Community,than a Succeſſion of virtuous Members, | 
Though I have been purpoſely very ſhort. in the x 
Fun of my Subject, Vc The Danger | 4 
folly of Practical Atheiſm, yet I hope I have ſaid  _ 9 
enough to convince any one, Firſt, that there are 

infinite Numbers ſo unhappy, as to be wholly in- 4 
curious and indifferent about the Truth or- Falſe 3 
hood of the Religion they profeſs. Secondly, chat: | — 
their Indolence will not prevent theit being eternally 4 
miſerable ; and that, unleſs they diligently ſeek the 4 
Lord, they may expect to feel the Weight of his = 
juſt Reſentment and Diſpleaſure. Thirdly, that 23 
ſo many would not have fallen into this wie. | 
Miſtake, had their Parents taken a proper Care 
of their Education, Fourthly, that the Heathens 
were very induſtrious, to cheriſh every Virtue in 
their Children; and that therefore more is required 4A 
from the Chriſtian, , becauſe he has greater Ad. - 

vantages, far better Leſſons of Inſtruction, ani . 4 
mote glotious Views, namely, the Light of the 

Sacred Scriptutes, And the Joys of Heaven. A 

Laftly,' 1 ſhewed how few ſeriouſly conſider the 

Things, and the ill Conſequences that ane 

ſuch a. Neglect; concluding with ſome Arguments 

in order to perſuade every one to make a Refor» 

mation at Home, It now remains, by way of Ap+ - 

plication, that 1 repreſent. to you, the Am 

guiſh and Remorſe which the Practical Athei 

ience in a violent Fit of Sickneſs; or, i 


muſt ex 
enoughyin the Sorrow and Infirmities of 


he lives 
old Age. And, on the contrary, the To the vir - . 


ing up for yourſelves Joy and Comfort even in this Sh. 
0 ble M. Y 


Ae Miao polls in the letter Stages © his Life, " 


D | 


f 


* 
— 
ol; 


a . + hs 


\ * 
AT 
” 


Sr N 


Magee, eee, d 


| , or'when he DES PONY DP. Apr . 


ER: 300 end Moforunes cue be thek. vo very 3 12 


n was ey coppleaty 
= this Life. Rut furely 172 Reſon 
will per- force N upon a wicked Man, 
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Image to 


im, will make the Wii eight of them more into 
able.” yourſelves a Man weakened by 
Intemperance, reduced rig i to the laft 15 

ty, one who feels the violent Burning of a diltem- 
6. Sch Blood, who 1 e himſelf upon the Bri 

f the Grave, and going to experience the Wrath 

, of a God, whoſe Fas FS has violated and deſpiſed. 
At ſuch a Time as this, Conſcience will be beard, 
his Crimes will then appear in their true Light, 
| MI "abour him will then turn 15 his | 

Diſeuict ; b will ES aps obſerve his F. # 
look with Unconcern las Sufferings: He is con | 

ous how YA ea has 2 ** 1 
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n every Face, m the Hopes 
op 2 are ſooh to be es ee nn 
gfe ill Conduct has involyed them in many 

*oubles, His Children, whoſe Education, it is 
5 probable, has deen ſuited to their Father's 

orals, or, at leaſt, upon whom his bad Ex- 
ample has had too melancholy an Effect, ſee the 

t Ci to which he is 2 er with Pleaſure ; 
feraſmuch as wicked and licentious Minds have 
wo few Touches of Humanity. How uneaſy muſk 

17 Be temporal Condition make him ? Every 
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"Thing that can happen appears in the worſt Light 
+ ta hing ar one View; his Relations and Neighbours 
4 g his . and ne his N 
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Grave i—Natural tion tao | 
8. him, that his falſe * 1 ** 1 


of dat, 0 OS VER. 
chief Concern, . find he Wo I , 


nord 
tis DE 


Rare as himſe be ſame SEES 


ize the wicked Man, on tb He bs Death, 2 
Ul af l his Piſquiet be, in that he was not 
Fane of his fatal Conduct, e 
when it waz too late to apply a Remed 
fo Ame and Aces wills ſuch a Time | 
irkſome and grievous to 4478 what muſt the 
e of Et Mart bim ?—Intolerable 1 
Ne 5 * e jw e 
and ayenging crowd upon 
ive him. up ern 
Poogh we Things are too ſhocking to 
gt of, yet, they are the moſt 3 
ſequences of Vice, all muſt be ſenſible, who have 
yer attended tha laſt Houm of the Wicked. How 


Feat are their icy? How inexpreſſible the 
E Thoughn that crowd u 17 * m? How 
u do we hear. in the itterneſs of their 


out There is no EIS. 
gabe forſaken; me He will not hear! The 
Torments of Hell are preparing for me I fel 
there is a God }. I ſhall ſoan be driven into intoler- 
able Torments Such Exclam are not un- 
common. upon a ſick Bed; and it is wonderful, 
the e l ſhould not be more deeply 185 
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III. ſperately Wie we have never been guilty of 
. rimes , black rz to occaſion ſuch beep De- 


| Ah!] let not ſuch a flattering Notion lull 
- *. "your Souls in deep Security: It is not enongh we 
6 dere not wicked ; if we hope for Life and Flappi- 
SE: - « *neſs, we muſt ular It is not enough, t 
_ "= 1 Ach a cold Air and Indifference we attend the 
1 Church of God; but we muſt likewiſe diligently 
2 Practiſe his Commands, and ſeek him wirf Zeil 
1 "and Warmth ; or elfe we may fatally feel the 1 
= - _ ors of his Wrath, Remember ! he not only 
1 nmiſhes the Workers of Iniquity, but has himſelf af- 
4 ſſured us, that the flothful Servant ſhall be hur- 
=_ "ried to dreadful Fee where will be weeping, 
1 aun wailing, wn} e ing of Teeth, 
3 But ſay, ſhould: the 1 the gothful, the 
careleſs Sinner 150 to grow in Years ; what Child 
reyeres him? With how much Contempt is he 
titeated even by his wicked Companions ? Who co- 
| ' "vets his Friendſhip ? Who does not deſpiſe his 
| Company? A Fooliſh old Man is certainly a moſt 
1 - _  "contemptible Creature, but a wicked one is e 
Shame of Mankind. Hoy ill ſuits all 
Hof Intelnperance with 22 Such Behaviour 
| will ſtifle all Kindneſs Friends, Chari 
in Neighbours, and Duty in Children: 
falls into the Grave, and, it is to be feared, into 
eternal Torment too, unpitied and deſpiſed; and 
the greateſt Happineſs hat could befall ha Man 
3h | Din, 2 be to periſh like the Brutes, and have his 
| very Name buried in Oblivion, 
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in my Opinion, o o much to be en- 
vied.— But to proceed; w — that Life, which 
4 has ſo happily Ver rolonged by his Temperance 

is ſo far weakened, as to warn him 

hs ap roaching Diſſolution; how calmly does 
he wait ppr Almighty's Pleaſure ? His Soul 
ſecure in the 8 A Promiſes of the Goſpel, the 
nearer ſhe ber es the Borders of Death, is the 
more eager 
Longings after 1 At the Hour of Death, 
he reſigns this tranſitory World with Delight, and 
his Saul, full of the aweful Ideas of God's Juſtice, 
with, the. ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his inexpreſſible 


15 f and Goodneſs, links calmly into rell. | 
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. let us all, not only agree in the 
Truth. of theſe Things, but ſeriouſly reſolve to 
make à diligent Enquiry after eternal Happineſs, - 
and pray inceſſantly the Almighty. to give Succeſs. 
to. our;Endeayours. - Let us ſhew that we believe, 
by our Works; and, as a very little Conſideration. 
will aſſure us N is a Supreme Being, let us act 
a3 thoſe, who fear his 8 dread his 
Wrath, and truſt only in his 

Ghoſt, be. ofe 
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Thing, winch, fnould they be miſtaken, us Un- 
Uoubtedly they afe, will involve their "Jung 
Followers into an Eternity of Miſery 
Un irreparable Miſtake! But FR perſuaded A 
dne would entertain à Thought of 1855 
the Brures,' but thole only Who delight to Fra 
moch ; and ol: bur the moſt Frofligate 
Abandon'd* will join wich the Sadducee and fn 
There is no Life's „ 1 2 . 
I am very ſenſible, that What 1 Pere Keke 
- pdviticed, is no Argument againſt their Aﬀer- 
tion; for may Things may be diſagreeablę and 
- ifieonyenient, that may notwithſtanding be teal 
Facts; but I was willing, by way of Preface, to 
thew how diſtaſteful ſuch. a Doctrine would be, 
even the it were true, in order to engage your 
Attention to the Arguments 1 Thall produce, in 
order to demonſtrate that itis falſe, 
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collecte 2dd:cional Arguments. of another Soft: © 
which are obvious to the meaneſt Capacities, and 6 
Tufficient to convince. any unprejudiced and well- 
diſpoſed Mind of this important Truth; ſo that 


ö may reap ſome Satisfaction and Im r from 
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45 Fully be as nal in tk Particular as my Sub- 9 
je&.will permit; and I hope thesgreater Part ß 


hich I am ſatisfied will be convincing, . 


rove but 42 ppy as to ſet them in à clear 2 
Light, But be that as it will, 1 3 — 


thoſe that cannot reliſh one Part of my Diſcourſe, = 


other. 
> Reaſon demonſtrates to us, that God is a $ 
ru; and Senſe, that the World is. Matter, 5 4 
that Microcoſm, or little World, as he is called, js 
an Epitome of both; of the former, with reſpect ' 
to his Soul; and of the latter, in regard to his 


Pieces to contract, if I may be allowed the Ex- 
n, his own infinite Majeſty, and this vaſt 
into 4 narrow Compaſs. In the Body of 

n we may clearly obſerve a ſurpriſing Com- 

und of the four Elements: His Veins, like | 
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conſider the other Properties bf the Soul; When 
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Tf therefore conſtant Experience convinces us, that 
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„ "MW t to return t0 Plato's Obſervation,” Ty. 
YL IN KS inward, Man, las he, is an Epitome al Ye 
Ny 71 Life, Motion, And Senſe with which the Clear 
W. „ tures are endiied;, and even (fuce the Fall). 15 
2 2. Shadow of the Divine Nature.“ | Plants have, 
not only ; A. viſible Body, but alſo an inward, inyl;, 
fible Virtue, which makes them live, grow, flou- 
N. and bring forth Fruit; and this is 5 the, 
regtative Soul, Which diſtinguiſhes, it from $ Stones, 
d Metals, Which have it not. nimals 17 
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tber Senses, which Faculties Plants have not, 1 . * 
they have a ſenſitive Soul, ſo called, becauſe it mais IV 


Uſe of the Senſes in its Operations. Man is not o 
a vegetative Soul, as appears from his Nouriſhitient 
and Growth; and a ſenſitive Soul, as appears from te 
Vivacity of his Senſes ; but he has, thoreover, a 74. 


inal Soul, which-argues, and uſes viſible Things d 


Inſtruments in the Contemplation of ſuch as are in- 


viſible; - Tis this that demonſtrates him to be, 


1 ly a Plant or Animal, but a Man, and a 


badow or faint Reſemblance of the Deity. Still, 


the rational Soul of aMan comprehends both theſe 
it lives, perceives,” and reaſons} im the ſame M 
ner, as his Thoughts may be taken up with Re. 


flections on his ow]] private Affairs, the Concerts 


of his Country, and the Joys of a hettet Life. 1 
ſpeak more properly, theſe three Degrees of 
(which gracuallycentell each other, are Degrees 


however, he has but one Soul; i. e. as the ſenſitive - 
Soul, of an Animal, includes the vegetalide; W 


Life. © The firſt,” which barely exiſts, and is alto- 
Ton incapable of moving from the Place where 
grows, is that of 8 Plant. The ſecond, whith - 
ſo claſely link*d to the Body, that it periſ | 
ich it, is that of an Animal, which has the Pe 


of Motion, and various Faculties to exert” 
Means of the Organs of the Body. The" thi 

which has no Dependence on the Body, but c 
live and act wi it, is that of a Man; und 
this retains, nay increaſes its "Virtue, as 1 
thew hereafter, when the Strength of the 


Senſes grow faint and languid. 
There are three of Men, which may 


be diſtinguiſhed by the three Degrees f 
ls befdrementibiied. The vegetable Man, who, 

Ike a Plant, _— lives,” and” is nouriſhed, and 
A ib 431 whoſe | 
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wards on his own Actions, in order to regulate them 
J > Tan, Rules: of Prudence and V 


irtue 4 contem- 
L & the Works of Nature, and adores his God 
Mich a Heart fille with Gratitude and Love 4 uſes 
dis Life only in order ta à better, and his Senſes 
only as ſubſervient to his Spul. Thus, as a Man's 
Behaviour is, @ ought his Denomination to be 4 
und he either reſembles an Angel, a Brute, a Plant, 
a Stock, or a Stone, according as he neglefts ot 
proves thoſe Faculties which God has given him, 
Now ſhould any one ſay, I am convinced that 
A 1 haye ſuch a Soul, as you have deſcribed, en- 
3 dow'd with Life, Segſe, and Reaſon, and there - 
? | 12 . 3 your =_ Soul is4 
| unt ingenuduliy con nee Ys more 
learned than myſelf, have made the ſame Conctſ · 
that I am perſectly at a Loſs to reſalve the 
| | ion; yet ſueh our Ignorance will no, W 
4 or perplex the Cauſe in hand + Jince the 
4 fects are plain, the leſs we underſtand of its 
Mature, the more exalted it muſt be: For nothing 
2nan fully comprehend what is more excellent than 
1 itſalf; and the Soul, while incumber'd with this 
» _Tepementof Clay, may be faid to be foie 
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find his Reaſon ruffled and diſcompoked 1 . 
had loſt his bodily Eyes would find the E. Ys 1 by 


Mind overwhelmed. with Darkneſs. The * | hi 
verſe, however, is apparent from common Ob; © "OR 
ſeryation ; for oftentimes a molt, noble, genen, | 
and ſptightly ws 1 5 an infirm, blind, 
8 Body. In ſhort, let us Ake 4 Survey 
ead, and a "all outward Appearance 
| Foy wil be no ways different from what it uns 4 
ealth and Vigour; we muſt therefore cons "i 
clade, that there was ſometh hjng inviſible in that | *' 
dy, whilſt alive, far different from the ter- A 
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IV: jet; That the Soul improves in Vigour and Strength 
as "the Boch "does,  betaiſe 4 Man can carty. ih. 
& what a Child. cannot 1 much as move z and 
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o ape can run about ; awhere 
onths cannot ſo much t ft 
: But if either the one or the other ſhou 
break an Arm or a Leg, thoſe: Linibs would be 
deprived of their Motion and Strength, natwith- 
ſanding the Soul would Kill have the ſame Power 
of moving the reſt of the Body as before: Froni 
whence we may infer, that at a proper Time 5 
Nerves and Sine ws, Which the Soul makes uſe 
as Inſtruments to move the Body, are dry and 
Hardened ; not that the Soul is anyways grown, of 
Nrengthened. As old Men, therefore, whoſe 


| Neryes are grown tiff and uhfic for Action, re. 


an artificial Support, tho*. their Souls have 
as'ftrong Inclinations to walk as ever; the Power 
of the OE e. as in Man- 
hood, in old Age as in Touth: whole Fault 
lies in the Organs of the Body, Tudich art not 
ally good in one Age as in another. Thus 


equ 
the Skill of a Muſician is the ſame, when the 


Strings of his Inſtrument are looſe and damp, as 
when they are dry, and ſcrewed up to a proper 
Pitch, tho? the Opportunity of ſhewing his Art is 


different. Thus, Children come to a diſtinct Pro- 
 Hunciarion by the Increaſe of their Teeth, tho 


ey prattle, after an imperfect Manner, ſome 
time before; and old Men ſpeak thick, and al- 


I moſt unintelligibly, after the Loſs of prey tho” 


they are ſtill capable of imbelliſhing their Diſ- 


courſes with as bright Ou as ever. Thus, tho? 
there 
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ere were ſome Letters in the Alphabet, which SENI. 
Demoſthenes could not pronounce, thro* a natural IV. 
' Impediment in his Speech, yet he was juſtly 
which he lived. If the bodily Organs of an old 


the Vegetative and ' Senſitive Soul would act with 


of a Muſician, not by the Agility of his Fingers, 


Dr 


* 


je lle Nane of the da = | 4g 


1 4 


eſteem?d the moſt famous Orator of the Age in 
Man were as well diſpoſed as "hoſe of a Youth, 


equal Freedom; and, if you would judge as im- 
partially of the power of your Soul, as of the Skill 


8 ſtiff and inca nap of we wg by rea- 
ſome accidental Diſtemper, but by the Har- 


—— of his Compoſures; if you woul conſider, 
that you may have an Iuclination to walk, tho* the 
Weakneſs of your Nerves will not permit you; a 
Judgment to apprehend Things, tho? not conveyed | 


to you by your bodily Eyes; that your Su in 


Eloquence may be the ſame; tho* your Want of 


Teeth obſtruds the Volubility of your Expreſſion; 
and, which is more, that you may have a ſolid and 


penetrating Underſtanding when your Body is moſt 


detective; you could not but diſcern, that the 
Soul has full Power to animate the Body, tho? in 
a languiſhing and drooping Condition: Nay, the 
more the — declines, the more the former re- 
tires into itſelf. The Soul, therefore, is not the 


Body, nor any Part of it, but its Life and Spirit. N Y 


Let us now conſider whether the Soul be in any 4 


Degree corporeal, which is a Queſtion-worthy of 
our Inquiry, and demands a particular Solution. 


A Body, then, has Dimenſions, and contains no- 
wins in it but what is proportioned to its Bulk. 
Now the Soul takes in Heaven and Earth, Time 
pa and preſent, and a vaſt Number of Places, 
rſons, and Things, without the leaſt Confu- 
ſion; and the more it is filled, the. larger is its 
10 hs ; the x more it contains, " the more its De- 


| Sunn, PO 8 Being then in ſame Senſe ind 
1 3 z, eſpecially, ſince it 


— 7 — Again, as/ it.comprizes a thouſand | 


t the Diſtance of the Journey 


e State r 


2 it cannot be corporeal 


hends ſo many and ſuch great Things, at 
nar- 


time that it is confined within { 


Places, tho? it takes up no Space, ſo it is in them, 
without the leaſt Variation of its. Place. Com- 


Conſtantinople, from thence to Rome, and imme- 
diately to return to you again; command it to 
traverſe: America, or to along the- Coaſt of 
no ſooner is the Injunction given but *tis 
'd. What Body, however, can be in ſe- 
veral Places 
without ſo much Fime as bears ſome 


one Body does not receive the ache Ciblantial Farm of 
| another, without the Loſs or Alteration of its 
own z nor aſſume a ſecond, Form, without the 


Deſtruction of the figſt 5 as when a Fire is applied 


to Wood, when-a Seed ſprings forth into a Bud, 
Se. But the Soul receives, and entertains Ideas of 


the Forms of all Things; and the more it com- 


prehends, the more it perfects its own ; for the 


more it receives, the more it underſtands, and 


_ conſequently is more improved 

. 97 — 
e e n n be derived 
3 four Elements, how came they to give 


from an Intermixture of them, the ſame Abſurdity 


will ſtill ſubſiſt. Shall we not be forced to ac- 


' knowl , therefore, that the ſame God, who 


framed t Body i in ſo excellent a Manner, breathed 


into it a Soul, to make his Work complete? The 
Soul is active, the Body paſſive, and perfectly in- 
9 unleſs. moved ind another; whereas A5 


* 


mand your Soul to take its Flight in a Moment to 


at once without Motion; or move, 


Proportion 
propoſed ? Again, 


corporeal, whence does it pro- 


Life, which. they have not themſelves? If 


oo = en 
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OO pen te Newer thei, ww Þ 
Soul moves within itſelf, tho“ not maved from SU nf,. 


Without; and, notwithſtanding its Union with the IV. 
Racy, icorporeal, and conſequently wegen: 
for cannot receive two contrary Forma: I 
whereas the Soul receives Fire and Water, Heag 
and Cold White and Black, not only together; 
but by. comparing one with the other, more clear- 
ly underſtands them. In ſhort, the more we ab- 
ourſelves from Matter, the more vifibly we 
ow that nothing can be more repugnant to the 
ature of the Soul than Matter is. *. 09 
In the next Place, let us examine whether the 
Soul be corruptible, or not; I have ſhewn already, 
that the Soul is not the Body, and neither grows, 
nor decays with it; nay, that it is often- times moſt 
vigorous, when that draws neareſt to its Diſſolu- 
tion. Can we then be fo abſurd, ſo ſtupidly ig- 
norant; as to imagine, that the former will periſh 
with the latter? A Man's Senſes fail him, becauſe 
his Eyes and Spirits are ſubject ta Decay; where- 
as a blind Man's Intelefts are generally improved, 
becauſe his Mind is nat diverted with a Variety of 
Objects; and, when the Eyes of che Body drop 
from their Sockets, the Eyes of the Underſtand- 
ng may be entertained with a Multitude of beau- 
tiful * Ideas. Moreover, if it be the Eye that ſees, 
and the Ear that hears, it may be a[k'd, why have 
we not two diſlunt# Perceptions, fince we have two 
Eyes and two Ears? The Reaſon is, one and the ſame 
Soul performs theſe Operations by the Mediation of 
the Senſes, And if, as we have before obſerved, © 
when our Eyes are ſhut, 1 the Uſe of them js loſt 
3k 2 


by 


71 $2. a | 

4 Whoever has read Ailton will be feelingly convinced of 
this Truth; ſince for noble Deſcriptions, beautiful Images, 
bold Flights, and Sublimity of Language, no Writings, the 
Holy Scriptures excepted, can ſtand in Competition with his. 
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7 1 Futuri State demonſtrated” &c. 


"Paws unhappy Accident, we ſee a thoiſand' - 
hings with the Eyes of our Mind, which are 


t. 
* 


; — "ot quick-ſighted when” our bodily Sight i is moſt 


and imperfect; is it not plain, that the Soul 

is no way circumſcribed-by the outward Senſes? 

I it poſſible, that the former ſhould be deſtroyed, 
becauſe the latter are loſt, ſince the moſt valuable 
"Senſes are then moſt vigorous? | hy 
I Have much more to ade for the Illuſtration of 
this moſt important Truth; but as the Time is 
Elapſed, I ſhall defer the Proſecution of this Dif- 
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AF uture State demonſtrated, from the , 
Nature of the Soul. 


— — — r . 7 

„ ee | 
The Sadducees ſay, That there it no Refutrec=- 
ion, neither Angel nor Spirit, 


1 diſcourſing upon theſe Words, I told you, SERN. 
that ſeveral very uſeful and prevailing Argu- V. 
ments for a Future State might be deduced, Wwe 
Ni, From the Nature of the Soul, | 
Secondly, From the Miferies of this Life, and 
the unequal Diſtributions of Rewards and Puniſh- 4 
ments. And | LF: "WE | _ 
Thirdly, From the univerſal Conſent of Mankind. 
I had only Time to enter upon the firſt Ar- 
ticle, namely, the Nature of the Soul; in which, 
as you may remember, I proved to you, that we 
have a vegetative, ſenfitrve, and rational Soul; that 1 
the Soul is not the Body, nor in the leaſt depend- = 
ent on it, Why ſhould the former then be mea- ' 3 
ſured by the latter, and die with it, when in ſome 
Senſe it makes eyen thoſe Bodies live, which died 
ſome Ages ago? Or, ſhall we be afraid of its bei | 
hurt, when tis ſubject to no Caſualty, eyen whil 
united to the Body? Tho? a Man loſes an Arm, 
or a Leg, or even one Half of his Body, his Soul 
is notwithſtanding undivided, and its Virtue is dif 
fuſed over all the Organs of his mangled Carcaſe. 
Nay, the former Sw intire, tho? the latter gra- 
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Sex. auh ks tho? the Blood be drained out, _ 


3 


2 
=” 
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. 


of retreating, and ſhe muſt be i 
Accommodation before ſhe will quit Poſſeſſion. How 


"Fire c 


Motion weak and feeble, its Senſes . 


— is Vigour loft, her earthly Tabernacie muſt be 


YE 19 + þ into 'Dult, beſore ſhe be diſcouraged ; 
Walls muft be battered down ever the thinks 
deprived of every 


often has it been ſeen; that a on his 
Bed, hath diſcourſed with more Wiſdom than at 
any Time beſpre, tho? in a perfect State of Health 


© has ferthed abe A of this Family with che m. 


moſt Prudence and Qeconomy, and has taken his 
Farewel of the World with the utmoſt Tranquil: | 
_  lity of Mind and Reſignation to the Divine Will 


- When his Body, at the ſame Time, was grown a mere 


+ Skeleton, withered witheut, and putrified within; 
and, to all outward Appearance, a moſt loathſotme 
and deſpicable Lump of Clay? How has the Soul 
exerted fel, and lied the Hearers with the ut- 
moſt Admiration at its triumphant Raptures, and 
Exalted Ideas of that Happineſs which it waz 
ing * in a res Separation from the 
y? Might we not ſay of ſuch a Soul, os i 
"was Low to get or z and, as a Bird, pent u 
' within the Egg, | muſt firſt break the Shell that in- 
cloſed it, before it can gain its Freedom; ſo this 
Body miſt, in like Manner, be diffolved, before 
1 Soul can . a naked and unembodied | 
mes. 
Let us examine a little, in the next Place, what 
it is, 8 Things are generally deſtroyed: 
es out for Want of Fewel, or is ex- 
tinguimed by Water, its oppoſite Element.” A 
"Plant dies by exceſſive sh or by being crop- 


. 


1 


"ped at an unſeaſonable Time, or plucked up by G 
the Roots. An Animal dies, either by a Contra- 


P24 of FRE by Eat of all Nouriſhment, 
or 


SORE, cont a 11. 2 
Violence. But which o 4 any Ways affect A 
the Soul, which is immaterial, tho” united to the 1 
- Body? Will a Contrariety of Things do it ? What | * 
ban be oontrary to That, which equally receives all 
Contraries, and underſtands one of them by ano- 9 
ther? Fire is hot, and Water cold, and our Bo- * # 3g 
dies muſt feel the fatal Effects of two ſuch Contra - 4 
rieties ; whereas the Mind unites them without 
| heating or cooling itſelf, and oppoſes them to each 
other in order to che more per ect Knowledge of 
hem; and tho? they are mutually deſtructive in 
the World, yet they are mutually ſerviceable in - 


9 dhe Underſtanding, Tho” Peace and War are direct 


Oppoſites, yet the Nind can employ itſelf in the 
97 — both at the ſame Time. Death, 
which deſtroys the Life of the Body, e 
nant to the Life of the Soul, but the Way that leads. 
directly to it. Again, can Want of Nouriſnment 
prove injurious to it? No, there is no Food but 
what it can digeſt; and the mote it is filled, the 
more boundleſs are its Appetites. A Brute owes 
its Suſtenance and Support to ſome particular Food 
that is moſt fttable to its Nature; but the Soul 
regales itſelf on all Things in general. Were 
there no Objects of Senſe to entertain it, it would 
notwithſtanding be taken up with the Contempla- 
tion of ſuch as were rational; were there no ſub- 
lunary Objects for its Amuſement, it would reflect 
on che vaſt Variety of Heavenly Bodies; in ſhort, 
were whole Worlds deſtroyed, it would then re- 
pale itſelf with ſuch Dainties as are moſt agree- 
able to the Nature of a Spirit. The Edge of a 
Beaſt's A petite is ſoon taken off, and his Hun- 
ger quickly appeaſed; for ſome particular TR, 
only prove le to his Taſte: But what can 
ite Big Capacity of a ratings Soul? Tho' the 
RES more 
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Seu. mere it knows, the more it thirſts after Knows 


| nit of "itſelf, it lives in, and derives its Life 
ſible it ſhould die by external Violence, as two Bo- 
dy can ſhock the Soul, which is a Spirit? If then 


ral Way? No ſurely: But it may, be overpowered 


ne of the Sun; our Ears ſtunn'd with the Fall 
of a Caſcade, or a Clap of Thunder; our Smell, 
with too fragrant a Scent; our Taſte, by what is 
too rough; and our Feeling, by too intenſe a Heat. 
For the Generality, it is not the ſenſitive Power, 


- Caſe is quite different with reſpect ta the Soul. 


I and we underſtand them but very imperfectly, 
they ſhock us not, tho? they cannot indeed much 


the Soul be ſo different from thoſe of the Body, 
1:5 ak every Thing that acts by the Mediation of 
* would ; it not be childiſh and ridiculous to infer, 


4 Future. State 8 


> e, yet is it never incommoded, or diſturbed 
the leaſt Crudity or Indigeſtion. If it 


him, in whom all Things exiſt. Again, is 41 | 
dies may be deſtroyed by Colliſion? But what Bo- 


it be na ways liable to receive. any Impreſſions 
from within or without, can it be hurt in a natu- 


perhaps by its Objects, as our Senſes often are, the 


very Glory whereaf may too ſtrongly affect it. 
Thus our Eyes may be dazzled with the Bright- 


but the Qrgans of Senſe that ſuffer, But the 


For the more glorious its Objects are, the more | 
agrecably it is entertained ; if they proye obſcure, 


delight us: But the more we underſtand them, 
the more they entertain us; and Truths that arę 
moſt ſublime moſt quicken our Underſtandings, ' 
and invite us to the Contemplation of them, If 
then the Nature, Nouriſhment, and Operations of 


. . nn 


that it is mortal, becauſe the Senſes decay, and | 
the Body dies? Doubtleſs it would ſince from 
Ah r de may S that 1 15 is It t in its 
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Nature; for a natural Death, as well as u violent Si, 
one, is wholly owing. to the Bod pi AY, 
It may not be i pen Place to con Þ 
ſider, what the Diſſo — the Body from the 4 
Soul, or what Corruption is. Death, according 
to the Philoſophers, is the Separation of Matter 
and Form; and, ſince the Body is the former, and 
the Soul the latter, their Separation is common 
term'd Death. But how can the Soul die, whi 
I have proved to r 
without the Body? And moreover, how can the 
Perfection of a Thing be the Corruption of it? 
The leſs ſenſual a Man is, the more rational he 
is; nay, his true Life conſiſts in abſtracting him - 
ſelf from Matter, Every Thing acts accotding to 
its Nature; and That 5 its Nature, which 
renders its Operations perfect: The Separation of 
the Soul from the Body, or of Matter and Form _— 
which completes its Operations, has the ſame Ef- 9 
fect on its Nature. To die, is to become cor- Y 
faber to become corrupt, is to ſuffer; and to 
er, is to receive ſome apparent Detriment, 
2 cannot be ſaid of That, which receives all 
Things, and ſuffers nothing. Intenſe Heat and 
extreme Cold corrupt our Bodies, but neither the | 
one could burn, nor the other freeze us, did we 
not ſuffer by them, Our Senſes decay by the too | 
werful Weight and Oppreſſion of their Objects, 
uſe they receive, and clearly diſcern what tis 
that ſhocks them, and acts upon their Objects in 
ſuch a Degree, as that they are liable to be in- 
jured by them; whereas the Soul receiveth 3 
Things by virtue of the Underſtanding, and acts 
y in a rational Manner; and the ore cannot 
corrupted, The Mind is no more diſcompoſed 
by reflecting on the moſt intenſe Heat, than en "0 
fe bleakeſt Air; on the cold Ice of Nos _ 


jp » — th" 8 
F- 4 n * 8 


- 


43 ; . den en the ſeorching Sands of {rica 5 Bn vie 
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than Virtue; 80 far are they from being Oppo. 


e never underſtands them more 


8 


Morton 3 
When the es to move, it ceaſes to live; 
| carried along with it; whereas it ei 


| Fedly, than by ng one to the other. 
9 — ekich i nothing, nay, perfects itſeff 
dees Thing, can never be ſubhect to 

tion, in, Death is a Ceſſution from all Mo- 
tion, and che Conchiion of this Life, which has 
' ncontimenl Tendency towards Death, as that is no 
more than a ſhort Paſſage to the true Life ; hke 
Chain of a Watch, Minute of its 
ion —.— to its ſtanding ſtill. 


but, if the a pens , it would be 
is at Reſt, 
or travels in a Way ſuitable to a Spitit; juſt as 3 


carries us along with it, whether we walk, or 


It ft ] ; and our Power of walking in it is not in 
he leaſt interrupted, tho! That rides at Anchor, 
Again, if the Soul was ſubject to Corruption, 3 
| ones, it would be fubject Hkewiſe to Mura- 


tion, and conſequently to Time; for Mutation is 
u Species, or rather a Conſequence of Motion, 
which muſt happen in ſome Point of Duration; 


and at certain Periods the Body manifeſt 


grows, and decays ; tho?, "When's the 15 are 
Julleft, the Underſtandi 


the Soul is not ebe to Time, and con e 
not to- any Alteration, and conſequently, not to 
Corruption. Moreover, nothing is nouriſhed by 
What is more excellent than itfelf; and Things 
corruptible live upon ſuch as are equally corruptible 
with themſelves, which they maſs e wer 
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Learned, the ſtately Monuments of Princes and 
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; ſpeak ill of the Dead. Whence ſhall we account 
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Part of Mankind. And among the latter, we 5 
ſhall find an earneſt Deſire e e their Me- I 
mories, and an eager Thirſt after ö 
Glory: Witneſs the elaborate Writings of the | 
Nobles, the Buildings of the Rich, and the Tro- 
phies of Men of Honour; abſtracted from that 
univerſal Maxim, that it is highly ungenerous to 


or that Veneration and Reſpect, which all Na- 
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% Ae State dimomſtruted. 
St. tions pay to the Aſhes of their departed. Friends, 
V. the x the Funeral Solemnities, and all rug 
= = fplendid Circumſtances of ſuch as have d 
=  '-  , this: Life, could we conceive, that they were no 
KB better than common Clay, and the Duſt of the 
1 Earth? May we not rather ſuppoſe, that ſuch a 
= ' - Caſt of the Mind is owing to an innate Principle 
within, which informs us, that we are immortal; 
and that the Earth, that has gnce. been honoured 
with ſuch a Gueſt as an immortal Soul, ſhould be. 
preſerved as long as may be from Oblivion? In 
regard to us, who profeſs ourſelves Diſciples of 
che Bleſſed /s, this laſt Article of human Va- 
nity, I mean, the above mentioned Funeral So- 
lemnities, has this very good Excuſe for it: We 
look upon fuch as by Death take their laſt. Fare: 
wel of us, as thoſe who are only removed to another 
State, who have depoſited their Bodies in the Boſom 
of their Mother Earth, in order to reſume them a- 
gain, when they ſhall be full ripe for Immortality. 
| * It would be almoſt unpardonable, in this Place, 
where the Introduction of it would be fo eaſy 
and natural, to paſs over that glorious Illuſtra- 
tion of a Reſurrection, which is made uſe f 
by St. Paul: Obſerve, ſays he, the common 
Courſe of Nature do not all Things die, in order 
to revive again with greater Vigour ? The Grain 
of Corn, which you ſow in the Ground, is not 
quickened, except it die; and, when once rotted 
in the Ground, does it not ſpring ta Light again 
with ten-fold Life? Why then ſhould it be incre- 
_ idible with you, that theſe Bodies, when ſown and 
rotted in the Ground, . ſhould revive again with a 
greater Degree of Spirit and Vigour ?—Bat to re- 
turn from this Digreſſion; for ſuch it may be 
. Th e thought, 
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. from the Nature of the Soul. 6 

thought, ſince the Reſurrection of the Body is a SAM. 

Truth we have gained from Revelation, and my V. 

preſent Buſineſs is only to prove a Future State, 

from the glimmering Light of Reaſon ; and to 

ſhew; that the Soul may live, tho? the Body muſt 

periſh.” But before I proceed, I muſt beg Leave 

to remind you, that St. Paul tells us, thiat our Bo- 

dies muſt die, or be changed; that this Corrup- 

tible muſt put on Incoxruption, and this Mortal muſt” 

put on Immortality, before it can inherit the King- 
dom of Gd. | | 1 
Now to purſue our Argument. Who can long 
after Immortality, that has not ſome Idea of what 
Immortality is? And is it not reaſonable to be- 
lieve, that he, who conceives the Happineſs of 
ſuch a State, muſt be capable of attaining it? 
No One deſires to be eternal, that is, without 
Beginning, becauſe no Man is, or can be ſo, nor 
can he frame any adequate Idea of Eternity; but 
every One has the Courage to deſire to be im- 
mortal: Even they, who do not believe, that they 
are naturally capable of Immortality, endeavour to 
make themſelves ſo by Art and Induſtry; and 
the moſt ignorant Perſons believe an Immortality 
in the general, and eaſily entertain a proper No- 
ton of it. Our Souls are not eternal, but had 
their Beginning from the Breath of God, and 
therefore they can have no Notion of Eternity; 
but they were created immortal, and can there- 
fore frame ſome Idea of Immortality. And why 
is this Deſire of it univerſal, if it be not natural? 
And how can it be natural, if it be not only fruit- 
leſs and ineffectual, but fills the Mind with Uneaſi- 
neſs and anxious Thoughts? But to come a little 
more Cloſely to the Point; let me appeal to your 
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the Creation any Powers and Facultic 


or Senſe, common to all their Species: They 
have no Deſires beyond the — of they 


ſecuring them from Dangers 4 but Man has Paſ- 


ign. — an 
2 out its Uſe? e Part of 
but what 
ment and 


are of Service, and tend to their N 
Preſervation ? They have —— no 


a; Future State; they have ng irregular 1 
e eee 


SA Fp Sp FFA 


Hunger; no farther Views than ſuch as tend to the abo 
fions; Appetites, and a longing Deſire after Im- v1 


. mortality 8 Rane God wuer ads ay This = 


in vain, we muſt be convinced, that we were de- 


Nr dich 
For, if this were to be the only Stage we were to nate 
appear upon; if we had nothing further to be Tri 


careful for, but this Body z how ſuperfluovs were . 
Reaſon *? Would not meer Senſe, ſuch as the . © 


| Brutes are endow'd with, have better anſwer's ll © f 


dur Purpoſe ? What Need had we of any Notion i © | 


of a God, or the leaſt Inclination to pry into the i 
Motions of the Heavenly Bodies, or to dive into An 
the Secrets of Nature, had we nothing elſe to do did 


but to indulge our Senſes ; to eat, and drink, and IW *® 


| laugh; and then to die, and be no more? Nay, Tn 


our. very Doubts concerning our Mortality; will I ma 
—— way to evince the 1 call I the 
a rational Creature, becauſe ack 

is agreeable to Reaſon, and what not; his very the 


3 about his Rationality, would demon- me 
ſtrate him to be a rational Creature, becluſe he mo 


would advance ſome Arguments in Vindication of I n 


whar he thought fit to alſert: He is likewiſe ſen- Tir 


fible | 
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Fm the Nature of the Send, 


perl ſible of the Difference, between mortal Thi 


u- 


— — 


and. S 
.— immortal, which, therefore, is ne 


reſumption 
n might urge againſt it, would be a 
Demonſtration of it. He would be apt to inſiſt, that, 
if the Soul was immortal, it would act with Free- 
dom, and be altogethen independent on the Body. 


Do but turn your Eyes inward, and conſider whe- 


ther your Soul acts thus, or not. Beſides, if you 
ae mortal, what Reaſon, can you alledge for ſuch 


your Knowledge Elmmuralicy't Your Mind, if | 


ever you have entertained any ſerious Thoughts 
about the Matter, will convince you, that your 
Soul is immortal, ſince it cannot help dreading; 
what its Lot may be when the Body * and 
whateyer Men may preſump y aſſert, w 

are in Health and Vigour, 1 is 

ſs ſeldom fails to extort from the moſt cha 


V. 


that he is immortal; and the 3 


nate Infidel, an Acknowledgment of this gres 


Truth, Zeno, the Stoick, uſed to ſay, That- - 


he had rather ſee. one Indian devote himſelf 


« chearfully to the Flames, thro* a ſtrong Per- 
* ſuaſion of the Immortality of the Soul, chan 


* hear the Arguments of a thouſand Phi 


* in its Behalf,” And indeed, what Argument | 


can be ſo ſtrong, ſo convincing, as ſuch, an intre- 
E And we ſhould be much bet- 

ter pleaſed to ſee an Atheiſt bear witneſs to the 
Truth of this Doctrine, and of his own Accord 


make an honeſt, tho“ no. ſuitable Reparation f 


the Injury he had done to his rational Nature, by 


acknowledging his fatal Miſtake, and dying full of 
the moſt dreadful Apprehenſions of the Puniſh>. 
ment due to his former Demerits, than to hear the _ 
moſt florid. and elaborate Diſcourſe of the. molt 
eminent Divines upon that Subject. At ſuch a 


eee act, according to the Dic- 


rates 
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"Sex. dus bf his cool Thoughts; whereas before, he Wa 
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1 V. intoxicated, aps, with Wine, or diſſolved in N 
= — ſenſyal Pleaſures. That we have not wanted ſuf- J 
= . ficient Evidence of this Sort, you may be fully 

= convinced by a little Inquiry. Almoſt all the . 


Diſbelievers of a Future State, in former Ages, 
recanted their ill: grounded Opinion on their Death- 
beds; and, in our own Nation, among many 
others, one of the moſt facetiqus, and, at the ſame 
time, the moſt abandoned and daring Infidel that 
ever lived, was as remarkable for his Penitence, as 
baue had been before notorious for his ene rh of 
Religion. © 
| But to proceed. I here mern yu; that we 
Have a vegetable, ſenſitive, and rational Life; 
that is, the Life of a Plant, a Brute, and a Man. 
So long as an Infant is in his Mother's Womb, he 
only lives and grows; his Soul is, as it were, 
afleep, and his Senſes in a Slumber; during which 
Time he appears to be no more than a Plant. But, 
if we conf der his Eyes, Ears, Tongue, Senſes, 
and all his various Motions, we ſhall eaſily per- 
| ceive, that he was not created to live always in 
bo that gloomy State of Confinement, where he nei- 
= ther' ſees, hears, nor walks, but was to be intro- 
# . — duced into a ſpacious World, where there is Scope 
ſufficient for the Exercife of all his Faculties, and 
proper Objects for their Entertainment. As ſoon 
» as he is diſcharged from his loneſome Priſon, he 
ins to ſee, move, and to perceive ; by De- 
grees he finds 'the Uſe of all his Limbs, and proper 
Employment for all his Senfes ; proper Objects 
for his Eyes, a Variety of Sounds for his Ears, 
and Bodies for his Touch: We find in Man, 
. moreover, a Mind, or Underſtanding, which makes 
=_ uſe of the Eyes, as Windows, to look about, and 
_— find ſome ſuitable e for it. At firſt, 
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from the Nature of the Soul. r 
| Sided; tho it may be agreeably amuſed with the SRR u. 
Multiplicity of Objets Fhich it beholds, and de- V 
"lighted with the Contemplation of them, yet ſtill ——— - J} 
it finds nothing more excellent than itſelf, and 2X 
therefore looks up to its Creator; and even while 
- confined to this z contemplates his Heavenly 
Perfections, and in ſuch Exerciſes as theſe ſoars 
above the Sphere of Senſe; and, as the Infant 
ſtruggles for its Liberty, exerts itſelf to the laſt 
| Shall we not {ay then, that this Heaven» 
ly Principle within us will not endure to be for“ 
ever impriſoned, but will one Day ſeek its Maker 
Face to Face, and not darkly, as thro* a Glaſs : 
That it will hereafter live a Life ſuitable to its 
Nature, and free from the Incumbrances of Fleſh 
and Blood : In ſhort, as the Infant is prepared and 
fitted in the Womb for launching into another State, 
ſo in This World the Soul is preparing for herJourney - 
to the next. We are filled with a thouſand Anxie- 
ties at the taking our Fare wel of this Life; and We 
may conclude, that the Infant too would be very 
loth to leave his dark Cell, if Nature did not 
oblige him to it. And, had he the Power of Speech, 
would he not call his Birth by the Name of Death? 
While we were Inhabitants of the Womb, tho 
we had Eyes, we neither ſaw, nor enjoyed the 
Light; and for the moſt part, I preſume, were 
motionleſs, unleſs when ſome extraordinary *Acci- 
dent intervened ; even when we did move, we 
were ignorant that we had either Senſe or Motion: 
Is it any Matter of Surpriſe then, that in this Life 
the Eyes of our Mind are ſo ſhort-ſighted ? That 
never reflect on the Immortality of their Souls, 
but when rouſed to it by ſome uncommon Occur- 
rence? Is not the ans think you, as unwilling to 
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© Szxm. make his Entrance into this Life, as we are to make 


c which our Souls are impriſoned, or rather in- 
5 tomb' d ? And, had he but a ſmall Share of Know- 
* ledge, would he not be 4s fond of living in the 
MMWMomb, as we are of continuing in this World? And 
5 woyuld he not have as much Reaſon to think the 
=, Theatre on which our Senſes act, as much an 
F , idle Dream and Deluſion, as any of us can ima- 
= gine that Stage to be, on which our Souls muſt 


that he would. t. | 
Let us conclude then with the before men- 
tioned Obſervation of Plato, namely, That there 
<< 18 an inward as well as an outward Man,” The 
M,aatter com nds the Being and Harmony of all 
. f the Parts o the World; the Former, The ſeveral 
Degrees of Life. A Child in the Womb lives 
like a Plant, but excels it, and is prepared for be- 
ing an Animal, by having both Senſe and Mo- 
tion. Theſe he has in Perfection in this World, 


aim for the other, in which his Reaſon will have 


the Babe makes his Entrance into this World; ſo 

we launch out into the other. We ſally out of 

our firſt World, if we may be allowed the Ex- 
preſſion, into this ſecond, for Want of proper Nou- 
= - _ riſhment; but our Senſe is quicker and Motion 
_—_ ſwifter: And from this into the third, growing 
1 diefective in Senſe and Motion, but daily improve- 
ing in our Underſtandings. And, if our Paſſage 
from the firſt to the ſecond be called our Birth, 


as of our Mind have ſuch a Tendency to a Future 


V. our Exit, and bid adieu to the Fleſh and Senſe, in 


act forever? There is no Doubt to be made but 


and ſome Share of Underſtanding, which prepares 
ample Room to entertain and ſolace itſelf. As 


why ſhould our Paſſage from the ſecond to the 
 - third be called our Death? And fince the Acts 


State, that it cannot reſt in any preſent Enjoy 
l * a | | ment 


ng * of the Su, 


ment; this World can be but like an Inn, where Sex. 
we lodge for a Night, as we are travelling to- 1 
wards the Heavenly Canaan. — 

I ſhould echt: 6. this Part of my Diſcourſe, f 
with anſwering ſome few Objections, which I 2 
foreſee may poſſibly be made to it; but as that 
would take yp too much Time, I ſhall reſerve. the 0 YZ 
Proſecution of it for * next 5 —_ 


AF ature State We om th 
| Na Lat oy: Soul. 
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AcTs iii. ver. 8. 


The Sadducees ſay, That there is ” Reſurrec- 
tion, neither Angel nor Spirit. | 


75 


Szuul. TN a fornder Diſcourſe upon theſe Words, [told 
VI. you, that ſeveral very uſeful and prevailing 
Ws Afjguments for a Future State might be deduced, 
Fir, From the Nature of the Soul. 
Secondly, From the Miſeries of this Life, and 
| the unequal Diſtributions of Rewards and Puniſh 
ments. And 
Thirdly, From the univerſal Conſent of Mankind, 
In the Concluſion of my laſt, Diſcourſe, I pro; 
miſed to anſwer the Ohjections that might poſ- 
bly be alledged againſt what I had advanced, in 
relation to the Nature of the Soul; and this I 
flatter myſelf I ſhall be able to do to the intire 
Satisfaction of every ſerious Chriſtian. 
_ Firſt then, ſome may ſay, That the Soul and 
| the Body are the ſame, becauſe we fee nothing but 
the Body; as they deny a Deity, becauſe they can- 
not ſee him. To this I anſwer, we fee God and 
e Soul in their Effects. A dead Body has the 
Parts, that it enjoyed when living, but does 
not perform the ſame Functions which it did be- 
fore. The Eye ceaſes to ſee, tho“ the Eye it- 
ſelf remains intire; 3 and therefore the viſive le | 
4 | #68 C ty 
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1 from the Nature of the Soul. 69 


941 05 5 2227 n ** 
culty is not owing to the Body. The moſt SzRM. 
95 Eye cannot ſee itſelf; and, if the Soul VI. 


were to be ſeen by the Eye, it would loſe its Na- . 


ture, and be no longer a Soul, but a Body; for 
our Eyes are capable of diſcerning Nothing but 
Bodies. But ſay ſome, tho“ we hape a ſeniti ve 
Power, yet wwe baue not à rational one; fince, what _ 
8 call Reaſon is nothing more than a quick Senſe, 
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5 the Reſult of it, and when the Senſes decay, that . 1 5 


feriſhes with it. But this very Argument of 
theirs is a plain Demonſtration that they have a 
Faculty ſuperior to Senſe, For the quickeſt Senſe 
can never draw à Concluſion, It can perceive 
there is ſome Smoke, but cannot reaſon thus; 
there be Smoke, there muſt be Fire, and Some- 
body to kindle it. Brutes can hear Muſick, but 
not judge of its Harmony, and diſcern the Cauſe 
of Diſcords and Concords, as Men can, and 
of their pleaſing or ſhocking the Senſe, Our 
nelling of Odours, taſting of ſavoury Meats, and - 
ing of ſolid Subſtances are doubtleſs the Ope- 
rations, of our Senſes z but to judge of the inter- 
nal Virtue of a/ Thing by.the Smell of it, of the 
Wholſomeneſs or pernicious Quality of it by its 


| Taſte, and of the Malignancy of a Fever by feels 


ing a Ferſon's Pulſe, and to penetrate into his very 
Bowels, which the quickeſt Eye cannot, argues a 
Power beyond that of Senſe, Tis true, indeed, 


that ſome Brutes have quicker Senſes than ſome 


Men; but then they have not the Faculty of com- 
panng Sounds or Smells, Sc. with their Qppo- 
fites, or of making them ſubſervient to each other, 
or to themſelves. From whence it manifeſtly fol - 
lows, that there is in Man a Power ſuperior to that 
of Senſe, No one ſure would venture to fay,, 


that the moſt acute Senſe could ever make a Man 


either a Painter, a Maſter of Muſick, or a Phy- | 


"7.4 : ſician. * 


* 
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17 | 
= Sz, ſician. Nay, how often do we fun counter to 
VI. Judgment of Senſe ? Such a Tower, at a Diſtance, 
— ſeems to the Eye to be round, but our Reaſon per- 
ne. ch Wh us it is ſquare; a T 

to 


. Palate, may feem to be bitter, tho“ our Reaſon 


, "moſt Qualifications to recommend them; © but 


idle Surmile; for too many great Travellers have 

5 Fenſes 28 his Rider, and yet neither of them per 
m 

, improves a Man's Judgment, but proper Obſer- 


Faculty which directs it, another; as a Spy is 
one Thing, on he gets, another; and 


2 Cranmer reſolutely thruſt his Hand into the 


of Mind, we ſhould have concluded him at once 
o be void of Senſe, ſo mightily doth Reaſon 


A Future State demonſtrated, 


hing which a 

but ſmall to the one, appears to be Wor 
the other; the Former takes. the Extremities of 
two Lines in a long Avenue to meet; ' where- 
as the Laiter apprehends them to be parallel. Tho- 
a Clap of Thunder ſeems to the Ear to ſucceed a 
Flaſh of Lightning, yet Philoſophy acquaints us, 
that they are inſtantaneous, Sugar, to a diſtem { 


dictates to us, that tis ſweet, Some vainly im- 
gine, that thoſe, who have ſeen moſt, have the 


alas! a very little Obſervation will confute ſuch an 


returned home as weak and ignorant, as they were 
when they firſt ſet out. An Horſe has as quick 


aps is the wiſer for what they have ſeen , 
whence it follows, that *tis not mere Sight that 


The Quickneſs of the Senſe, is one Thing, the 


the Prudence of him that ſent him is diſtinct from 
both. Nay, Senſe and Reafon are often contrary, | 
The Former dictates to us, that we ſhould not put 
ourſelves to Pain, the Latter, that we ſhould ſub- 
mit to the Amputation of one Member for the 
Preſervation of the whole Body. If we had ſeen 


Flames with the utmoſt Intrepidity and Serenity 


gon. 
troul, 


Pa 
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re 
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"os the Nature of the Sul. 


troul it. 
the Will the 


gnant to them; ſo the Will checks the ſen- 


repu 
ſual Appetite, reſtrains it from drinking in one 
Diſtemper, ſleeping in 2 ſecond, and eating in a 


third, "Beſides, the more a Man 8 his Ap- 


tites, the leſs his Will has the Aſcendant over 


him; and the more Underſtanding he has, the 


leſs he regards the Judgment of Senſe. 
Had a Man, like the Brutes, a ſenſitive Part 


1 ly, could a Child be eapable of driving whole 
Flocks of Sheep, or Herds of Cattſe where he 


5 thoꝰ againſt their Inclination ? How comes 


that the Birds obſerve one general Me- 
thod in the Building of their Nefts, and tune their 


Throats ſo little different from one another? Men, 


on the other hand, are ſometimes governed by 
Laws directly oppoſite, and their Polities, Modes 
of Building, and Methods of Thinking are widely 


diſtant from each other, Now can any Thing 


treaſure up ſo many Contrarieties, but That to 
which nothing is c a 
nies there is in Man a Power beyond that of Senſe, 


He therefore that de- 


muſt be void of Senſe and Underſtanding too. 
Again, ſays an Objector, this rational Faculty 
(which 1s d the Man) is c tible, as well as 


the Senſes. Tho? I flatter myſelf that the con- 


trary has already been clearly proved, yet it may 
not be altogother uſeleſs to/ inquire alittle 


into their fallacious Way of reaſoning, The 
| Form or Sb 


of any Thing, ſay they, enge 
with its ter; now the Soul is the Form 


the Body, and there ore dies with it, The Argu- 
ment, indeed, would be concluſive, were the Soul 
a material Form but I have-proved it is immate- 


ah and can exiſt without the Body; and the 


more 


' F4 


ite is the Bent of the former, and SERM. 
lination of the latter; and as the VL _ 
Underſtanding often corrects the Senſes, and i 
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Hure State demonſtrated, | 
AM, more it abſtracts itſelf from Matter, the more it re: 


"Again, If the Soul, ſay they, ſurvives the Bo- 
ty, hy has no-one ever come back to decide the Con- 
troverſy ? A very ſubtle Interrogatory truly] Shall 


we deny there is ſuch a Place as Greenland, bes 
caiſe perhaps we have never ſeen any of the Na- 


ttves of the Place? May not they, by a Parity of 
' Reaſon, deny that there is ſuch a Place as England, 
becauſe we never went to them; and, if there be 


ſo little Communication between Perſons in this 
' _-. World, can we be reaſonably pres that- there 


8 ſhould be none between us and 


* 


8 | e World of * | 
.\-) rits? Suppoſe a Man ſhould be baniſhed from his 
native Country to a Place both unhealthful and 


unpleaſant, would he be fond, think you, When 
once recalled, of returning again. And can we ima: 

| pine, that the Spirits of juſt Men made perfect in 
Heaven, their native Country, ſhould be willing 
. { to deſcend to theſe lower Regions again, where 
there is no ſuch Thing as Perfection, Beſides, a 
one who is a. Priſoner cannot diſcharge himſelf, 
at Pleaſure, from his Confinement, tho? his Incli- 
nation for Liberty be ever ſo ſtrong; ſo may we 
not ſuppoſe, that a departed Soul cannot return 
from the other World, without Permiſſion from 
the Almighty? The Reſtraint of the latter, in- 


deed, is moſt agreeable to his Choice, whereas 


that of the former is repugnant to his Inclination, 


* Ig | But ĩs it notunreaſonable to expect, that God ſhould 


atify our Curioſities ſo far, as to ſend a Spirit 
ther to convince us that there is anther World, 
when the Belief of ſo important a Truth is an Ad- 


vantage to ourſelves, and none to him? In a 


Word, is not this altogether as unreaſonable, as 


to deſire any one to return into his Mother's 


es Womb, 


J. tains its proper Form, and therefore is not affected 
A by the Corruption of the Body | | 
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from the Nature of -the Soal. 


Womb, for no other Purpoſe, but to inform the Sum. 
pregnant, that there VI, = 
1s A World, beßde the gloomy Priſon: he inha wowed 2 


Babe, with which ſhe may be 


bid ? 
Ls gran, toy they that ur babe bus 
one 9 the it has Faculties, and why 
ſrould not the rational 7 as well as the veges_ 
ative and ſenſitive ? But to this I anſwer, we may 
as well ſay a Man ceaſes to be a ſkilful-Fencer, or 


Muſician, becauſe by Accident he drops his Sword, 


or his Hand becomes lame. Thus, when the 
Senſes are inca 
tions, the Soul is the ſame, which tho* it ſome- 
en don Jer dogs cot alvays ndke-uſo-of cor- 


be Body, as a Muſician does of a Viol, whoſe) 
Skill remains, when the Inſtrument is broken . 
Pieces; and, tho? he cannot make that ſpeak, ſup ?- e 

y him but with another, and he will play aas 
jouſly as before, A Man in Years would 


the leſs ſhe reflects on earthly and Ob- 
jects, the more ſprightly and active ſhe is. We 
underſtand and will diverſe Things, about which 
our Senſes are no ways employed; the Soul per- 


forms theſe Operations without the leaſt Aid or 
from the Body: The Soul therefore 


iſt, & regularly, and be perfe&tly 
appr vine bing ilar, the __ 


of exerciſing their ſeveral Func 


3 — — by | 
tent contemplative it is, the leſs does it re. 
the Objects of Senſe that are round about it; 
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Snun. It may be objected again, That [deots and me. 
VI. /ancholly Perſons are — deprived of — 2 


ym Reaſon from whence tis evident, that Reaſon may 
be\\ corrupted; and, if corrupted, it may die 55 
what is Death, but an utter Corruption # The Soul 


; rene is ſulject to Death. But Many, who have 


laboured under theſe unhappy Circumſtances, have 


Proper 
themſelves to ſome particular Diet; 


which ſhews, beyond all Contradiction, that they 
deprived of their Senſes, but that 
they were confuſed, becauſe the bodily Organs, 


thro* which they look*d,- as thro* a Glaſs. or a 
Cloud, were dim, and their Imaginations dark. 
Thus, tho' the Sun may ſeem ſometimes to bea 


dark Body, yet if it be dim, or in an Eclipſe, the 
. "Reaſon! 1s, either becauſe ſome Vapours obſtrut 
our Sight of it, or the Moon interferes between 


That and the Earth: It is, in Reality, as much 


A #lucid Body as ever. Thus it fares with our bo- 


_ Eyes; remove but the Impediments, and 

their Sight is clear; free them from their noxious 
Humours, and they will diſcern every Object di- 
ſtinctly. Thus the Mind, like the Sun, when it 
breaks thro* a Cloud, ſhines with its native Luſtre 


whereas the Body, after a tedious Sickneſs, either 


retains a Shortneſs of Breath, a Defluxion of Rheum 
upon the Lungs, or, after ſome great Wound, a 
Scar, which will never wear out. The Under- 
ſtanding and Will, however, are ſtill the ſame, 
unleſs there remains ſome 8 or Defect in 
the Organs. Fhus, in an Epilepſy, or Falling 


Sickneſs, the Underſtanding ſeems to be- totally 


leſt ; but, when the Violence of the Fit is over, it 


ſoon recovers itſelf, and is as bright as ever, The 
Body is ſubject to a thouſand Diſtempers, which 
have no Influence on the Mind, becauſe they do 


Medicines, | 
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dom happens to an illiterate or fooliſh Man, de- 
of ſo abſtruſe and ſpeculative Nature. In ſhort, | 
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- fromthe Nature of the Sul. 5 


_ Underſtanding. The Mind, indeed, may be VI. 


ruffled and diſcompoſed, becauſe the Imagination ww i 
is ſo, which does not then repreſent Things as they 
really are, Whenever a judicious Phyſician ſees v 


any Perſons out of their right Mind, he with Eaſe 
diſcovers to what Cauſe the Misfortune is owing; = 
either to a miſhapen Head, or an Overflowing ol 4 
ſome melancholly Humour,  whict*firſt diſorder- " 
ed the Body. Thus, wiſe Men ſometimes form 2 
weak Deſigns, when they put too great a Conſi- LY 
dence in the falſe Intelligence of their Spies; and 
et they act upon rational and political Principles: = 
Neither could they be guilty of ſuch Miſtakes, or 
be deceived by ſuch falſe Intelligence, were they * 


not Men of ſome Parts and Underſtanding ; for 
fuch as are wholly ignorant, or thoughtleſs, would 
not reaſon about the Matter, nor draw any Con- 
cluſions concerning the Event. In like manner 
the Mind reaſons wrong, becauſe the Imagination 
miſrepreſents Things to it. There are ſome Fol- 


lies, which none but wiſe Men can commit, and 


ſome Errors, which the Vulgar and Illiterate are 1 
in no Danger of giving into. As, for Inſtance, 4x3" 2 
to be decezved by the falſe Intelligence of a Spy, _ 
or an intercepted Letter, a Man muſt have Re-. 
ſon, or he could not argue about the Conſ 
quences, nor act in Purſyance of ſuch Advice ; for © 0 


4 groſs Fool would not trouble himſelf about the = 


Matter, and therefore could be in no Danger of 4 
drawing falſe Concluſions, by miſtaking Prob- 


bilities for Truths. And to miſtake ſome high 
and ſubtle Point of Philoſophy or Divinity ſel- | 


cauſe he never employs his Thoughts on Matters 


4 76 nde e n p 
© Sunn, 8s Body, becauſe it ſeems to be affected when 
VI. thatisd ordered, might pur ay well ſay, that a Chil 
n che Womb mult die, if the Mother dies, be- 
5 eagle it moves when ſhe does, and fe tes 
with her in her Sorrows, by reaſon o rit 
Union between them; whereas we ſee Mich in 
the Womb often ſurvive their Mothers, and owe 
| their Birth to their Parents Dea | 
Onde more, it may be objected, That, free the 
' Mind has no Conception here, but thro' the Ima- 
ination, when the Imagination, and the Senſes 
ryan art annexed to it, art all off, the Soul cannot 
= n and conſequently, cannot exiſt with. 
& 2 55 however, is juſt the ſame 
weak Argument, as i any one ſhould maintain, 
t an Infant cannot live in this World, becauſe 
cannot receive his Nouriſhment in the ſame in · 
dividual Manner, as he did in his Mother's 
Womb: But the contraty is the Truth; for tig 
not ul he quits that firſt Life, and enters upon 
' the next, ta dae the true Uſe of his Limbs, 
which, = 0 ur 1 01 9p UE but ta 
re him fox his ſecon us, the Imagina- 
8 the Mind, and Tue it for a Fu- 
ture State, where it. will 5 e itſelf, and not 
Be liable to any bite eur, thro? the Milteprex 
ſentation of the bodily Senſes, or a diſtemper'd 
Imagination, * but Wall ry re Face to Face, and 
know, even as it is known, Then the Will 505 
cotamand the ſenſual 7 * 2 and the Im 
feckions, Which attend the Soul, by reaſon o its 
Union With the Body, ſhall be removed, and the 
4 former ſhall animate che latter after a mare noble 
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To conclude, notwit 
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weak, and ſophiſtical Reaſons of wicked and V 2 
worldly- minded Men, I doubt not, but that you wy = 


are all firmly convinced of this great and im 


- 


tant Truth, that we are endow'd with à rational 


Soul, which, tho? it be united to the Body, in 
order to direct and govern it, is liable neither to 
Death, nor to Corruption. And, if T have omits 
ed any Thing material, that might further de- 


monſtrate the Doctrine I have endeavoured to 


eſtabliſh, as it is very probable I have, yet I 


confident of this, that enough has been ſaid to 


confirm thoſe in the Belief of it, whoſe Con- 
ſciences bear witneſs to me, and whoſe-unſpeak- 
able Intereſt it is to believe, and confeſs it: But 
if any one continues {till obſtinate and perverſe; 
and 1s reſolved to offer Violence to his own Rea- 


ſon, let him try whether he can fairly anſwer 


what I have already offer d. And, in the mean 
Time, let us ſee what Arguments the Miſeries of 
this Life, and the unequal Diſtribution of Re- 
' wards and Puniſhments, will furniſh, us with, to 
prove the Truth in Queſtion, namely, That there 
is a Life after This... 4 1 5 2 re 

Tho? we ſhould ſet Mankind before our Eyes 
in the moſt favourable Light, yet the Proſpe& 


will afford a contemplative Perſon but very little, 


if any Conſolation z a Moment's Happineſs, that 
is bought, perhaps, at the Expence of whole Years 


of Miſery, and, at beſt, but a. ſhort-lived Joy, 
which Sickneſs or Misfortune may interrupt, and 


Death will moſt aſſuredly put an End to. What 
Difference is there between Wretchedneſs in State, 
and Miſery in Rags? Let us put the Caſe as fair- 


ly as we can, and conſider the Condition of thoſe; 
whom the World calls the Happy, the Proſperous, 


the Favourites of Fortune: They are ſurrounded, 
| 1 | | tis 
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E „ Bob of Puture State demonſirated, 
=” Sun, tis true, with Attendants, and reſide in u 
= VI Habitationsz but will not the Joy, which theſe 
= Wy glittering Objects create, ſoon grow familiar? 
- ll they not ſoon cloy, and leave nothing be. 
hit, but « few impotent Wiſhes for ſome yr: 
untaſted Trifle ? How few are there amongſt 
theſe envied Mortals, that ate not, when young, 
allured to Wantonneſs, and ſome ſenſual Des 


* ' ts falſely terte Pleaſure, and how eaſy is the 
Pranſition from Joy to Sorrow ? The Flaſhings 
of a gay Fortune make them but the ſurer Prey 
to the Spleen, and the loweſt Dejection. Could 
we change 
often as we thought fit, what would the Gain be, 
but a different Kind of Miſery? Are not the 
Rich and Powerful as ſubject, if not more, to the 
violent Shock of 8 Paſſions, eager Ap- 
ome; and wild Deſires, than other Men? Are 
ey not as often ſcorched by Fevers, chilled with 
es, and tormented with Gouts, and racking 
Pains? And, if this be the Condition of the 
Man Who has gained this World, what Proſpect 
will the other Side afford us, but Multitudes worn 
out with Age, Labour, and Infirmities, ſtruggling 

with Penury and Want, made a Prey to Cruelty 
and Oppreſſion ; and, amidit a Variety of other 

Cares, devoured by Diſeaſes, and enfeebled with 

Sickneſs ? Is there ſuch a Thing in Nature as 4 

1 happy, or thoroughly contented Man ? 


ine not, *Tis true, we daily ſee many 


on Examination, they will moſt aſſuredly be found 
full of dreary Thoughts, and melancholly Reflec- 
tions, Emblems of thoſe painted Sepulchres which 
| — — haſtening to inhabit. Some will ſay, 
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lights ? How ſeon do they gray, tired with what 


dur Station in Life as much, and as 


du Faces, and promiſing Outſides 4 but, up- 
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kind are not ſo very wretched as ſome would de- Sn. 
ſcribe them, But could we ſee the inward Mo- VI. 9 
tions of the Soul, were we acquainted with what 
paſſes in the Mind, when the Body is diſcom- MM 
poſed, and the Spirits are all drooping, I am a 

to imagine, thoſe very Objectors would ſecre 
aſſent to theſe Aſſertions: There are none, I be- 

lieve, but what have either real or imaginaty + 

Evils, to interrupt their Delights, daſh with Gall 

their joyous Moments, and leave them only Spi- 

rits enough to make a ſpecious Shew of Happineſs. 

to the World, To ſeem eaſy and happy, and 

really to be ſo, are very different Things; but it | 

ſhocks the Pride of Man to diſcover his tow Diſ- = 

content. I know no Article in Life, wherein 3% 

Mankind are ſo univerſally Hypocrites; there 1 

ſeems to be a general Combination to deceive one 

another in this Particular; there are few, but very 

few, who are ſo open and ingenuous, as to con- 

feſs that they have no Reliſh for any earthly Eu- 

joyments * ih on the other hand, there are- 

umbers fond of entertaining you with their eaſ 

Circumſtances, their Flow of Joy, their full 

blown Satisfactions, the Tranſports of Friendſhip, 

the Charms of Wit, and Bay Diverſions, If you 

will credit them, their Life is a continued Stream 

of gentle Eaſe, and Happineſs, But alas ! is not : 

this all Grimace ? How diſtant from Truth are all | 

theſe Boaſts ? How is it poſſible: for Man to be 

this happy Creature here on Earth; for can we 1 

conceive any one ſo fortunate, as to have nothing q 

to wiſh for? No Fears to alarm him, no anxious A 

Thoughts to deject him; no imprudent Child, no 3 

Relation, or Friend, labouring under ſuch Mis- = 

fortunes, as are not in his Power to remove? Has = 

he a conſtant Appetite for Mirth, and ſuch a ro- 5 

buſt Conſtitution, as no noxious Vapours = ' 9 
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that many would be apt to 
no more than their real Sentiments; had J but an 
Eſtate equal to ſome of my Neighbours ; were! 


my Merit the Reward it 
then be eaſy and happy, be chearful and contented, 
Alas ſhould you Jucceed-in ſuch your fond De- 


ing Joys, which Eye bath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 


— roſperoi 
VI. Events be long the Portion of any omen” 
n And every Man, that aſſes his 


Heart the Queſtion, I preſunie, will be of my 
Opinion. ot, cn Frog or 


lay, nay, and ſpeak 


as healthy, as ſome of them ate; had 1 the Lear. 


ning of ſuch a Philoſopher. or Divine; was I the 


Favourite of my Prince, as ſuch a Courtier is; 


were my Children as dutiful, my Friends as tender 


and indulgent, as thoſe of fore others are; or, had 
it juſtly deſerves, I ſhould 


fires, how — would the Advan ariſing 
— hy, no more than this: Tou would 

find how deluſive a Thing Hope is; that Ha 
neſs, in the diſtant Proſpect, is far different 25 
a is in the actual ofleſſion z and that the 
— 7 goes here below, as far beyond the 
it aims at, as it falls ſhort of thoſe everlaſt- 


neither bath it enter'd into the Heart of Man 10 


concei ve. 
That ſuch and ſo d lorable is the Share unn 


TE S 55 1 Condition of human Life, is a Truth we are all 


too feelingly convinced of; and a very little Reflec- 
tion will render us as certain, that we muſt be the 
Work of an Almighty and Beneficent God; and 


if ſo, we cannot ſuppoſe, that he made any 


my to be of Py miſerable ; for, if he, 
i minen good and perfect, has thought 
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to, place us in ſuch a State of Iafelicity; 8 N Siu. 3 


neſs, and our own preſent unha PPY Situation, — EC; 


con have. a ordinal mW 


has made other and better Proviſion: for 


that. he. 
2 5 that there will be a Life after this, where 


Tears. ſhall be wiped from our Eyes. For can 
we ſuppoſe, that our, affectionate Creator will 
to-pur:Sighs.z.or take any Pleaſure 4. our Dir 
= "A ? e the _ 18 of the Creation 
m that „hich e under z 
and.do, not. 2 1 Brute-Beaſts ys Bos 


ness Witable to their teſpective Natures: No in- 


truding Cares daſh the Current of their Delights ; 
and Mall we ſuppoſe, that Man, the nobleſt Part 
f. the Creation, and the exp « Image of his Ma- 
ker, is the o Wag unregarded ; and that the 
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7 But What ſhall we ſay, if bel ides FER u nayoic 
able Eyils, to which we are continually: e: 35 


we.ſhould take a Survey of the he Wor 
* all Nature movi h the uroſt 
Harmony, Ape; conſpiring ben Be 
ſtant Voice, to proclaim, the Juſtice. and 


0 Goll; and yet turn our Eyes 8 ho 


Ale. Warld, I mean Man, and thers- 
and Vallainy flouriſh.; 250 Tyranny.;.and. O 3 
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come? Nay, wouid 


here as ſilent” is che Grape] and the tore 

© Rom ſince e 
not nor ; Tegare | nor 

Attions of Mankind, N 
Tu too notorious to be denied, chat tio . the 
Poſture of Things below ; and yet, that a wiſe and 
ſt God prefides over the World is very manifeſt in 
Things elfe. He feeds the Beafts of che Foreſt; 
be ſends his Showers at their appointed Seafon to 
| Fefreſh the Earth; he lets fall e refreſhing Dews, 
Ac cauſes the Fruits to ſpring forth in their Sex- 
nz and ſhall we ſappoſe, that he will not find a 
ime to Wend fired Virtue, and to avenge 
8 of the Injured and refled ? And yet 
ſee, thus too ot they meet with no 

reſs in c oy for the Virtuous are 

ly opp ppreſſed by he Fhiwra of the World, and lay 
own their Sorrows only at the Grave and the 
Wicked run thro* a lon —. 7 of ſucceſsful Vil- 
lanies, and yet die at laſt unpuniſhed. Is it then 
- "any unfair luſion is | rt, that theſe Diſot- 
ders can no Where be reftified but in a Life to 


ably on God, were it to be otherwife ? Moreover, 
were the Wicked to meet their Puniſhnient and 
* e Righteous their Rewards in this Life, all Vir- 

"would be merely mercenary; but Gince *tis 
otherwiſe, tay. we not he as certain, that there 
will be a EAR after this, as thitt there is a Supreme 


— the Exiſtence of whom no one of common 


1 ſhould 


evurted, and Arc idolized ? Providence — 4 


wouid it not reflect diſhonour- 
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"ae Sadducers ſay, That there is no Refirre 
= 7 tim, neitber Angel nor Spirit. 
_— * 
1 N diſcourſing Upon theſe Words, I told you, 
that ſeveral yery uſeful and prevailing Jad | 
ents for a Future State might be deduced, 
dem the Nature of the Soul. 
8 „ From the Miſcries of this Life, and 
*4 "the uneq al Diſtributions of Rewards and Puniſh- 
; "oe. And- To 17 Fs 
Laſh, From the Univerſal Conſent 12 Mankind. 
fatter myſelf that I have urged whatever was 
"requiſite on the two firſt Articl 1 ſhall there - 
_ fore ſubmit them to 99 Conſideration, 
and proceed to my third Particular, with which I 
3 Y mall conclude my Reflections on the Immortality 
= . of the Soul, viz. That this great and important 
Truth was acknowledged by all Nations, and in- 
=  culcated by the wiſeſt of Men in all Ages. How- 
—_ ever, 
Before ! begin, it may not be improper to re- 
_ move an Objection, which my Text ſeems moſt 
_— gilaringly to produce againſt me; for therein ye 
_—_ d a whole Body of Men who profeſſedly _ 
8 we lieved a Future State. The Sadducees ſay, thit 
= there is no — neither gt nor 8 


Ra IS. .. 


* „ „ 9 


one Perſon ever ſcrupled or cavilled at it; for 
ſome Mens Luſts on the one hand, and their 
Pride on the other, will prompt them to ſtart 
Difficulties where none could reaſonably ariſe; and 
there was once we are told a Sect among the Phi- 

hers, who profeſſed themſelves diffident even 


of their own Exiſtence : A Thought ſo ridiculous,” 


that the Abſurdity of it muſt doubtleſs be obvious 
to the moſt illiterate Perſon, and cannot but be 


the juſt Object of his Derißon and Contempt. 


What therefore is intended by Wniverſal Conſent 
can be no more than this, that the wiſeſt Men in 
all Ages have acknowledged a Future State; that 


the Number of Diſbelievers were but few and 
inconſiderable, and thoſe only, who led ſuch > 


ſolute and abandoned: Lives, that they rather wi 


ed there was no ſuch Thing, than diſbelieved the 


Aſſertion; and that even the moſt barbarous Na- 


tions have entettain'd ſome confuſed Idea at leaſt 


of a Life after this. The Sadducees, therefore. 


we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, were a. Set of Liber», 


tines, much like our modern Free- I binters, who 
fondly laboured to perſwade themſelves that they 
ſnould never be called to Account for their enor- 
mous Actions; who cruelly delighted to ſeduce 
the Ignorant and Unwary, and tempt them to ſub- 
ſcribe to their moſt abject and abandoned Tenets. 


D 
enn G 3 monies 
Te Seepticks were a Sep of ancient Philoſophers, founded: 
by Fyrrbo, whoſe diſtinguiſhing Tenet was, that all Things 
are uncertain and incomprehenſible ; Contraries equally true: 


- and that the Mind is never to aſſeut to any Thing, but 10 
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beep an abſolure Helitancy or Indifference, 
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The principal Aim, therefore, of my preſent 
— ſhall be to ſhew, by a Cloud of Teſti- 
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ceptions of God and Reli pet a Future State 
3 Air of their firm 


2 It cannot be ſuppoſed: . that che Soul, 
8 ſo curious, ſo fond af prying into the 
all Things, ſhould make no 

wn pp er So herſelf. As therefore 
there have been Men in all * of the World; 
ſo all Mankind, 2 in one and the 
=— - fame School, and un the ſame Guide, 
=... namely 3 have all * acknowledged the 
IE the Soul, The Sacred Scriptures, 
"which di our Steps in the Path that leads to 
2 ing produce no Demonſtrations to 
| BS 46 the Being of a God ; and why? Becauſe 
8 " a Truth apparent to Senſe itſelf :- And for 
- a; Fame Reaſon there is no-expreſs. Aﬀſertion, eſs 

== E I of Mace? iber che Scul i 

Iʒ becauſe if we deſcend; but ever ſo little 
into ourſelvts, the Doctrine will be obvious to 
1 2 our on Reflections. But foraſmuch as the per- 
4 8 5 1 Will of God is revealed to us in the 
1 d Scriptures, we are obliged thereby to give 
our. firm Aſſent to this important Truth. And 
moreover, as we have there à pathetical Account 
af the various Sorrows and Afflictions which the 


Righteous: i in 6-4 Ages have chearfully undergone 
for the Sake of a good Conſcjence, it demonſtrates, 
2 Contradiction, that they did not eſteem 
World as their continuing City, but had theit 
Eyes fixed ſtedfaſt on another, and more agreeable 
Country. For ho would reſign his Enjoyments 
in Poſfeffion, that had no Expectation of a greater 
in Reverſion? And, who would ſubmit himſelf tq 


* Peath, bur with the urmoſt Reeker 
"wa 


rener es Lu be run in ns —_s 


. N 


e 


1 2 


for the Proof of chis Aſſertiom 3 and will not ale 
That to be any where found in Sacred Writ, which Y 
is undeniabiy implied almoſt in every Line of it. 
' God therefore, when he introduced Man into chis b 


„ 
of Plants z but he alone breathed a 9 
into Nan, put the brutal World. under his Sub- 7 


rng 30, pay no Homage or 9 
ag chan himſelf. WBẽe 


Adoration to any other Be 
ſhall illuſtrate this by ſome — Inſtances. d Enoch, = 
on the Account of his tranſcendent Piety, was 1 
not tranſlated from the Miſeries of this L 
ba was. ſnatch*d\ up to the Word of — ij 
o of thoſe . of Pleafurg which flow 9 
fr Right-Hand for 'evermare. --: And: ſhould 2 
we hut ſerioully reflect on the Sufferings of * Maaß. 4 


the ſevere Trials of Abrabam, the long and te- 
dious Pilgr in 
cumftances of Jeſepb, the Hardſhips and Sot- 
rows of *Mo/es, and divers others who « 
themſelves by their Zeal for the Honour and Glo- 
ry of the only true God; e of thad”. 
reflect, I ſay, on the various Sufferings of 

pious Patriarehs, we could not but acknow 
Lr 
Ne eee the geh of the Sou, 4 Future 


Gore v. v. 24. Fcelar. xliv. N16 ene 
EC enefir vi. and the following Chapters. 
1 Geneſis xii, and the following Chapters. ; 
© Gems v. and the following Chapters. 
FT Geneſis xxxvil. and the following Chapterg, | 
# Exodar i. ang the Aleviten 
” © | 


=... a 1 WN : 
= "Stats; arid a fal Jodgment. Fot had they con- 
VII. Tutdoch their worldly Intereſt; and hearkened to the 
Se Niftates of mere Fleſh and Blood, they had doubt 
ged themſelves in Indolenee and Eaſe, 
"ad fan down gently with the common Current: 
Noah; with His Relations;  Abrabam, with the Chal- 
an; Me, with the Court of - Pharaoh, Or. 
PFromWwhenee it follows, that tho“ this Doctrine is 
not mentioned in the Oli Tyfhamernt” in ſuch ex- 
preſs Terms, as it i in the Net, yet ' tis plainly 
=” and unqueſtionably implied; for what are the pi- 
1 ——— the Righteous, and the agonize- 
_"_- Torments of the Wicked, which we meet 
lch ſo feelingly deſcribed in thoſe' Sacred 


[ 


tant Truth? And we cannot aſſign a more ſub- 
- *  Rantial Reaſon for ſuch an Omiſſion, if it be one, 
han this, that gs the Sacred Scri tures command 
our Aſſfent to me Articles of Faith beyond the 
"Capacity of our weak Reaſon ; 16 this being with 
in the Reach of our Comprehenſion, a more 
Pfleit Mention of it was needleſs in the wy 
Kk — the World. And we find, that as Man- 
ind iocreaſed, and thoſe Communications, which 
"Us Patriarchs were favoured with from God, grew 
"I les frequent, it was thouglit neceſſary to remind 
Mankind of à Future State; and the P/almift, in 
1 Ev abounds with Admonitions of this 
bs d. > The wpright ſhall have Dominion over them 


* Plalra, Bur God will redeem my Sou! from the 


* Poder of the Grave; for he ſhall re receive me, Apd 
= wnümerable other Places of like Import will 
== See Wer. en. aue whe is converſant 
__ | a 1 we Dye” cv Wick 


he n 4. e 0 
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deut ſo/maby*Leſſbns'to/ inſtruct us in this fripor- | 


* * 
\ . #n:the- Marning, ſays he; and again in the ſame. 
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with Holy Writ. In ſhort, were not this the Saal, A 
Foundation-ſtone, Religion would become a mere VII. * : of | 
Trade, and no one would pay the leaſt Regard 1 
o her Divine Precepts, without ſome ſiniſter nds 
of worldly Intereſt and Advantage. From al 
rhich, I preſume, we may ſafely draw this Con» _ "= 
cluſion, That the Being of a God, and à Life _ 
after This, were Truths none were able or willing Eo 
to conteſt in the Days of Maſ and therefore Ar- 7 
guments to what was then ſo little doubted. = 
would have been altogether needleſs; 97 x 
. thus ſhewn that the yrs could be in no 4 
Doubt 


a Future State, it will be a farther Cow = 
firmation of the Truth of the Doctrine in Queſtion, 2" 
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+ if we can ſhew, that all Nations in general have 1 

d- entertained very diſtin& and Ideas of 

5, this Truth, This, I hope, I ſhall 1 all = 

d Diſpute, before I cloſe this Diſcayrle. At pres = 

* ſent,” I will venture to affirm, that tis neither a "2 

Piece of Prieſtcraft, nor the wild Imagination of 4 

4 4 Parcel of bigotted Enthuſiaſts; neither hath” jt A 

ly been confined to or Climate; but hs 7 

1- been the firm Opinion of all Ages, as univerſal 4 

h as Light- itſelf; and Men as different in Cuſtoms, Eo 

W as diſtant in Situation, all concur in it: The moſt _— 

d barbarous Nations, who have little more than 1 

n Shape to entitle them to Humanity, have yet ſome 4 

is Conceptions (thoꝰ dark and confuſed indeed) of a 4B 

2 Deity; and a Life after This: Now Artifice and o” A 

e Deluſion can never be the Cauſe of this; People, vl 

0 ſo far remote, could N in in one common De 

d cat; from whence it follows, that either | 1 

l muſt have gained it from Revelation, or elſe it m 1 

t be the univerſal Voice of Nature. If from the = 

h former, then the Diſpute is at an End, and if = 
*tis implanted in our Natures, / we fee God does 4 


= = E 


* in vain 3 and we are led i into chis Hope, = 


. * * 


bn 2 vain e, 


4 Than they eny 2 Principle,” but grant 
8 3 


Wand in more direct Terms, on the 
—_ . us. And this I ſhall the more en · 
= ter upon, as it will furniſh my attentive Hearers 
X.. vith frequent Opportunities of reflecting on that 


= Dictates of Nature only, and thoſe ' who were 
= | by the Iufluence of the Holy Spirit; and 1 
_ they will accompany their Reflections with 
= this uſeful Inference, viz. That ſuch a Conformity 
= of Sentiment in Writers of different Nations, and 
= differnt Faiths, undeniably confirms the * 
1 | ö 1 
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| Otations. 3 
4 the Elements pr. 43 * ö 5 \ 3 
66 bc. but that God created Man like himſelf ; 4 + 
« careſs'd him with the Tenderneſs and Indul- i 
* gence of a Father, as he was exceedingly beau- "= 
&-tiful, and the expreſs. Image of his Perſon, and 5 bY 
s conftituted . him the Lord of the Brute-Crea-. 3 og ; 
1 tion.“ | He exhorts Men, re, co abſtract 1 | 
as dhe Cauſe. & ö 
evous in their curious Contexture) and to culti- = 
vate their Souls, which are capable of Immortali- | 
ty; to claim Kindred with Heaven, ahd avoid = 
the Snares of Senſe, to retire within themſelves, and -J 
by comply ing with the Divine Will commence a 9 
Kind of Gods. Diſengage khyſelf, 42 be, from =_ 
that Body which thou carrieſt with thee z that _ 3 
«Garment of Ignorance, that Foundation of De- 

© prayity, that Bond of Cor that living - 
Grave, and domeſtick Robber, Which flatters, . 1 

«becauſe it hates, and hates, becauſe it envies ?: ] 
* which, as long as it lives, deprives thee of thy 1 
eee 
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oy”, As much, however, as he inveigbs 
and depretiates the Body, who would 
arfully- ſubmit to Death, were it not for the 
_ Topes of another, and better Life? In another 
_— he ſays, 7 The Soul is the Garment of the 
_ 4 Mind, ant, the nnter of the Soul, à certain 
1 be is properly the Man ati 
—_— * Divine wr with whom the es ate 
= not to be compared; nay, it is a Queſtion 
e c whether he docs not excell the Gods themſelves, 
ho cannot deſcend to Earth without quitting 
* their Celeſtial Manſions; whereas he meaſures 
Heaven without forſaking his earthly Taber- 
| <-nacle-:- So that, in Truth, he is a Kind of a 
mortal God, and they of immortal Men.“ And 
baue coneludes, Man's Body is mortal, his Soul 
immortal, and the ſubſtantial and true Man is 
© 43nſtantaneouſly- produced by God, as Light by 
dhe Sun.“ Aud Cbald le reports, that, at his 
E eee eee * Tam retum- 
ing to my native Country, e A 
. rents and Relations dwell. ??? 
We have only ſome Fragments of Zoroaftr, 
who was a more ancient Author than Hermes, yet 
=_ he is reported by many to have held, not only the 
1 Immortality of the Soul, but the Reſurrection of 
wie likewiſe, And the Oracles of the wiſe 
Men of Challea, who were his Diſciples and Ad- 
—_ plainly intimate as much. Return with- 
out Delay, ſays ane, to your Heavenly Father, 
4 who has infuſed in you a Soul from above, en- 
* dued with à bright Underſtanding. Seek Hea- 
« ven, —_ another, which 1s the proper Habita- 
cc tion 
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has the Deity, as it were, within it, and is no 


It is a bright Flame produced hy the Father, 
# who is in Heaven; that it is i ible, and 
* almoſt contains the vaſt Univerſe within it; 
and at Length \afferts, that the Bodies of the 
Righteous Mall be all glorified hereafter.” Al 
theſe Oracles are mentioned he Platon;/ts,»but 
more particularly by P/#!/us.”*Fhey likewiſe" ac- 
knowledge, that 'Pythagoras and Plato 'learneth 
them from the Cu; and ſome think, "that 
Plato re fers to them, when he ſays, We ͤmuſt 
believe what the ancient Holy Oracles have de- 
# clared, namely, that the Soul is immortal, and 
© muſt give an Account of itſelf to God in che 
Future State. We can ſcarce ſay. — 
le under the Goſpel; -which'  has»brought Lie 
1 to Light. = -d.. 4— 5 
It appears kewiſe tings 
pheus, Homer, Hefiod, Pindar, and tlie reft — 
ancient Poets, that the Doctrine of a Future 
State was univerſally received in the Ages and 
Countries wherein they reſpectively lived. Py 
thagoras was of the ſame Opinion, and held, that 
the Soul was united to the Body as a Puniſhment 
for ſuch Sins as were committed in a State of Pre- 
exiſtence. And tis conjectured by many, that 
he did not hold a Tranſmigration of Souls, not- 
withſtanding that Doctrine cannot ber ſaid to he 
repugnant to the Immortality of the Soul. And 
Timeus of Locres, one of his Diſciples, 1 
that his Maſter did not hold it. However that 


be, in his Verſes he teaches, “ That Man n is of 
' COPD Ig bot of ' 66 an 
ws re: 15 BY Arn ng are. 119 W * f ma 
9 — E— — 
8 ; ; | — a TTAES _ 
. 5 Plate, in Epiſt II. 


. for thi Soul. Po knees, br 
« ways liable to Mortality. 4 Fourth declares; => 


| Bangs © 0 Here Rallies A che * maker 
= Ando che orld to conte lars the 1 
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2 hitofcptiers i in general, and ſcarce "any of 
1 2 Anclencs were 1 hardy u . 
we The nobleſt Teſtimony, ae of this great 
5 1 be collected from the Diſcourſes of 
3 tue Divine wer Sorrates, recorded | WI 
. | 'produced the defired 


| + by his Refi non — 

Wei Death of 'Sterates ans li mma 
335 | Chriſtian Hearers' with ſeveral uſeful Reflections, 
mall venture at an Abſtract of chat 


Serre 
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CE * what they 

Poets and Philoſophers, — Part of 
the Day appoi for his Execution among his 
_ 13 and 5 them with his, uſual 
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_ i There is a-very entertaining and inſtructive Relation of 
1 i che Death of Socrates, with preceding it, in 
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Bf om the Chit! ye of Mankind 


Riſe to this Diſcourſe, was a Queſtion 
manner, by mere Accident, namely, Whether 
it was not the Part of 3 true Phi er to be 
bnd of Death, and to embrace ĩt 
As this Propoſition, taken too — implied, 
chat a Philoſopher might be 
— — Cocrate end 


med and him with his own 


God, who for 


th 
abandon. his Poſt without his Permiſſion, nor lay 
down his Life without his abſolute Injunctiom: 
What is it then that can induee a. Philoſopher to 
entertain ſuch a Longing after Death ꝰ Nothing, 


n, but the Hope ow fear Happmeſs 


2222. iy Diſconrts be explainel] 


to his Friends all the Arguments that could be ad- 
Wat he Lad afferted, ànd 


yanced in 
refuted all the Objections of his Gain - ſayers. And 


r he concludes, M 
to this, or the like Effect; yr bak 
the Immortality the 

9 true, the Belief of it caan- 
44 not but be highly advantageous; and if after 


I advance 
Soul ſhould © 


% my Death it ſhould prove falſe, I ſhould ſtill 


have the Suriifactions of 1 being leſs ſenſible here 


of the Evils which generally attend this tranſi- 


rap If what I ſay be true, my Gain 


nene, my Hazard but a Trifle. if falſe, 


Pleafure, 


inthe Ad of 
** has,” 
hing could: unjuſt; ot 
te fwd; fe ala el of ſuch a Not 
tion, and that, as Man was wholly, dependent on 


e Situation he policies, h conld not 


which 
in another Life; and that Hope can be 
— — 2 bee eee _— 


L inconſiderable, and N of Re⸗ 
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Gefu The Subject of their Converſatioft San © 
was the Immortality of rhe Soul: What gave VIE 8 
tarted, in I 


"48 Hanses Sur Sag = 


"ana? «veg -nay even then I ſhall be a Gainer. My i © 
VIE “ Friends, continued be; there is one Thing: ſti}, * 
Hand * which juſtly deſerves our moſt ſerious Attention: | 
2 E 4 
vated with the utmoſt Care, not only for it 5 

State in this preſent Life, but that Which \ | 

| te to cone, Immean rs and the leaſt Neg. 8 

. ; a | | &« 

Repair. N as 

8 Lang the Wicked would thereby : 


*, be-conſiderable Gainers, inaſmuch as they would 
ebe delivered at once from their Bodies, their 
Souls, and their Vices: but ſince the Soul is 
immortal, it can no other ways be freed from its 
Evils; nor can there be any Security for it thro! 
& # aprotinin, thin the Perſon, whom it 
#-animates, becoming very good and very wiſe; 
'*, for it can carry nothing away with it, its 
— or bad Deeds, its Virtues or its Vices, 
'< which are commonly the Conſe of the 
4 Cultivation it has received, and the Groundds on 
De its emal Happineſaor ene 
46 he Dead cena abit fatal Ren 
Mi ezwous- of departed Souls, to which their 
% Diemon conducts them, they are all judged. 
4 Thoſe, who have led their Lives in a Manner 
4 neither wholly criminal, nor abſolutely innocent, 
are tranſporeit62 Place,where they ſuffer. Tor- 
ments in Proportion to their Demerits, till being 
N — Dlakong Aae and cleanſed from all their 
mn 8 OR Wp from their 
- Confinement, 
* — — — ; — 
Stk A Name the Aticjents gave is {rits or 
558 ens 
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hence they can never Aiſcharged. 
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58 Fake the 'Unier al Conſent of Mankind. 9 — 
« Confinement, they receive the Reward of G Senn. 
good Actions they have done in the Body. VII. 
uch as are judged to be beyond all * Logs 
c unt of the heinous Nature of their Crimes; 
4 fuch as have been guilty of Sacrileges, Murthers, - 
© and other Offences of ſo black a Dye; the fatal 3 
Peſtinies, who pronouncg Sentence upon them, * 
hurl them headlong i Tartarus, from 7 
Such, 
% however, as are Criminals indeed; but whoſe 
« Tranſgreſfions are to be pitied, and worthy of 
*s Remiſſion ; ſuch as have committed Violences 
only in the Tranſports of their Rage, or have 
even killed their Antagoniſts in a Heat of 
i Paſſion, and afterwards repented of their Out- 
rage; even ſuch are puniſh*d, and conſigned to 4 
the ſame gloomy Place with the laſt z but then © — 
$.*tis for a Time only, till by their Prayers and YA 
«, Supplications they have obtained Forgiveneſs 
from thoſe, whom they have ſo-unjuſtly injured, = 

gut as for thoſe, whoſe Conſciences are clear 
«and blameleſs, who have faithfully diſcharged | 
* theirDuty,as far as in them lay, bath to the Gods, 
*%and to their Fellow- creatures, are admitted into 
purer and more refined Region; as 

* Philoſophy has ſufficieatly purified them, they © + | 
« live diſencumbered from their Bodies, thro* all _ 

Eternity, in ſuch an uninterrupted Series of Des \\ 
« lights as is not eaſy to deſcribed*?, and which the [ 2 
Shortneſs of my Time will not permit me to c. 3 
r . hb he? | 4 
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"1 Theſe were called by the Ancients, the Parc, or God- 
wt who prefided over the Periods or Durations of human 
Lives. '* A Place of 'Puniſhment, wherein the Wicked are 
E by the Ancients to receive the Reward of their Deeds | 
this Life. » A delightful Place beautifully furniſhed wit 
agreeable Fields, Woods, Rivers, c. whither the Souls of - 
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W What I-heve ſaid bowever will ſuffice, I pro- 
3 VII. ſume, to prove, that tis our bounden Duty . 
dur utmoſt Endeavours, throughout the whole 
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Courſe of our Lives, to acquire Virtue and Wiſ. 
dom: For by this Time you muſt be ſenſible, how 


to us. And tho? the Immortality of the Soul were 


2 Matter of Debatt,which to us does not appear 


ſo, every wiſe. and conſiderate Man ought. to think 
it bighty worth his Trouble to run the Riſk. And 
indeed, what more glorious Riſk can we poſſibly 
run? This bleſſed Hope ought to fill our Hearts 
with Joy and Tranſport z for which Reaſon I have 
extended my Diſcourſe to a greater Length than I 


tt firſt propoſed, 


Sy 


When Socrates. ad ended, one of his Friends 
_ deſired him to give his laſt Inſtructions in relation 
to his Children, and the Situation of his 8 
Afar, that by the due Diſcharge of them, 

might contribute to his Eaſe of Mind, nd. Ty 
their unfeigned Reſpects. I ſhall requeſt nothing 
of you u To-day, replied Sacrates, * what l 
have done all along; and that is, to take care of 
. yourſelves. You cannot do yourſelves a greater 
Service, nor me and my Family a greater Plea- 
_* ſure.”* The ſame Friend having aſk'd him af: 
"OT in what Manner he nw fit to be 
buried: Juſt as you ſaid he, ſmiling, if 


. you can T. daf me, and I cannot diſengage 
_ **-myſelf out of your Hands. 


Scarce had he Knitted theſe Words, when the 
Exccutioner entered, and having informed him, 


that the Time for drinking the Poiſon was come, 


(which was at Sun: ſet]) he took the Cup without 
the leaſt Emotion, or Change in his Countenance, 
. and viewing the Man with a ilbful Eye, ** Well, 
e Wh oy yo tar Por "ur 


+ hain 2 t7* 


great a Reward,and how high an Hope is propoſed 
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make a Libation of Part of it? The Reply Sau. 
Was, chat there was enough for one Doſe and no VII. 
more; At leaſt then, continued he, we may 3 


offer up our Prayers to the ads as it is our 

- * bounden. Duty ſo to do, and implore them to 
render our laſt Moments perfectly happy; which 

is what I now do with the utmoſt Fervency, and 

* Sincerity of Heart.“ After having ſpoke theſe 
Words, he kept Silence for a while, and then 

{drank off the fatal Potion with an amazing Trank 
quillity, and Serenity of Aſpect not to be conceived, -* 
Till then his Friends had, tho* with much ado, 
ſuppreſſed their Fears; but after he had emptied the 
Cup, they were no longer able to contain their 
Sorrow, but wept aloud. Socrates alone remained 

unmoved, and even reproved them for their Weak- 
neſs, tho“ with his wonted Mildneſs and good Na- 

ture.“ What are you doing, ſaid he to them? I 

am ſurpriſed at your Conduct. What is become, 
my Friends, of all your Virtue? Ought wenot _ 
to die in Peace? Ought we not to bleſs the 


Gods at our ure? I beg you would be 
, * eaſy, and ſhew a greater Share of Con 8 
15 Reſolution.““ Thoſe Words filled | 


with Confuſion, and obliged them to give a Check | 
to the Grief that almoſt overwhelm'd tile. 
When Socrates found the Poiſon began to ope- 5 
rate, and touch his Vitals, he lifted up his Eyes, 

which he had covered for ſome ſhort Time before, 
with a View, no doubt, to prevent an external 1 
Objects from diſturbing him in his laſt 
*'"Crito, ſaid he, we owe a ſacrifice to Aſeulas .. 
*"pias; diſcharge that Vow for me, and I beg of | 
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Jon don't forget it.“ Theſe were his laſt 
| 6 — — * — — 8 — 4 
"ih 2 The God of MH... 


too ne Shi days —— 
4 2 Alt a Sigh; —Crito' immediately went up te 
VII. hien, and cloſed his Mouth and Eyes.— Such was 
the End of Socrates; Cicero ſays, he could never 
read the melancholly Story of his Death in Plato 
4 without Tears in his Eyes, To conclude then, 
x Ik the dim Light of Nature, and the weak Aid 
i Þ of Philoſophy could make Socruten look the 5 
of Terrors in the Face with ſo much Serenity 
Mind, and Reſignation to the Divine Will; what 
1 Tranſports would he have been in, had he been 
” bleſſed with the true Light from Heaven? Had 
4 he been acquainted with the Chriſtian Doctrines, 
what would then have been his Confidence? How 
would he then have raviſhed his Hearers with the 
Praiſes of his Maker? Inſtead of a gloomy. * Tar- 
| Parus, to purge away the Sins committed in the 
1 , how would his Soul have admired his dear 
„ Reteemer!s Love, and dwelt upon the Hopes of 
aan and perfect Remiſſion of all his Sins? He, 
1 doubtleſs, made a glorious Figure in the Article 
=. & Death, confidering the Age and Nation in 
Which he "lived, and all Hiſtorians are full of his 
juſt Encomiums but when we compare his Death 
with thoſe of the Chriſtian Heroes, how will 'the 
Luftre of it vaniſh, and give way to fo much 
brighter Virtue z when we behold Martyrs of both 
Sona, nay Children exulting in the Flames, and 
ſmiling under the Tortures of the moſt macerating 
Engines; when, in a Word, we view a St. Stenben 
8 on his Knees, 'in fervent” Prayer for his very Mur- 
a therers, the moſt partial Admirers of Heathen Vir- 
| _- tue muſt acknowledge the Triumphs of the Croſs? 
3 t l be J have 7 to add on this - 
3 all be the — of e 2 uent Diſcourſe. 
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SERMON VIII 
Dee. | 2 Pay 8 hs 1 | P 3 
A Future State demonſtrated, from the 

+ Univerſal Conſent of Mankind. 
SEO E891 ant. my | 4+ 37 MY 1 


— — — — . — — _— * 
The Sadducees fay, That there ir mo Refurrec= 
og tion, neither Angel nor Spirit. 


"8 . 0 N bk 155 92 
Henne entered upon my laſt Argument for S ERM. 
the Immortality of the Soul, namely, The VIII. 
Univerſal Conſent of Mankind, I ſhall proceed 
without further Preface to produce ſome other 
Quotations from ancient Authors for the Confir- 
mation of this eſſential Article of our moſt holy 
Faith. I concluded my laſt Diſcourſe, as you may 
remember, with a ſhort Account of the Death of 
Socrates, I ſhall begin this with the Teſtimony 
of Plato, whoſe, Writings have been juſtly admired | 
through all ſucceeding Ages, It is highly proba- 
ble, that Plato had heard of the Books of Moſes 3 
for he * repreſents the Almighty as commandi 
the Gods, whom he had created, to make Man of 
a mortal and immortal Part; alluding, very pro- 
bably, to thoſe Words, Let us make Man after our | 
sun Image, &c. Now to uſe the Rabbinical Phraſe, _ 
God ſpoke to the Angels; but to talk in the Stile F 
of our modern Divines, we ſhould. ſay, that the : 


\ $ 


Falter addrefed Bine ro the Eternal Son, and - 
+... 


Plate, in Timo, & in 3. de Repub. 
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Seam. the 1 Spirit. The forementioned Philoſopher, 
4 VIII. however, rouſing; as it were, out of his former Le- 
1 thargy, aſſures his Diſciples, that God created Man 
| - after his own Image, and beſtow d upon him not 
only a Body, but a Soul; which he compares to a 
Ship and its Pilot, a City and its Magiſtrates, an 
Image and the Perſon who bears it. And what 
greater Honour can poſlibly be conferred on Man, 
N than to bear the Reſemblance and Image of his 
3 great Creator ? In another Place, he aſſerts, That 
* the Soul bears no ſmall Likeneſs to the Deity it- 
® <4 elf, being rational, uniform, and immortal; 
Ry «6 and at Death returns to its Parents and Relati- 
ons; that is, to the all-wiſe immortal Being, 
and Fountain of all Happineſs, as from Baniſh- 
ment to its native Country.” He often calls it 
2 being allied to God; a Plant, which hath its 
1 5. Root in Heaven, and therefore cannot die.“ 
Having thus produced Witneſſes ſufficient from 
I "the Greeks, I ſhall proceed to illuſtrate this im- 
. N Truth ſtill farther from the Sentiments of 
- ſome of the moſt learned Romans, who applied 
_ themſelves to the Study of Philoſophy much later 
than the Grecians, and whoſe ſuperſtitious Rites 
and Ceremonies, whoſe Contempt of Death, and 
Hope of Happineſs, and whoſe Dread of Miſery in 
the Future State, are Evidences beyond all Contra- 
dition, that this Doctrine was en, received 
amongſt them. 
UTR The Origin of the Soul, fays the learned G- 
&« cero,* cannot be derived from any thin 8 
below z ſince tis uncompounded, and 
& Affinity with any earthly Subſtance, which, "if 
« had, I WOu US e To feflect on, or recol- 
| 4 ect 


a. 


2 


1 
* 


'd Plare, in lee. 
© Cicero, Tuſcul. Lib, I. 


fun the Univerſal Conſent of Mankind. | 
* leck paſt Things, foreſee future Events, or com- Sx RU. 
* prehend ſuch pr preſent Things as are perfectly di- VIII. 
vine: From whence he concludes, that it is not 
% of human Extraction, but is derived from the 
Divine Mind, is incorÞoreal, and by Conſe- 
* quence ti tible. In another Place he 
; ſays,* That as there is a Conſanguinity among 
-< the human Species; ſo there is an Alliance be- 


„ tween Man and the God that made him; and 


* though our Society with Men is owing, indeed, 

< to the mortal Body; yet our Communion with 
the Deity is owing to him who has given us ra- 
tional and immortal Souls. Since then we may 

_ * claim Kindred with the Heavenly Inhabitants, 
as being all Members of the ſame Stock, it 
&* highly becomes us to call to mind our noble 
Extraction, and fix our Eyes on Heaven, as our 
10 native Country, to which we muſt ſhortly re- 
turn. Conſider, ſays he, that thy better Part is 
cc 
cc 


immortal, tho? thy Body be not fo; and that 

thou art not what thy outward Shape repreſents 
* thee to be; for *tis the Soul, and not the Lump 
« of Fleſh to which i it is united, that conſtitutes the 
„% Man. Know thou art a Kind of Deity ; ſince 
thou ruleſt in thy Body, in ſome Meaſure, as the 


& great God does in the ſpacious Univerſe, And bs. . 


* as he animates and governs this World, which is 
« frail, and in ſome Senſe periſhing ; ſo does thy 
« immortal Soul direct thy trail and mortal Body.” 
And all the Authors that were his nee 
were of the ſame Opinion. 
The Writings of Seneca would furniſh us with a 
vaſt Variety of beautiful _ upon this To- 
H 4” pick, 


| a Cane, de Naturà Deorum, Lib. II. 
© Feneca,/ de filio Mart. & Brevitat. Vitæ, in et. & in 
T.ractat. de Conſolat. | 
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A Future State 8 
e I think his Reflections on the Death of 
y Martia's Son may demand, in a more 


— 1 Manner, our moſt ſerious Attention. He is 


1 now, ſays he, become immortal, and has bis 
Habitation in a better World; now is he freed 


from that Load of Earth, which hung heavy a- 
„ bout him; now has he regained his native Li- 


« berty : For theſe Bones and Nerves, this Coat of 
Skin, and theſe . Members, do but fetter 
“and impriſon the Soul; by them ſhe is oppreſs- 
ed, beaten. down, and diſcouraged ; ſhe , hath 
not a greater Enemy than this her earthly Part- 
* ner; and, if any thing could, That would deſtroy 


her. She | is continually ſtruggling for her Re- 


<5. leaſe, and deſirous of returning to her native 
“Country, where ſhe' meets with a blefſed and 


eternal Reſt on her firſt Arrival.” In another 
Place he ſays, The Soul cannot ſuffer Baniſh- 


ment for ever, becauſe ſhe is not only Pri 
«6 the whole World, and Time itſelf, but is allied 
& likewiſe to the Gods, She can graſp the Hea- 
“ yens in her Thoughts, and extend herſelf from 


all paſt to all future Duration. The | wretched 


4 Pr 


* Carcaſe to which ſhe is confined, is toſſed up 


and down, is liable to a thouſand Accidents, to 


5 be tormented with Diſeaſes, to be deſtroyed by 


4 Fire or Peſtilence ; but as ſhe herſelf is immor- 
e tal, ſhe cannot be injured, When her Bonds 


c are once diſſolved, ſhe mounts to that bleſſed 


Place, where departed Souls enjoy a perfect Reſt.“ 
Moreover, he ſeems to have a faint Idea of the Re- 


ſurrection of the Body. © Death, ſays he, of which 
« we entertain ſuch dreadful A pprehenſions, does 


not deprive us of Life, but only T oben; it for 


ea Seaſon: The Day will come, when we ſhall ap- 
a near again,” As this great Man grew nearer 
nearer to the Day of his Damen wo” 
"a 7 ha 236 or' 
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the leaſt Reluctance; which they, doubtleſs, would 
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from the Univerſal Conſent of Mankind. 195 
of the true Birth ſeem'd PP rtionably clearer, Sæ RM. 
For in his Tg oa he [Pea s of it with more VIII 
Certain nfidence than ever. 
1 There is Nothing truly great in this World, 

* ſays Favorinus,, but Man; nor any Thing va. 
« juable in him, except his Soul, If thou mount- 
« eſt up to that, thou ſoareſt above the Heavens; 
« jf thou ſtoopeſt down to the Caſe in which it is 
& jodged, and compareſt it with the Heavenly Bo- 
& dies, it is leſs than the ſmalleſt Inſet.” . * 


which he tacitly implies, that in this Lump 


Clay there is a divine and incorruptible Nature; 
for how could it otherwiſe be nobler than the 
Univerſe? | er * 
But not to treſpaſs on your Patience by too great 

a Number of Quotations, let it ſuffice, that all Na- 
tions in the earlieſt Ages, as well as this in which 
we now live, had ſome Kind of religious Rites and 
Ceremonies; that they all acknowledged there was 
ſome gloomy Place ſet apart for the Torment of 
the Profligate and Abandoned; and, on the other 
hand, ſome inexpreſſibly happy and delightful 80 
Shades for the Reception of the Virtuous. The 1. 


more ſuperſtitious they were, the more firm was 


their Belief in theſe important Particulars; for 
Superſtition, as well as true Religion, is ſeated in 


the Soul, and ſuppoſes its Immortality, The In- 
dians committed themſelyves voluntarily to the 


Flames, before they arrived at extreme old Age, 


and called this deliberate Action, a happy Releaſe 
from a troubleſome World, and a Diſcharge of 
the Soul from the Body, in which it was impri- 
ſoned; and he was deemed the wiſeſt Man, who 


put this Act in Execution ſooneſt. In ſome other 


Parts of the World, the very Slaves bury them- 
ſelves alive with their deceaſed Maſters without 


never 
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A "of Future State demonſtrated, © 
© Sri, never do, were they not in ſome Meaſure con- 
VIII. vinced, that their Souls were immortal. The 
2 Wracians wept at the Birth, and rejoiced at the 
Death of their Children, eſteeming the latter 
an happy Birth: And Herodotus tells us, they 
were called the immortalizing Thracians. They 
were of Opinion, that wha hey departed this 
Life, they went to their Saviour, the liberal Donor 
of Health and Happineſs. The Gault and their 
Druidi, the Etrurians and their Prieſts, the Sqy- 
thians and their Sages, founded all their Wiſdom o on 
this Doctrine, which was fo deeply imprinted on 
| the Minds of Men, that it was univ recei- 
= ved. The Diſciples of Hegefias, the Cyrenian, 
E died with Pleaſure, after hearing him diſcourſe on 
te Immortality of the Soul; by which they 
mewed how fully they were convinced of ſo im- 
* | - Portant a Truth. And thoſe few Wretches (if 
- any ſuch there were) that could ptevail on them- 

' ſelves to believe the cotitrary, did it not, till 
lad made themſelves ſtupid and ſenſeleſs, by a diſ- 

ſolute andirregular Courſe of Life. 

Thus we ſee, that all Nations were of . Opi- 
nion, that the Soul was immortal; tho? the Man- 
ner in which it ſhould be glorified remained a Se- 

cret till the Heavenly Doctrine of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour was { all over the habitableWorld. From 
that Time Life and Immortality were ſo brought tc to 

Light, that St. Auſtin, triumphing, as it w. 

over Infidelity, eries out? where is now the F 
or Wretch ſo hardened, as to doubt of the Soul's 
B being immortal ? Epickerus, a famous Stoick Philo- 
ſopher, has Abundance of Expreſſions to the ſame 
_ Purpoſe, «© Are we not med, fays he, to 
lead a vicious Courſe of Life; or to deſpair in 
* * ſince we are N to the PE 
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Here I ſhall conclude my Quotations, and 


one, unthoughtful before, to reflect a little on this 
vinced, that, at this Time of Day, there are very 


ments of one Kind or another ſi 
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Fon the Univerſal Conſent of "Mankind. 


« ſince we came from him, and may, if we are Sun. 
not wanting to ourſelves, return td him again? VIII. 
I could add an infinite Number of Inſtances . 


the like Kind from the Ancients, had I Time to 
or you Patience to hear them, wherein they 
peak of a Future Judgment, an Heaven and 
an Hell; the one ſet apart as a Reward for the 
Righteous z and the other, as a Place of Torment 
for the Wicked, which ſuppoſes the Immortality 
of the Soul. RE 2 
This Doctrine is not only taught in the Koran of 
the Turks, | Arabians, and Perfians, but even firmly 
believed by the ſavage Carribees and Canibals ; is 
no Invention of a few artful Philoſophers to amuſe 
their Diſciples, and received by Tradition only; 
but is obvious to Reaſon without any additi 7 
Light, and as eaſy to be believed, as that we | 
Faces, when we behold them in a Glaſs. $1.4 


much I fear you have thought me too- tedious on 
this Topick ; but as the Proof of the Immortality 
of the Soul is the Foundation of all Religion, I 
ſhall think my Labour well-beſtowed, if I have 
but confirmed one wavering Perſon, or cauſed any 


great and important Truth, Tho? I am fully con- 


few, who totally diſbelieve this Doctrine; and 
none that can bring any Arguments worthy of 
Notice, or of any Weight againſt it; yet, at the 
ſame Time, I am perſuaded, that there are Mul- 

titudes, who never admit the leaſt Thought about 

ſuch ſerious Matters, and too many likewiſe that 
endeavour to ſtifle the Evidences of it in their on 


Minds, and flatter themſelves that it may poſſibly 


t, as [ ima- 


be otherwiſe, But as I have n Argu- 
0 Sine, 


/ 


_ a8 .. 
- - - SERM. gine, to convince any attentive 'Hearer, that there 
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VIII. is no Poſſibility of the Soul*s dying; I ſhall con. 
== clude with accounting, in ſome Meaſure, for the 


f 


£0 


obſtinate Behaviour and perverſe Opinions of 
wicked Men; and lay before you the Reaſons, if 
they may deſerve that Name, why there have been, 
in all Ages, and even ſtill are, ſome Perſons ſo wil 
fully blind, as readily to join with the Sadducees, and 
* ſo evident an Abſurdity, as dated, 
Reſurrection, neither Angel nor Spirit. . 5 
Firſt then, as the Belief of a Future State 18 no 
amal Check to wicked Men in the Purſuit of ther 
lawleſs Pleaſures, and the boundleſs Gratification 
of their brutal Luſts, they induſtriouſly ſeek At- 
ments to ſkreen them from the Wrath to come. 
he moſt profligate and abandoned Wretch can- 
2 Tos ſuppoſe, that if there ſhould be à Lift 
after This, it will, doubtleſs, be a State of eyerlaſt- 
ing Happineſs, or endleſs Miſery ; this they muſt 
be convinced of, who believe there is a Su- 
preme Being; aud as that is a Truth too evident 
to be diſputed, they muſt ſuppoſe that Supreme 
Being to be endowed with all Perfection; and 
fince Man is beyond all Contradiction a free Agent, 
and knows both what is Good, and what is Evil, 
he is by Nature accountable for his Behaviour; 


and ' tis — with common Reaſon to ſup- 


poſe, that the Murderer, Adulterer, Blaſphemer, 


and the like notorious Offenders, who wilfully 


' + break through all Laws both human and divine, 


ſhould eſcape Puniſhment, when a merciful and 


juſt God beholds thoſe Actions: And fince tis 


plain, beyond all Diſpute, that Puniſhment does 
not always attend theſe Crimes in this Life ; and 
fince no Man in his Senſes can ever be prevailed 
on to believe, that he ſhall enter into the next 
without meeting with Beproachcs for his paſt Vis 
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from the ien Conſent of Mankind. 


dus Deportment; the Wicked have no Reſource SRM. 
left but to deny there is a Supreme Being, and to' VI 


affirm; that a Future State is a mere Chimera, and 
nothing more than the Artifice of ſome deſigning” 
Men to keep the World in Awe: As theſe Truths, 
however, have been conſidered at lar pi, and eve- 
ry Objection I could think of has, 1 been | 
fatisfactorily reſolved, there are none — preſent, 
] preſume, ſo A or ſo remiſs, as to be un- 
vided with proper Arguments to confute the 
Abſurdity of The Af ons And fince I. am 
verily'perſuaded, that what I have urged: is ſuffi- 
cient to convince any one, t the moſt obſti- 
nate and obdurate Unbeliever; N may, without any 
Danger, offer a Suppoſition, tho? abſolutely falſe,” 
in order to ſet the Filly of thoſe in a till more 
glaring Light, who oppoſe themſelves to the 
Voice of Nature, who * Pains to deceive their 
oun Souls, and buoy up their Spirits with the vain 
Ho that there is no Life after This. W 
us ſuppoſe then for once, that a Future 
Stute is Sa and precarious; this, I think, is 
the urmoſt the moſt hardened Infidel can poſſibl 
bene L. to; for to aſſert abſolutely, that there will 
no Life after This, is a Preſumption that no one 
can Have the leaſt Pretences to, and is altogether 
abſurd: Let us ſuppoſe then, T ſay, that it be 
a Queſtion whether we ſhall live hereafter, or not, 
and, even upon that Footing, let us ſee, in regard 
to this Particular, whether he who believes, or he 
who believes it not, be the wiſer Man. ö 
He that doubts of 2 Future State can have no 
pleaſing Proſpect, no Idea of Future Happineſs.” 
All this Felicity, therefore, muſt center in his tem- 
poral Enjoyments : Is it in his Power, however, to 
revent Sorrow and Affliction, Pain or Sickneſs ? 
he not liable to be made the Sport of Fortune, 


1 4 Future State demonftrated, 

4 EAN. _ his Dilbelief ſecure him from thoſe 1 to 
* $ VII. which all Mankind are equally expoſed ? Should he 
* 8 a ſober, regular Life, what Benefit and Ad- 
3 . "_ will 110 from his Infidelity ? Why, none 


_ "_—_ t all. He is ſober to no Purpoſe ; Mp tran 
; himſelf from all Hopes of an Inheritance in 


5 E Kingdom of Heaven; thrown away, not ſold 
2 2 Birthright; and ſet his Soul with her noble 
*s ments upon a Level with the Brutes that 
3 iſh. Should he be overwhelmed with Sorrow, 
7 d his worldly Affairs prove ruinous, his Chil. 


F' - dren diſobedient, his Friends unkind and unjuſt; 
what Conſolation can he find within his own Breaſt? 
* Why, no more than this, that he ſhall ſhortly be 
3 upon a Level with his Fellow-Brutes, be reduced 
5 d to Duſt and Aſhes, and all hi#T houghts be buried 
l with him in the Grave. A poor Comfort, 428 
1 A moſt ridiculous Conſolation! 

4 But let us view him, when he 'draws dert to 
4 | what he calls the Period of his Sorrows ; when he 
is arrived within View of the End of all his Mi. 
- ſeries; when he lies on his Bed of Sickneſs ; when 
1 the Wheels of Life grow ed and out of Or- 
WF, der, and when all artful Preſcriptions of Meds 
eine prove ineffectual to his Cure: What Comfort 
will his fooliſh. and abſurd Opinion then furniſh 
him with? Nay, what Deſpair will it not raiſe in 

| his bewildered Mind ? He cannot be ſure that there 
= will be no Hereafter ; and if there ſhould, to what 
FE -, Aadeplonable Condition muſt he be then reduced? 
FE” q, He cannot be ſure that there is no Heaven ;—but 
= he is ſure, that if there be, he has 'reſign*d up all 
Right and Title to the Joys of it, and muſt never 

expect to be an Inhabitant of that happy Place.— 

Hie cannot be ſure that there is no Hell, but if 

there ſhould, what a Condition muſt he then be rd 
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He has juſtly intitled himſelf to all the Pains, of Sunn. 
it; he has procured himſelf a Place, where there is VIII. 
i Weeping and Wailing and Gnaſhing ef Teeth , k 


i Where the Worm never dies, where the Fire is 
never quenched : He cannot be ſure that there is 
my that there are no glorious but if 
there ſhould, he is not qualified for 1uch bleſſed 
Company; he has no Taſte to join in their tri- 
umphant Hallelujahs,— He cannot be ſure there 
are. no Devils, but ſhould there be ſuch Spirits, 
what 5 has he provided for himſelf? 
What helliſh Diſcord,. what infernal Converſation 
muſt he partake in? What ghaſtly. Phantoms, 
what tremendous. Apparitions, has he provided 
to ſhock his affrighted Soul, upon her landing on 
the dreadful Abyſs of a never-ending Eternity ?-: - 
But let us turn our Eyes from ſo gloomy a2 
Scene; God grant that we may never behold it! 
and turn them to one more entertaining, and more 
delightful, Let us ſee what trivial Hazards the 
Belieyer runs, and what the glorious Proſpects are 
which he has in View. - | | 
He who believes, that is, who believes to pur- 
poſe, will take all, poſſible Care to order his Beha- 
viour in ſuch a Manner, as to intitle him to an 


9 15 worſt, ſup- 

ſe there be no ſuch Thing, he has notwi 
ding enjoyed a molt agreeable Deluſion, and 
L in that Caſe upon a Level with his Oppo- 
te. —He has had a Sovereign Antidote 8 all 
worldly Sorrows; whenever he was oppreſſed with 


the Load of any Affliction, he could eaſe his Bur- 


then, by reflecting that the Life of Man was but 
of ſhort Duration; that the Time would ſoon 
come, when his Sorrows would have a . 


Mat. viii. 13. 8 Markix, 46. 


Sal BY He could ſay with Comfort, that he oa 
VIII. be miſerable but for a ſhort ue of Time, that 
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he ſhould ſoon arrive at the Goal of Death, and 
tho“ his Race had been hard and rugged, 999. 15 
met with many cruel and ſhocking Diſappoint- 
ents, 'yct-the-g)>rious Reward was at hand; the 
rave could not eight him with its Horrors, fince 
bis Soul could not be mingled. with the Duſt: 
That would return to its Almighty Creator, and 
reſt with him in never-ending Joys. — Are not 
theſe Reflections of a very amiable Nature? Is not 
tis a Situation of Mind worthy to be cheriſhed? 
ak are not ſuch Thoughts as theſe in every one's 
er to enjoy? When the Believer ſees Death at 
hand, he looks on it as the Approach of his new 
Birth, he waits with Impatience for his glorious 
Change, when he ſhall quit this vile Earth, when 
he ſhall drop this Load of Fleſh, and with 185 
ous and immortal Angels lie diſſolved in Bli 
doring his Almighty Benefactor, his ever- oriou 
God and King. 

Another Reaſon why this ave Truth is ſo 
lttle reflected on, as we find it generally is, may 
be the Pride of one Set of Men, and the Weak: 
ness of another: The Pride of Wit, or what is 
too often called ſo. The Poets, and other Writers 
of Romance, have contrived ſo many Repreſenta- 
tions of the Behaviour and Condition of departed 
Souls, that their weak Brethren have been apt to 
think the whole only a poetical Fiction. The firſt 
View of a Future State muſt fill the Mind with 
awful Thoughts of what may be our Portion there: 
But we have been diverted from what ought to in- 
ſpire our Dread or Hopes. By the Buffoonery of 
ſuch vain Scriblers, we have been induced to view 
this Truth in ſo many Lights, that the Ignorant and 
n qa peri are 3 _ WY * 
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great deal of Time and much Force of Argu- 
ment to recover the Minds of Men to that So- 


lemnity of Thought which a proper View of theſe 


Things muſt: of Neceſſity occaſion, 


Is upon this Account that I have ſpent ſo 

much Time in illuſtrating this grand Truth, this 
Baſis of all Religion and Virtue ; for ſurely eyery 
Man, who is fully convinced that the rext Stage 


on which he ſhall appear muſt be an everlaſting 
one, will be eaſily induced to take care that he 
enters upon it with as much Credit as poſſible. 


To. conclude : I hope I have demonſtrated to -. 


Satisfaction, that God Almighty created Man af - 


„ter his own Image, in regard to his Soul; and. 

after the Likeneſs of his other Creatures, in d. 
to Life, Senſe and Motion; mortal, fo far as he-is 
like the Creature; and immortal, ſo far as he bears 
the Stamp of the Creator: That he, who views 
the various Works of Nature, muſt acknowledge 
the Exiſtence of the Supreme Being; that he, 
who. ſeeth the Order of the World, the Propor- 
tion of Man, and the Harmony ſo conſpicuous in 
both, cannot doubt but there is an over · ruling Pro- 
vidence; ſince it would be abſurd to think, that 


God, who created them with ſuch Beauty, would 


leave them to the blind Guidance of unthinki 
Chance. In ſhort, whoever ſeriouſly conſiders theſe 
2 will be fully convinced, that there will 


be a Life after This. | | | 
Now let us beſeech the Everlaſting God, that wwe 
may glorify bim by our good Works in this World, 


and that be will vouchſafe of his Mercy to glorify us,. 


SERM. 


whey he ſees fit, in the Wes to come. 
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© from the Univerſal Conſent of Mankind. - 113 
Loſs to determine what they ought to believe. They _ 
have made the Ideas of Death, Heaven and Hell, VIII. 
ſo familiar to their Readers, that it will require a 
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tures demonſtrated, from the Sub- 


limity of their Stile, &c. 
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2 St. PETER i, Ver. 21. latter Part, 
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© SRM. 1 Hoever ſeriouſly reflects on the general De- 


IX. J pravity of Human Nature, will cafily per- 
= wv ccive how highly requiſite it was, that Mankind 
= ſhould be commanded to purſue their own Inte · 
- - » reſt and Welfare, which, had our firſt Parents re- 
mained ſtedfaſt, as they were at firſt created, they 

| would ardently have coveted, and as carneftly 3 
ſued, without the leaſt Compulſion. But fince 

their unhappy Fall, our Underſtandings are dark- 

ened, and our Wills moſt ſhamefully eſtranged 

from God; and as this was the fatal, tho* natural 


* | Species muſt from that Time have continued in 
WE the moſt deplorable ftate of Darkneſs and Igno- 
- , Tance, had not the ever-indulgent Ruler of the 

© Univerſe been graciouſly pleaſed to aid and aſſiſt 

= the Weakneſs of our Capacities, and to tranſmit 

B do us his Sacred Scriptures for our Inſtruction in 

dhe only ſure Way to recover thoſe ineſtimable 

=, Bleſſings which we had fo juſtly forfeited, But 
notwithſtanding this inexpreſſible Condeſcenſion, 
this tranſcendant Goodneſs of the Almighty, 
chere are ſame ſo wicked and licentious, as ſtill ſtre- 
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Hol Men of God ſpake, as they were moved by 


Reſult of their Tranſgreſſion, the whole human 
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Me Divine Authority of the Scriptures, &c. . 115% 
hubully to aſſert, that the Scriptures are the Com- SERM: 2 
fures only of a few ingenious and deſigning IX, 
en, and not the Operations of the Divine Spi- — 
rit. 1 mall therefore make it the Buſineſs of = | 
ſubſequent Diſcourſe to diſcover the Weakneſs and 
\ Folly of ſuch an Aﬀerrion, and demonſtrate” to 
you, that the Holy Men of God ſpake as they were 
oved by the Holy Ghoſt. To begin then with the 
Style and Manner in which the Sacred Scriptures 
are delivered. $6: ! Ad 
He that is converſant in the various Compo; 3 
fitions of Mankind, may obſerve, that there ace 
two very different Modes of writing in Uſe among 
them. The firſt is. eaſy and familiar, like that 
between Friend and Friend, where they endeavour - 
to convince each other by ſtrong and ſubſtantial 
Reaſons only, as being ſenſible, that ſuch are the 
moſt probable, if not the only Means of anfwer- 
ing the End propoſed. The other afſunies ah 
Air of Majeſty, and is principally made uſe of 
by Kings and Poteritates, who, let them aſſert 
what they pleaſe, expect to be believed upon their 
bare Authority; imagine that their Dignity muſt 2 
command a due Obſervance of their Words; and 8 
look upon it as a Act of too much Condeſcenſion 
to offer Reaſons for the Performance of ſuch Or- 
ders, as they judge requiſite to be obeyed. Th 
human Sciences, the ſame Method is in a great 
Meaſure preſerved. © The Phyſician. expects to be 
believed «for Patient, without aſſigning any Re- 
ſons for what he preſcribes ; and the Tutor by his 


Pupil,” even in ſuch Points, as the latter might 
with Decency and good Manners diſpute with his 
Companions. Shall not this Rule then, with 1 
much more Juſtice, take Place in Matters of Di- 
vinity, which ſurpaſs, not only the Underſtand- 3 
ing of Learners, but _ Skill of the moſt pro; 
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116 Tie Divine Authority of the Scriptures, &e, 
4 SzRM. found Theologiſts themſelves. In Philoſophy 
X. likewiſe, the Profeſſors thereof gradually aſcend 
tom ſuch Things as are evidently known, to 
-. , - others more obſcure and uncertain z and from firſt 
R - Principles to draw Concluſions : All which plain- 
19 ly intimates, that Men, even by Nature, are con- 


cious to themſelves, that they deſerve to be be- 
' *- lieved no farther, than they can make Proof of 
what they aſſert, tho? the Point be never ſo trivial 
and inſignificant; and therefore they are ſenſible 
how deſervedly they ſhould. be 1 at, ſhould 
they imagine their Sayings to be of any Weight or 
Authority in Matters of a Divine Nature, and of 
the laſt Importance. Since this then is the uſual 
Method of writing and ſpeaking among Men; and 
ſince the Compilers of the Sacred Scriptures were 
indiſputably Men of deep Penetration and clear 
1  Underſtandings ; had they expreſſed their own 
|  - gSentiments only, they would doubtleſs have ob- 
Y  - ſerved the ſame Mode as the Generality of Man- 
2 kind did; but as their Commiſſion was from above, 
x they looked upon themſelves as Ambaſſadors from 
» Heaven, and delivered themſelves accordingly. 
The Divine Inſpirer of the Sacred Penmen expects 
to be believed upon his bare Authority, even in 
h Points of Doctrine as exceed both the natu- 
ral Belief of thoſe who hear them, and the Under- 
ſtanding of all thoſe who attempt to diſcourſe 
about them. God, ſay you, created the Heavens 
and the Earth; and Man is fallen from his origi- 
nal State of Innocence thro Sin: But who will be- 
lieve you, if you are no more than Man, unleſs 
vou can make good thoſe Aſſertions? The great 
Author of the Sacred Oracles commandeth them 
to be believed: He ſpeaks with Authority there- 
fore, and not with the Art of Perſuaſion. More- 
over, no one of a common Underſtanding will ex- 
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The Divine Althority of the Striptures, Rec. 


pect to be believed upon his bare Word, except SSR. 
n ſuch Things, as lie within his own Power, and IX. 
his own Knowledge, Whoever then, in Thing 


ſupernatural, I mean, in Matters concerning God 
and Man's eternal Salvation, expects to be belie- 


ved upon his own ſirnple Authority; yea, and to be 


more believed without, than others with the 
ſtrongeſt Evidence, muſt needs be the Prince and 
Father of the Univerſe, and not Man, How glo- 
riouſly is this State and Grandeur preſerved 
throughout the whole Body of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures ? Where will you find in them any other Ar- 
| = than ſuch majeſtick ones as theſe, namely, 

Lord bath ſaid, and it is done. The Lord 
bath ſpoken it, and he will be believed, Which 
Mode of Speech is more firm, by far, than any 
Syllogiſm whatever, and as convincing as De- 
monſtration itſelf; for what other Book proceedeth 
in that Manner, and, at the ſame Time that it com- 
mands, enforceth Obedience. Impoſtors, indeed, 
have endeavoured to imitate this Stamp of the Di- 


vinity; but, upon Compariſon, any impartial Per- 


ſon will ſoon perceive the infinite Diſtance that 
there is between them. : 


There are many Books of Morality, written by. 


Pagan Authors, which contain indeed a great Va- 
riety of excellent and uſeful Inſtructions for the 
Regulation of our Conduct: But in what Man- 


ner do they proceed againſt Vice, or deal with 


Virtue? Why, they define; —they diſtinguiſh z 
they diſpute ; and, if they offend the known Laws 


of Logic, are afraid of being cenſured. The. 


Laws of God are delivered in more peremptory 
Terms. — He that ftealeth, ſhall pay fourfold, — 
He that killeth, ſball be puniſhed with Death. Is 
not this as much as to ſay, that the Sanction of 
Holy Writ wg nk on the Power of ity 


Author; 
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ee Arbeit of the Scriptures, Re: 


ogether on their own Proof? In ſhort, our 


i "Sx. * for the generality extendeth no faxther 


chan our Power; for which Reaſon the Tutor 


ſpeaketh after another Manner than the Pupil, the 
rince than the Subject; and the Judge than tha 
Council at the Bar. What Manner of Book then 

mult that be, which ſpeaketh to all Men alike ; to 


Kings as to Subjects, to Old as to Young,'to Lear- 
ned as to Unlearned? That ſurmounteth the Ca- 
ity, not only of the one, but the other alſo? 

hat neither intreats nor perſuades any one, but 


peremptorily bids, or 1bits all Mankind ? In 


what other Writings do we read of ſuch never- 


| ceaſing Puniſhments, — ſuch everlaſting Re- 


wards? And, if every one delivers himſelf accord- 
ing to his Ability, from whence is this Speech 
derived, which preſumeth to make ſuch Declara- 


tions, but from Him, who is himſelf everlaſting ? 


If from a Creature, he muſt either be a good or 


an evil one. If evil, why  forbiddeth he the 
Evil ſo rigorouſly, and commandeth Good fo ex- 


preſsly? Or, in other Words, how cameth it to 
fs, that the only Marks which he aimeth at are 
ods Glory and our Welfare? Or, if why 
lenge to himſelf That whic belong- 
eth to God only, and which cannot be imputed to 
any created Being without the higheſt Act of Im- 


piety and Preſumption ? And, if it be neither the 


one nor the other, what follows, but that it muſt 
of Neceſſity be the Creator himſelf 3 
But as the ſtrongeſt Confirmation of the Truth 


of the Sacred Writings, we find, that their great- 


eſt Advocates reſigned their Lives, and incurred 
the Hatred and Diſdain of the whole World, ra- 
ther than they would tranſgreſs the Laws therein 
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The Djuine Autlority of the Seriptures, bc. 


meſpett 3 being fully perſuaded they ſerved ſuch a Szrm. 
Lawgiver, as not only had an abſolute Power over IX. 


the Body, and this tranſitory Life, as other LA — 


givers have; but had alſo Power to confer on 
them everlaſting Life, or to conſign them to end- 

leſs Miſery. Another Confirmation of the Truth 
in Queſtion is, that the Laws delivered in the Sa- 
cred Scriptures affect not the outward Man only, 


but pierce even to the Heart. They require Sa- 755 


crifices indeed; but then they prefer Obedience 
They enjoin Faſting, it is =o but then it is from 
Sin. They require Circumciſion, but then tis 
the Circumciſion of the Heart; and who can be 
a Judge of the Secrets of the Heart, but he who 
made them? Or who can. penetrate into the in- 
moſt Receſſes of the Soul, but its Omniſcient Cre- 
ator? And who could therefore preſcribe a Law to 
Mens Thoughts, but the "Almighty Diſpoſer of 
all Things? All which, when duly weighed, will, 

I preſume, amount at leaſt to a ſtrong Preſump - 
tion, that he who ſpeaketh ſo evidently upon Au» 
thority, and threatens that which exceeds Man's 
E, muſt of Nane be gh OE! than 


The Holy Sctiptures are likewiſe the a Source 
from whence we draw the Diſcovery of ſuch Mat- 
ters, as mere human Reaſon could never have ar- 
rived at; yet ſuch as, when once diſcovered, carry 
the greateſt Air of Probability and Truth along 
with them, The Supreme Being is of a Nature 
incomprehenſible to the laſt Degree, and indeed 
muſt, in a great Meafure, always continue fo; yet, 
in this Revelation of himſelf, we ac ſuch an 
Iaſight into this his Incomprehenſibility, 28, with. 
out it, we could never have arrived at. The 
Light of Nature would have taught us, indeed, 


e is 28 2 that he is all- pow · 
* eful, 
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120 The Divine Authority of the Scriptures, be. 
E SzxM. erful, juſt and wiſe ; but that God himſelf ſhould 
IX. vouchſafe to viſit us in Perſon, and ſuffer for us, in 


"= 
| Ce > 


Juſtice, is an Act of Indulgence beyond any hu- 
= man Conception, and muſt have remained a Se- 
| 2 _ cret for ever, had not God himſelf thought fit to 
reveal it. There are likewiſe a great many Par- 

ticulars in regard to'ourſelves, to which, without 
theDivine Aid and Aſſiſtance, we ſhould have been 
as utter Strangers, as to the Nature of God him- 
ſelf. But in the Sacred Scriptures we find as plain, 
| and as rational an Account of thoſe otherwiſe in- 
= ſuperable Difficulties, as we can reaſonably deſire, 
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2 or are at preſent indeed capable of conceiving. 
_ We ſhould doubtleſs have been at a Loſs to know 
uo this earthly Tabernacle could have enjoy'd fo 
= many, and ſuch valuable Faculties; how we came 
4 by theſe bodily Organs, and much more, how we 
A - attained the Uſe of them, had we not been inform- 
3% ed, that they were the Handy-work of an all-pow- 


erful Being, who, when he had faſhioned them, 
from his own Mouth, breathed into our Noſtrils the 
Breath of Life, What lefs could have told us, 


from the Body, it returns to God that gave it? 
What leſs could have told us how it is hereafter to 
be diſpoſed. of, and that they muſt, one Time or 
other, be reunited, ſummoned to give an Account 
of their former joint Behaviour, and be conſigned 
together to Rewards or Puniſhments, in Proportion 
to ſuch good or ill Deportment ? The firſt Man 
indeed might know when he was created; yet how 
could he have found out when the World was cre- 
ated ; and who could have aſcertain'd the firſt 
Hour or Day thereof? 'F e 
Divers ancient Authors, tis true, have given 
us &chimerical Narrative of the Creation of the 


* * * 


N order to make a plenary Satisfaction to the Divine 


that when this Ray of the Divinity withdraws 


World; 
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121 
World; which; if duely conſidered, will convince SRM. 


any attentive Reader, t t Tradition had handed IX. 


down to them ſome oonfaſcd Ideas of the Truth Adr 


but then they took care to croud it with ſo 
idle Conceits of their own, to obſcure it wi 


ſuch a Number of inconſiſtent Fictions, that theit | 
molt partial Admirers and Adherents could not 
but reject ſuch a Rhapſody, and conclude it to be 


the Reſult of human Invention, But whoever 
reads the Account that Moſes gives will be feel- 
ingly convinced, that his is the moſt probable, and 
beſt concerted Relation of that Fact z and; will 
find, if he will but give himſelf Time to weigh 


well the Manner in which it is delivered, ſo much 
of Majeſty and Divinity in every Line, as muſt. 


convince him, that none but the Spirit, that could 


frame the World by the Word of his 8 : 


could poſſibly entertain ſuch aweful; majeſtic 
worthy Notions of that ſtupendous Tranſaction. 


Tho? the Sublimity of Style in which the Sa- 


cred Writings are delivered muſt be a convincing 
Proof of their Divine Authority, to ſuch as have 
pondered them in their Hearts, and weighed well 
their numberleſs Perfections; yet to thoſe who 
have only taken a tranſient View of thoſe inimi- 
table Writings, without any ſerious war 
their Majeſty will never be a ſatisfactory A 


gu- 
ment that they were the Dictates of the Hoy 


Spirit; I ſhall haſten therefore to a more incon- 
teſtible Evidence of their Divinity, namely, the 
Spirit of Prophecy, which foretold ſuch Things, 


as neither Men, nor the Devils themſelves could 


poſſibly foreſee. 


But before I enter W Arcdide, I ſhall 
beg leave to entertain myſelf and you with ſome 
beautiful Extracts from Holy Writ, ; will Lam 
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- 322 + Thy Divine Aurbority of the Seriptures, &c. 
Sen. 


it worth” their while to conſult thoſe Sacred 
* \ Ocaeles of Truth, and Holy Fountains of Plea- 
ure, have entertained an idle Notion, that no- 
thing is to be found there proper for the Enter. 
' taipment of any ather Perſans than Enthuſiaſts or 
2 Divines. That this is a groſs Miſtake, let the 
 ,  *" fallowing Paſſages witneſs, which are but few in 
Compariſon of the Numbers that might be pro- 
duced ; and tho? perhaps I may have made an in- 
. Judicipus Choice, I cannot, I think, have greatly 
erred, fince every Page, and almoſt every Line of 
thoſe Sacred Books, cannot fail of filling a Man of 
true Taſte and Judgment with inexpreſſible Plea- 

_ fure and Amazement. | 
For Inſtance, Where will you find the Deity 
deſcribed with. fuch P Solemnity as in the 
Writings of the ;nfoired Peamen Whenever they 
ſpeak of the Majeſty of Heaven, they do it in 
h Terms, as fufficiently teſtify they were at 
that Time more than Men; and if fo, what Rea- 
fon can be given, ſince in all Ages of the World 
| there have been Men of ſurprifing Parts and Abi» 
lities, why ſome of them have not equalled the 
inſpired Penmen in the Elegance and Sublimity 
df their Deſeriptions ? But it is granted, even by 
_ 0. the Enemies of Religion, that their Writings, in 
mda Particular, are diſtinguiſhingly great and 


3 noble. How pompous and raviſhing is the De- 
8 ſcription which David gives in that Pſalm, which 
1 he compoſed in Remembrance of his many won- 

1 derful Deliverances from the Hand of Sau!! 


oF The Earth ſhook and trembled ; the Foun · 
** — WW yr Fey ern Wr 
, | A N. * Plalm-xviji, 7 to 15. 2 


=» 


contribute ſamething towards the Con- 
' thoſe, who having never thought 
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* „ ſhaken, becauſe he W 33 Wroth. There 3 
up à Smoke out of — Noſtrils, and Fire qut IX. 

«. of his Mouth deyouxed ; Coals were kindled by or 

« jt, He bowed the Heavens alſo and came 

% down; and Darkneſs was under his Feet, And 

10 1 n a Wu 5 Ze 5 5 yea, of 


* qut Lad 
* Channels Rok were ſeen, and the Founda- 
be 28 8 Ledge were Te at hy or 
at the Blaſt of the Breath o 
p Nos * What Poetry can equal this? 
aweful = of the Supreme Being muſt we be pr 
— bog we conſider the Earth tremhling, and the 3 
Hes yens humbled at his Feet? O what Contuſion, 
and Diſorder, what Horror and Deſpair, muſt poſſels 
the Souls of his Enemies, whoſe very Preſence ſhook 
the Earth to its very Foundation Whoſe Voice is 
Thunder, and Lightnings the Breath of bis Noſ- 
trils! Whoſe Majeſty is 1 in thick Darkneſa, 
and whoſe Vehicles are the Wings of the Wind! 
But Sublimity of Language is not the only 
wk of the Sacred, Writings 3 the narrative Part 
will be found i {bly elegant, tho? delivered 
with all the Air of Freedom l ima 
inable. The — — of the World, for In- 
fan ce, was ſuch a Subject, as any uninſpired Writer 
would have dreſſed up, one would imagine, in all 
the Pomp and Grandeur that the Art of Elocution 


wa deyiſe; yet, in the Sacred Page, we = 


* * 
2 * * yr” * 
b 4 * 


4 E TA r a plain Deſctiption of that great ey impor- 
IX. tant Event.“ No Reflections, no Sallies of Ad- 
mimtion but an even, uniform Relation, executed 
| \ with the greateſt Conciſeneſs, and at the ſame time, 
in fo ſatisfactory a Manner, that infinitely more is 
b for the: Exerciſe of the Imagination than is ex- 
ed in Words. Had the Story of the Creation 
3 a Subject for mere Man to have exerted his 
IF Talents upon, à whole Volume had not been ſuf. 
© Seient for the Taſk; and yet we find in the Book 
2 ! of Moſes, but one ſhort Chapter ſet apart for that 
= Purpoſe ; and this Brevity will be thought the 
1 more remarkable, ſince no uninſpired Perſon, had 
A he been ever fo learned, or ever fo well acquaint- 
ed with the various Circumſtances of that great 
Work, could ever have told it with a better 
Grace. Longinus, one of the moſt juſtly admi. 
red ancient Authors, could not help being char. 
med at the noble Simplicity of this Deſcription, 
and records it as a diſtinguiſhing Inſtance of the 
Sublime, © The Jewiſh Legiſlator, ſays he, 1 
Man of uncommon Parts, having poſſeſſed hi 
Mind with an aweful Idea of the B59 nobly 
. « declares it. In the Beginning of his Law, he 
has this Expreſſion, God ſaid; what? Let 
| <6 there be Light, and there was Light , let there be 
A «6: Earth, and it was ſo, 
2 WER: LG The Sacred * Writings arefullof this Majeſtic 
1 Simplicity and unaffected Grandeur. Such as 
* That recorded by St. John; Lazarus come forth. 
% And that by St. Matthew ; Lord, if thou wilt 
10 thou canſt make me clean. I will, be thou clean. 
66 * And That again in St, Mark, where Chriſt = 
K t 
5 * chap, i. 3 de Sublimitate, Sect, IX. 


| Snib's Longinue, the Notes e 130. - St. Jabn 
. Matrbexs vii, 3. 8 *. OY 
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De Divine Authority of the Soriptures, &c. 
the tumultuous Sea into a Calm, with * Peace, Sz 
« be till.“ The Waters heard that Voice which 1 
commanded univerſal Nature into Being: They 
« ſunk at his Command, who has the ſole Privi- 


« lege of ſaying to that unruly Element, Hilber. 
« to ſhalt thdu come, and uo further: Here ſhall 
* thy. proud Waves be ftayed. | oy ab 

T ho! this noble Simplicity may likewiſe be found 
through all the Hiſtorical Parts of the Sacred Wri- 


tings, yet it is no where more conſpicuous, than 


in the Adventures of Joſeph. When that great 


Man, in order to ſound his Brethren to the v 


Bottom, had reſtrained his Fondneſs for them ſo 
far, as to touch their Hearts by many ſevere 


Trials; when he had artfully brought them to the 


very Brink of Deſpair, he extorted a plain, but 


pathetic Relation from Judab of his Father's 
Grief, upon parting with Benjamin, which he con- 


cluded with what cannot be ſo well expreſſed in 
any Words as his own., ** * Now therefore, I pray 


« thee, let thy Servant abide inſtead of the Lad 


« a Bondman to my Lord; and let the Lad go up 


e with his Brethren. For how ſhall I go up to 


my Father, and the Lad be not with me? Leſt 


« peradventure I fee the Evil that ſhall come on 
« my Father?” The whole Speech is delivered in 


ſuch a plain, and ſeemingly inartful Manner, and, 


at the ſame time, is ſo affecting, that it could not 


fail moving the Paſſions of any Man of a tender 
Diſpoſition. And we are told it had the deſired 


Effect; for Joſepb could not refrain himſelf 


“before all them that ſtood by him; and he cried, 
Cauſe every man to go out from me: And there 


* Rood 

— — —— 

8 St. Mark iv. 30. V Blackalls Sacred Claſlicks, 

Jeb xxxviii. 1 * Gengfis xliv. 33. & leq. 5 
I Gen. xlv. 1.55 ſeq. | d 
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ſt, and yer moſt pathetic 


noble Simplicity, Whit 8 
read but with the 1 Pleaſre. "Tis a Cir- 
cumftance which David telates to Saul. The Oc- 


* David 1 the — Account of his Com: 


hb heard. 7 4 75 ſaid unto his Brethten. 
75 — Father yet live? 


1 am 
Ant 2 rw could ** lber Him; for 


* they were troubled at his Preſence.” What an 
AKffemblage of Ideas do theſe few Words convey 
to the imelligen Reader? What could fo well 
int Joſeph's Grief as his Behaviour on that Occa- 
h? The News of ſuch a Tranſaction being ſpread 


+ thro? the Court of Pbaraob, is there exptẽſſtd in 
tlie moſt conciſe, and yet comptehenſive Manner, 


that can poffibly be conceived. Aud the Houſe of 


Pharaoh heard, But what ſhall we fay, when we 


find fo i tant 4 Diſcovery, as that which J 
feph way to make to fis Brethreti, and the tender 
Concern of 4 dutiful Child, deffvered in the plaln- 
ers. I am Jeb: 

oth my Father yer due? What 4 Scope is. here 
ft for the Imagination? For my Part, I cannot 
bur think, the Reader muſt be in almoſt. as great 
2 Surpfiſt as 7g * Brethren Wor and unable to 


make anſwer. Every Word is Pulſe of and in- 
| tereſting, and exch e a Pauſe of Contem- 
plation, 


I cannot bah offetin another frſtante of thi 
magine, carinot be 


caſion of it was this, David offeted himſelf to op- 
poſe the Philiftine Giant Goliab; Saul is ſurpriſcd 


at the Botdneſs ef the Atternpt, upon the Conſi 
deration both of the Youth and Stature of Da- 


vid. But to remove all Objeftions of that Sort, 
bat 
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us fe Dioiue Authority of the Siriprates, K. | 
SB. * food uo Man with him while Poſ2ph made him. 


-, IX; * RIF known unto his Brethren, ; — he Wept 
bn *"2bbud ; ad bit E Nam and the Houſe of Phy. 
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The Divine Authority of the Scriptures, Wt, 


bat with a Lion and 4 Bear. Th y Servant, ſaid g ERM. 


“he, kept his Father's Sheep; lis cots 


6 Lion and a Bear, n 


« Flock ; and I went out after him, and ſmote 
« him, and delivered it out of his Mouth; and 
« when he aroſe againſt me, I caught him by his 
« Beard, and ſmote him, and flew him,” This 
is ſurely the ſhorteſt, and. moſt lively Deſctip- 
ton of ſuch a dangerous Entetpriſe as ever was 
made, I caught bim by his Beard; and ſmote lum, 
and flew him. Whoever compares this with am 


' Paſſage of the like Nature m a profane Writer, 


muſt be charmed with the Modefty and 

ty of it. The Hiſtory of David, as told in the 
Sacred Books, is not only the moſt inſtructive, bus 
the moſt entertaining; Piece that ever was wrote 
and his Book of P/alme may caſily be proved to 
excell; in every Reſpect, the Fee of the moſt 
celebrated Ancients. -: | 

But what ſhall we ſay, when we tum caribou. 

to the New Teftament, where Beauty and Grandeur 
have taken their peculiar Reſidence ?. Surely, who- 
ever reads there our Saviour's Sermon on * 
Mount; his various Parables, ſa: well 

the Underſtanding of all Manltind, and, at the 
ſame time, — or _ rofoundeſt Fruths; the 


ſolemn and ation of the Death and 


Paſſion of Apron t — of the World; wilt 
be apt-'to all other of no Value, 
when ſet in Competition with theſe ; will be ready 
to declare, that this is the precious Pearl, which, 

when a Man hath wo ould he ſell all he is 
. ty —— — 


„ 1 4 2 


ty Sam. xvii. 1 14 & ſeq.. 
= For a further Account of the Beauties of this little Story, 


1 refer my Readers . 


* 


» Ho | | 
* 4 . 


are r recorded therein, 


— of th Stiptufit/ee] 


ON Gainer. The Travels and Pilgrimages of the A. 
ſtles, their courageous Behaviour, when called 
CES Ebbe Kings 


and Governors, as recorded in the 
e; — Epiſtles to the firſt Chriſtian Cohyerts, 
cially thoſe” of St. Paul, are wrote in ſuch a 
nner, as muſt, and have extorted the higheſt 


Encomiums from Infidelity: itſelf. 


ur Sie conclude: The Sacred Scriptures are - not c 15 
the moſt neceſſary, but the moſt engagi 
oks that ever were — ol ſed: They Re 3 — 


cell all the Writings of the moſt admired Greeks 
and Romans; Whatever is to be found remarkably 


beautiful in them, is here compleatly fo; for this 
is the Fountain, from whence they derived their 
moſt exalted Ideas; and thoſe who are beſt ac- 


quainted here, are ſuch as will be moſt admired as 
. Learning or the World endures. 


is with Grief I am obliged to drop e. 


greeable Subject, tho? I am ſenſible I 
Abilities to purſue it in a Manner ſuitable t to 7 


Dignity ; yet the more Inſtances I produce, the 


more I can call tomy Remembrance ; and indeed, 
at no raſy Taſk: to pitch upon any in particular, 


Where the Choice is ſo extenſive. The Study of 


the Seriptures is like the Study of Nature, = 
_ nearer and more curious we are in our Reſearches, 


the more Scope we find for Wonder and Amaxe- 


ment; and we ſhall naturally be led, upon a 


Contemplation of either, to cry out, This is the 

Lord's Doing, and it is marvellous in our Eyes. 
My next Diſcourſe ſhall be employed, as I have 

promiſed, in a Proof of the Divine Authority 


af the Sacred Scriptures, from the miraculous Ac- 


compliſhment of the numerous Prophecies which 
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„ Pſalm exviiii 23. 
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ments for the — ey # the ors — 
I. ſnall proceed to prove this important Truth fill 


further, expatiating on the Aſſertion in 
| bp exciting 00 0 the Prophecy "4 


in ali Time 'by the Will of Am Bur \Holy Men ef 
Ou Pate as they were moved le Klo Ghoſh." 
The Prophecies, which we recorded in 
e Write, wore ode — — 
cles and Si, couch'd in ſuch dark and 

Terms, as would admit of any double or A 


. but 0 che Plain 
"7 —_— Ce whoa Som hone 
= an over- cred — 
«poor Part of the Heathens were, but 
1 very obſtinate, and very hard to Be 
convinced; and this is fully evident. from 
Exclamation of the Prophet Haiab, Lord, bo 
ere as Toe e 
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4 a, Survey of à few of the 63 Known Prophecies, F 
F | 1 ys by ſufficient Teſtimonies, that were 4 

| accompliſhed long after the Deceaſe of thoſe who 4 

f them, we mut certainly entertain 4 

* oy 788 we or thoſe Hol obere bee | 1 
ih eon their Writing, whic 

cuba ten fmitted to Poſterity for the Con 1 
viction and A of theſe latter Ages. 4 
I ſhall begin with the Promiſe delivered unto 4 
MAC, dee 8 Thy Seed ſhall he: a Stranger 1 
Land that is not theirs, and ſhall fn . 
— aw they ſuall afflict them four hundred Years; 4 
4: jd od in th four Gevemn hy 
| 1 Judge: in tion J 
$2 \e ſhall come hither again?. What Oracle: did 
5 S foretell any Thing 1 Terms, ſo 4 
th ſo — before it _ to 0 ö 

1 rophecy was in every; R 3 
inted Time: And who can fair 
the leaſt Fallacy or Deceit ? Since 1 
* in be ier ugs with the Children of / 5 

raal, wholly relied on this Promiſe, it highly be- 
 hoved bim, doubtleſa, to ſpeak-of a P . 
5 e was'common-among them. and handed ; 


+ 44 


And moreover, as, it was received by bo dre 
2 it believed a and an Put in 


3 3 3 tion by Joſhua. val. 
W ys made his laſt Teſtament in Exp in 
43 hich there are as | many Prophecies as there are 
| Words; 
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Words not in regard to his own Children 

dut to the Tribes lik 
Riſe te them. Len. 
ſumcient. + thou art he, whom 
_ Pines half prac thy Father's Children | 
3 f Body lt oe 
* from Td, be nor a Law-giver from be- 
. Vybat his Feet, until $hilobcome.”” The true 
"Wy genuine Meaning of which Prophecy was ever 
by the Hebrews to be this; that the Sceptre 


| -was to remain in the Poſſeſſion of Fudah, and that 
che fovereign Juriſdiction was to be lodged in him, 
until the Coming of the Meſſiah. Now Reuben, 
E 


and Levi were the eldeſt Brethren of 7a 
cob 2 therefore ky 29 —＋ 115 5 
; ſage was y ugnant to tne er Na- 
7755 e e Maſs, who led the People 55 + 
out of Egypt, was of the Tribe ede and 
„who brought them into the Land of Ca- 
| a, of the Tribe 15 Epbraim. The Judges were 
ſometimes of one Tribe, and ſometimes of ano- 
cher. And Saul, the ft King that was elected 
by the Peop „vs of the ride of Benjamin, 
which was t e youngeſt of them all. Theſe Cir- 
euthſtances, doubtleſs,” gave a cruel Shock to the 
Prophecy. The Sceptre, however, in a ſhort 
Tune, paſſed from Sau to David; from a King to 
a-young Shepherd of Judab, where it was firmly 
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2A ibem uubirh beard me what I laue iſaid unto them: 
Mebold! they tuo what {have tft. 


previous Obſervations, in 


— Lanterna. the moſt material Ads 


| luRance;'to acknowledge, they were true. 
It - muſt: be cunſeſſed, indeed, — — 
r. the leaſt 
either of his Life —— 
his ow Handy but chen bis 


"2 inthe Goſpels, — 
All which, when put together, are diſti 
1 Tile of the New Tyfanone, And 
that thoſe Writings are genuine and authentic. 
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- readily allow, when he conſiders, that the Com- 
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Fharein are the Infirmities of his Humanity ace 


— 8 his Divinity is no any ways 
deſtroy s — Frailties and Miſcarr 


ie" plain, cafy, and familiat; Therein the Divinis £4 2 


Ses 3 recorded; and, 1 
= ' XI. Oftentation of themſelves or pompous Panegyrick | 
| — Go on their Maſter is therein to be found. Peteryiw 
are told, ſhamefully fell, and denied his Lord no 
| leſt thar thrice, within, the ofa few 
Vins — his Diſciple Mart, who 
”  compoſed/his'Goſpel 
b | _ Weakneſs and: him? The Sons of-Zehedee; 
= 8 James, to ſit the one on the Right- 
8 of Jeſus, and the other on his Left, in his 
E ___ Kingdom. What Obligation did they he under 
Y © to publiſh theſe private Miſcarriages, the Diſcove- 
po of which might in all human Probability leflen 
the Reputation and Authority of their Wittings? 
They acknowledge, that Jeſus himſelf was ſome- 
times weary, ſometimes thirſty; and often in Tears; 
all vhich are-common-Infirimities incident to hu- 
man Nature; yet no leſs ſtrenuouſiy do they af- 


Lives in Defence of his Divinity. But might they 
not have concealed theſe Infirmities of his without 
the leaſt Prejudice to the Truth? Doubtleſs they 


might mr rar in the common Courſe of 
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WE — 2 have — advanced it: But they were 
Mun of deeper Penetration, and were fully per- 
 , funded, that the bright Rays of his Gadhead would 
mine forth with the greater Luſtre, even thro*:the 

dark Vail of his Manhood. In a Word, they ſet 


don every minute Circumſtance, , ſuch as the 


Time, the Place, the Day, the Hour, the Town, 
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48 aroſe, &c. Now, had they aſſerted a Falſe- 
hoed, How eaſily had they been detected? What 

| ities did they give their Enemies to tri- 
umphk over them? And yet, among fo many Pha- 
riſes," ſo inveterate, and ſo enraged againſt them; 
ſo many People, ready and-willing, both 
| wo fry und do Che vita ther the ol blter Ma- 
| lice could prompt them to; how came it Io paſs, 
that not One ſhould riſe up in Ju againſt 
them ? Since therefore Splcen and nets: are . 
too apt to caſt Reffections, and find Fault where 
there is no juſt Occaſion; and ſince the moſt in- 
— Envy and Hatred of their Enemies, who 
lived in the Places where thoſe Wonders were tranſ- 
ated} and at a Time too, when their Power 
and Authority carried all before them, could not 
find the minuteſt Circumſtance miſrepreſented, we 
muſt naturally conelude, that the Hiſtory of the 
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H of our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, as Have 
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The next Difficulty that occurs to us, is t, 
"that Chriſt ſhouid be born of a Virgin. But ſince 

God had foretoldit, who ſhould prevent its 
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went the worſt of Torment dat d Cruelty of -4 
Man could deviſe, and Death itſelf, to juſ- 3 
tify the Truth of what they'wrote ; what better 
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in my former Diſcourſes advanced all 
I could think of to demon. 
„I ſhall 
beg leave, before 1 diſmiſs you, to take a ſhort 
Review of what has been ſo laid before you, and 
to put the Qveſtion home to your Hearts, namely, 


—— 


rr 
Fou may remember — my firſt Diſ- 
core, I prayed the Exiftence of God, from the 
"various; and inimitable Works of the Creation; 
from! thence 1 to demonſtrate a Future 
State, from the Nature of the Soul; from the Mi- 
ſeries of this Life; the unequal Diſtribution of Re- 
wards: and Puniſhments; and from the univerſal 


clearly proved from the Voice of Nature and Rea - 
ſon, — Aſſiſtance of Revelation, I flat- 


ter myſelf, I brought ſuch Arguments to ſupport 
the Doctrine propoſed, as cannot fairly be confuted. 


next which I thought neceſſary to take, 
Hi to == the divine Authority of che 


was, 
Sacred Scriptures, from various Topicks, which I 
hope I have done to the Conviction of thoſe of 
"a ; LIP my 


* 4 * 


De at; us * 


burthen your 
mber of A ts, I firſt ſhewed you, that 
the Style and Manner in which thoſe Writings of 
the inſpired Penmen are deliver'd,” are every Way 
{uperior to that of any human Compoſitions what= 
ſoever; and laſtly, as an undeniable Argument of 
their Validity, I collected, a ſmall Number of Pro- 
phecies, ſmall in Compariſon of what might be pro- 
duced, which I proved to be fulfilled ina wander- 
ful and miraculous Manner: And, as theſe were 
principally extracted from the Oll Teſtament, in 
my laſt Diſcourſe, I ſelected ſuch Paſſages from 


L eden who might poſſibly be wavering in SERM, 
— — eny wa Andy that I might not per- XII. 
| Memories with too great a — 


the Writings of the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, e- 
corded in the New, as were moſt liable to El- 


ception, and proved that other Writers, even their 
Enemies, confirm*d the Truth of their reſpective 
ies; and when I had fatisfied you in that 

Particular, I imagined, I had more to add, 
in order to convince you of the TMh of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, than to lay before you the miracu- 
lous Manner, in which it was z namely, 
by the Means only of a few Fiſhermen and Publi- 


0 * 


cans, who from being weak, timorous, and illiterate 


_ grew all ona fun „not only learned and 
uent, but intrepid; who preach*d f 
Chriſt crucified to the Conviction of Thouſands, 
and l at laſt ſealed the Truth with their Blood in far 
diſtant Parts, and almoſt all over the Face of the 
whole habitable Earth. And, in order that no 
Kind of Proof m wy , Haid before you 
a ſhort Hiſtory of St. Paul, who, being miracu- 


louſly converted, from a Jew became.;a-Ghrifias; a 
from a Perſecutor a Martyr ; who relinquiſhed at 
once all the Honours and the Pleaſures of this 
World, for er - Kant the POO 


7.44 \ 


| the Goſpel, to ſuffer all Manner of worldly Shame 


. Ga | 2 — 
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4 £3 of the Goſpel; and who gloried in nothing .o 


AY much, as that Cod had vouchſafed to call him to 
te Knowledge of his Son Jeſus 'Chrift ; that he had 
1 ſieparated him from the reſt of his Nation to-preach 


„ Sorrow; und to hy down his Life n Con- 
fllüirtfation of the Truth of thoſe Things which he 
| tÞ openly declared to the whole World. This ig 
the Plan I have purſued, and no eſſential Article, 
I hope, has been left unſettled ; and therefore 1 
think, I may with — in 

Text, Are theſe Things ſo? queſtion not, 
E all 00 will, with one Conſent, join 


with we, and ingenwoully acknowledge chat they 
10 


the wege of tos were you muy 
3 that in order to avoid A 


2 of che Chriſtian Religion; and my Reaſon 
* b SE that when I had led 
a Confeſſion of 'a few gene 
* e Being of 2 God, the Certain 
ty of à Future State, and the Truth of the Hiſ- 
torical Parts of the Sacred Scriptures; when I had 
_ demonſtrated to you, that the Writings contain*d 
in the Old and New Teſtament were dictated by the 
Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, and that 
neither the one nor the other could be mere liumah 
Compeſitions; I might then draw this natural andun- 
deniable Concluſion, that — and 
Myſtery, that can be clearly 
beyo 4 he Reach of weak Comptthenſio 
nd t n. 
Saane tharwe find them record 
_edas Articles of our Faith in theſe Sacred Books; 
and what other or ſtronger Arguments can we de- 
. Truth? As tis 
an 


I have ſaid little or nothing concerning the Ny. 


hom theſe 


Vritings, muſt — your * tho“ 
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an n ſo *tis a dangerous Attempt. to Sau. : q 
aim at rendering divine Myſteries eaſy and intelligi- XII. 
ble to any human Cotaprehenſion, how exalted — x 
ever ; and to ſay that we will believe nothing but <a 
what we can clearly conceive, is equally triflin _ 
and ridiculous; for how many Things are — 
inconteſtably true, that we cannot poſſibly account 
5 for? All we know is, that they are. That there 
is a God, that all Nature dies, and annually re- 
2 and that we have rational and immortal 
Souls, are as great Myſteries of Almi Power, 
the Doctrine of the Ever-bleſſed I rinity itſelf. 
hat ſuch Things are, we are well aſſured of, hut 
how they came to be {o, is a Secret reſolvable 
alone by infinite Wiſdom, Is it therefore, any 
greater Abſurdity to believe the Myſteries 1 
moſt Holy Religion, which are ſo ſtrongly co - | 
firmed in the Sacred Scriptures, than it is to be- 
deve the Truths above-mentioned ? I think it is 
not, And therefore, if you will but make the Scrip- 
tures the Rule and Sean lard of your Faith, you can- 
not err. Let this be the Touch-ſtone, —Examine 
whether ſuch and ſuch Things as are required of 
you to believe and practiſe are clearly 2 in 
thoſe Sacred Writings s if they are, all, I think, 
hat you have further to do, is, to give your ready A 
tat, and to act ly. | 
Having made theſe few natural, and, I hope, 
uſcful Obſervations, I think, 1 
remaining Part of my Diſcourſe better, than, 


1. in ſhewing how far Reaſon may confirm us in 
+ the Belief of thoſe Sacred Myſteries which are 
recorded in the Holy Scriptures, And, | . 

| 1 In offering a few Motives for prevailing on you 
Fr TEX er wh 
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San. land, rather than thoſe of any'other Commu 
& XU, nion whatſoever, © © 
—— And, to conclude the whole; it may be ne- 
= eeſſary to remind you, how mueh your — 
Intereſt requires a Life ad * ſultable ts 
= the rau of Naur Faith. e 1 
5 MS theny N am 1 how Je Rebe ing 
— — the Belief of thoſe Sacred M 
— are recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
Though ie muſt be acknowled 1 PREY 
gare ſeveral fundamental Truths of too intricate 
„eee tat e 
EO. by the dim Light of Reaſon 3" yet I will venture 
to aſſert, that ſuch is the prevailing Power and 
Energy of "Reaſon, that ſhe will confirm us in 
the Belief of ſuch — 1 as are even beyond her- 
ſelf, and the Capacity of the moſt intelligent 
&  '- <xcared perfectly to conceive : Nay, which 
4 A q ſtill more, wk upon the Revelation of ſuch 
| and ſuch Things to us, the myſterious Setrets 
* "whereof our Reaſon, in its utmoſt Elevation, could 
never e into that very Reaſon, which would 
never have diſcovered them, or found any ſatiſ- 
Hctory Ground of Aſſent unto them, is able, not- 
withſtanding thoſe Myſteries were altogether in⸗ 
| * viſible before, to ſtrengthen and confirm out 
Fiaith. Our Eye directs us to the Contemplation 
of inviſible Objects, by the Survey of ſuch as are 
| _ viſible ; without the former of which it were im- 
bee) poſlible the latter ſhould ſubſiſt. As for Example, 
we ſcontemplate the Great God, be i ithvidible; 
by that glorious, tho? inanimate Creatut® of his 
the Sun, which is daily obvious to our View; no 
ſooner does he — 4 to gild this lower World 
with Light, but our Eye diſcerns a thouſand Ob- 
my which before lay *conceal'd in the — 4 
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"The ConciuS10N. r 
Shades of Night; not that Our Sight was in che SEB. 1 
leaſt deficient, or thoſe Objects leſs viſible, but be- Rll. 
cauſe the Sun was not ariſen, and had not-enlight- — 
ened the Air, by which Means the Eye ſers, and = 
Objects are diſcerned, -** Thus God is to tlie Con- 7 
, ſcience, what Light is to the Eye; firſt he is "= 
<< ſeen, then all Things are ſeen by it.“ And by 1 
the Light of the Sacred Scriptures we find ' there 

are Three that bear Record in Heaven, the Father, ie 

* and the Holy Ghoſt : And theſe Three are One. 
The Incarnation of our Bleſſed Redeemer is 9 
another Myſtery, of which no Man ever could, cr 3% 

ever will have We, adequate Idea; and yet Reaſon _ 

1s able, not N perſuade us to, and confirm us | 
in the Belief of it, but to furniſh us alſo with ſub» 1 
ſtantial Arguments to defend it. She will plainly -* 
9 av that the Miracles which Jenn 

wrought, conſidered in themſelves, could not be 
the Operations of any Man, Devil, or A — 

of the great God himſelf, the Creator of | 
and Earth; from the Account 9 — 
from Concluſions drawn from Principles grounded 

thereupon, and thoſe very Hiſtorians, who were 3 
his moſt inveterate Enemies, and oppoſed, with _ 

| the greateſt Zeal, the Doctrines he advanced. And mn 
what is the Conſequence of all this, but that, ſince 

he wrought his. Miracles by a divine Power, he | - 

muſt be ſent from God, and therefore, tis our 
indiſpenſable Duty to hearken to, and believe in 
him? To believe that he is God, the Son of Cd. 

foraſmuch as he has declared himſelf to be ſo in 


his Word; and Man, born of à Woman, ſince = 
_ Whole Multitudes were -Eye-witneſſes. of it; and = 


that were it otherwiſe, he wou*'d be an Enemy to = 
Weinen "je 4b 
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- Suns. Who is too g too merciful to give him Nower 
only to undo us; and too wiſe, too conſiderate, to 
E him his Holy Spirit to fully. and eclipſe the 
Brightneſs of his own Glory.” And ſhould any 
one be pre ane enough ta ſtart any Obj 
here, Reaſon will ſtand up, and plainly demon- 
|  firare to him, that Chriſt's I Incarnation was alto- 
| r agreeable both to the Juſtice and Goodnefs 
of the Almighty, abſolutely neceſſary for Man's 
Salvation, eaſily accompliſhed by a Power omni- 
Wy ent, in all Reſpects — oat Sl to the Divine 
ill, and his gracious Promiſes, highly uſeful, 
and inſtructive to us in our Exerciſe of Humilia- 
| tion, and tho? full of Condeſcenſion, no ways 
| Ry of the King of Kings. N 
Here I ſhall ſtop; for all the Myſteries men- 
tioried i in our Creed have ſufficient Warrant from 
Holy Scripture, and therefore my Enumeration of 
them, would be altogether unneceſſary, and my 
ipal Aim in making mention the fote- 
Soing, which I take to be the greateſt, and thoſe 
which licentious Men have given themſelves a Li- 
berty to cenſure, was to demonſtrate to you the 
| Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of pondering theſe mo- 
mentous Articles in on vis with Modeſty and 
Humility, ſince we publickly, and in the moſt ſo— 
demn Manner profeſs, that whoever does not aſ- 
bet 0 the Trath een I: a 
never be ſaved. Ee 
„I ſhall now . wind Thing ps. 
poſed, namely, to offer a few-Motives to gon 
on you to embrace the Doctrines of the of 
England, nee 
nion whatſoever, | Py 3094 
And here the Nature * my Subject will lead 
| me to ſpeak of the moſt eſſential Errors of the 
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haves, 


| De Concer us ton. 1567 
felf to the Difſenters in general from the eftab- SRE. 
liſhed Church of this Kingdom, however diſtin- XII.. 
I I ſhall contract what 1 ve BT 
a, C fs as poſſible ; ſince "of my Hearer 
| have, —— ſome Ideas of both, and thoſe 
- that have not, may be eaſily informed. 
Of the numerous Errors of the Romiſh Church, | 
theſe that follow are ſome of the moſt fundamental. 
Their monſtrous Superſtition in acknowledging the 
Popeasthe Infallible and Supreme Headof the Church; 
whereas our Bleſſed Saviour condemns our having 
ſuch exalted Notions of any Man. There is none 
od but one, that is God, Their Idolatry in wor- 
Thip ing the Virgin Mary, the Saints, &c. and 
 ptoſtrating themifelyes before their * Shrines, in di- 
rect Oppoſition to fo many exprefs Declarations in 
| Scripture, particularly the Second Commandment :. 
N el, d Res, 
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Mask. xix. 17. dee Hammond s Paraphraſe. J »4 a" 
u Of all the Supenſtitions of the Namib Church, this is the 
moſt enormous, and moſſ deſerving of our ſevereſt Cenſures; 
for they are not contented with barely making their Interceſ- 
fons to her, but pay her the Tribute of divine Adoration in ; 
almoſt every Corner of their Streets where her Image is-erec- - 4 
| ted, and decked in all the Pomp and Majeſty, that the maſt 
bigotted Devotees can poſiibly deviſe. As our Bleffed Saviour 4 
apprehenſive, chat too many weak Perſons would | - 
drawn, by a miſguided Zeal, into ſuch an unwarrantable - 
of Devotion, ſo has he particularly provided againſt it, aud has 
. every favourable Opportunity of — all ſuch 9 
, extravagant Teſtimonies of their Veneration for her, Fo - 
when he was told that his Mother and Brethren were without | „ 
io, ſays he, 2 Mother, and aube are my Brethren? Matt. "24 
Xii. 48. to the End. And when a certain Woman lifted up her 
Voice, and ſaid unto him, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare thee, 
and the Pape which thou haſt /neked; Luke xi: 27, our Sa- 
_ viour ſeems, as it were, to check her exalted Opinion of his | 
Mother, and immediately replies, Yee rather e they 3 
. that hear the Word of God and keep it, ver. 28, | _— 
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4 | We Concivgst 2 
Sam. Their Performance of Divine Service in an un- 
XII. known Tongue, ſo contrary to the Example of the 
4 e en Bleſſed Jeu, who condeſcended to adapt; his 
Words to the meaneſt Capacities 3 their Denial of 
the Uſe of the ble to the Laity, ſo r to 
the Advice of dur Saviour himiglf, who enjoined 
us to * ſearch the Scriptures, in-order to our being 
convinced of the Truth of his Divinity ; their ab- 
ſurd Doctrine . Tranſubſtantiation, — 7 2 
our Saviour's ſaying vate, eat; ibis is my é 
Sc. which was eviceny as allegorical a Saying, 
and. muſt at firſt Sigh hy ry ſo to any unpreju- 
diced Perſon, Os he ſaid. I am ibe * Door pe] 
am the. Vine, &c Their. ridiculous Notions of 
Purgatory, and their Maſſes: to releaſe 
Mens Souls from thence, many other Fop- 
ties, wherewith they lead aſtray, = weak: and 
eluded Multitude; the Enumeration . whereof 
e ood Foy Lime than can be ſpared me 


"9 preſent: Beſides, as they have all been fo well 
+ qxpoled and confuted alread _— bath by the Writers 
d Preachers of the Church of England, there is 
oh any one ſo ignorant, as not to be able to 
the Abettors of ſo bad a Cauſe, 


ho? the Reformers, who eſtabliſhed our -Church 
e it now is, were very careful to 
purge away every wicked and abſurd Doctrine of 
the Romiſb Church, yet they took care to preſerve 
what was truly conformable. both to Scripture and 
_— Reaſon. They were not ſo prejudiced: and pre- 
poſſeſſed, as to reject any Thing that was decent 
dd lawful, tho' 'a Pat of their Rubrick : De- 


. * in Bivine Worſhip is not only innocent, 
* common Conſent of all Na- 
tions 
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tions ſpeaks this, and Nothing can poſlibly be al- $23. 3 
ledged it. Fhe wearing of particular XII, . 
Dreſſes re, and the various Poſtures of we. 
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- ſtanding, 
are, doubtleſs, Ceremonies innocent in themſelves, 
and 8 rohibited in Holy Writ. Seti or 
orms 
uſe of by the cu; and our Bleſſed Saviour him- 
ſelf recommends them, by giving us a pure and 
„after he had been praying in a certain Place, 
ben, bis Die les 1 
alſo taught” his Diſciples, the Anſwer which # 
e chough 
. ſaid he to them, withqut — 
Heſitatien, 4 ſay, Our Father, &c. Cantany Thing 
this ? Moreover, Reaſon declares aloud for it: For 
how can the Illiterate expreſs themſelves in a be- 
ance as a Liturgy, or Book of Common Prayer ? 
And if another s for them, as is the uſual 
can they with Safety join with their Miniſter, when 
they know not — what he will ſay ? 

L up to the Divine Majeſty any publick Prayers with - 
out ſome ſuitable. Premeditation. And, I believe, 
CE with Prayers, as well adapted to every 

Perſon and Occaſion, as any that ever were com- 


kneeling, or ſitting at appointed Times, 

of Prayer. were always made 

ect Pattern of his own for our Imitation. 
5 of the Reſt; Lord, teach us to pray, as 

ſt not only reaſonable, but requi 

be more expreſs in Favour of Common Prayer than 

coming Manner, without ſome ſuch proper Aſſiſt- 

Method obſerved by the Diſſenters in general, how 

From whence to me it appears very abſurd, to offer 

even our Enemies will allow, that our Liturgy 

2 I Ae have waved * 1 
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| Same: had not the moſt ſpecious 
XII. tion ariſen rm the Uſe of Common Prayer 
— 1+ Phe Nomiſ Church have und 


The 2 * 
Pretences for a Separa- 


7 
. 


bad 
Emiſſaries to poiſon the Minds of thoſe, who are ſo 
weak and unhappy as to liſten to them; and fince, 


28 IJ have before obſerved, the Errors and Idola- 


try of che Church of Rome have been (© 
detected, and expoled, that che Mind of the 
of the People are well affected to 


the iſhed Chureh, they have made it their 


—— — —— ſuch as were un- 


wary, and eaſy to be prevailed on: To this End, © 


m diverſe Times, diverſe new- fangled Doctrines 
Rkave appeared; and too man Perſons have been 
led aſtray by them. Mankind are for the Genera- 
liey ſend of Novelty; and what is unintelligible is 
toe often admired by the Vulgar. Our Enemies 
well know, that to divide, i; the only Way to ruin 
us; for which Reaſon, 50 Pains" nor has 
deen to render the Diſſenter a idable 
to the eſtabliſhed Church ; but yet, praiſed 
be God! ſhe has always been able to look down 
upon her Enemies with an Eye of Com 
rather than Fear; and has made it her Study to 


but by 

— of fincere Love and — 
than by Acts of and 
pen And *tis with Pleaſure I can cloſe w 
ſaid, with obferving, that the Diſſenters 


of all Denominations are daily dropping ſome of 


their iltEgrounded geruphes'; "ang. I ox 5 da 
 lurks within them, many of m would ſue to be 


admitted into our eſtabliſned Church. For this 


Reaſon give me leave to addreſs myſelf, 


Aal moſt cope ra pane eng 1 | 
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be to your Community 
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- Firſt; To you, yourſelves Mem- 


who 
ben of the (anch of England; and here let me 


but likewiſe by your Lives and Conver- 

ſations, to endeavour to win over as many as may 
to remember 

that Example will prevail, where Precept will 

of litele Uſe; to remember likewiſe that our 

and Maſter was a perfect Pattern of Patience 


and Humility, I will not deny but a 
Warmth ſometimes be neceffary, and we 


L ſhould doubtleß be blame - worthy in making too 


ſuaded, do now feel, 


not ſuffer therefore any 


ſervile Submiſſions : However, then we ſhould not 
exert our Zeal, unleſs the Honour of God, and the 


Peace af bis" Qu would" air it . ꝛ 


Hands. 


Our Church is doubtles free from all thoſe Sus | 


perſtitions and Idolatry, which have juſtly caſt an 
Odium on the Remiſh Community: We ſhould 


the Ground ; but ſhould tranſmit 'them to lateſt 


Poſterity with the ſame amiable Purity as we re- 


ceived them. Let us not therefore join with thoſe, 
who would impoſe Conceits of their own for the 
Doctrines of Chriſt; who meet” in Fields, and 
private Aſſemblies, and pretend to Inſpirations 
and Motions of the Spirit, which none, I am per- 
miraculous Effuſions of 
the Holy Ghoſt have long ſince ceaſed; nor is 
there at this Time any Occaſion for a Continuance 
of ſuch Miracles; ſince the Chriſtian Religion is 


of our Doctrines to fall to 


eſtabliſhed upon ſo ſolid a Baſis, that the Gates of 


Hell cannot prevail againſt it. Nor have we 


protected by the Laws of our Land, 


now any Neceſſity for clandeſtine Meetings; ſince 
we are 


in the free Exerciſe” of our Religion; and our 


3 are e always open to thoſe who have In- 


ae 


„ 
Sr 
XII. 

— — nat only to continue firm in that 
erſuaſion 


3 
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ſerve to unſettle Meng Notions ; 


of our 

vs 00 the ocher hand, let me intreat thoſe, if 
any ſuch are here, who " themſelves Dy- 
ſenters from the eſtabliſned Chhsch, to be well fa- 
tisfied that they do it for Conſelence Sake; and, as 
Lam inclined to believe they deteſt Popery as much 


nas we, it may be worth their ſerious Conſideration to 


reflect, that every one, that diſſents from the eſta- 
| bliſhed Church, weakens the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
and gives Occaſion of Triumph to the Church of 
Nome. Let them conſider what Objections they have 


to make, and whether there is any one Point in our 


858. Clination to worſhip God in Publick ; and ſuck de · 


parations only 
5 . 'and lay them open to the Attacks of the Enemies 


. Worſhip contrary to the Will of God declared i in 


the Sacred Seri tures; if they cannot ſay thefe is, 
tis a ſinful Ob for them to walk by them- 
ſelves, when the Laws and Welfare of their Coun- 

1 demand their Union. In a Word, we defy the 
moſt inveterate of our Enemies to produce any 
Thing, either in our Creed, or Mode of Worſhip, 
repugnant to the written Word of God: And if 
we propoſe to them nothing as an Article of Faith, 
but germ we can clearly prove from Scripture ; and 
if they cannot produce any Church equal to ours 
for the Innocence and Decency of our Forms, the 
Purity of our Doctrines, and the Excellence of our 


Liturgy, as I truſt they cannot, then I would wil- 


lingly aſk, why any, of our own Nation at leaſt, 


ould diſſent from us? And devoutly were it to 


be wiſhed, that thoſe of our Neighbours, who are 


— into Idolatry, would permit their Eyes to be 

ed z but that is an Event we muſt leave to 

infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God to bring 

wn, in h n due Time and _ —- 
45 * 8 p & 1 
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I ſhall haſten now to conclude the whole, | 
reminding you, how much your eternal In CS 
requires a Life and Practice, ſuitable to he Pan *- 
of your Faith.  -: , 
en, and Brethren, Are theſe Things ſo? Is there 
a God above, who ſees, and knows our moſt ſe- 
cret Thoughts and Actions? Is there a Life after 
This, where we ſhall dwell for ever, either in the 
moſtexquiſite,Torments, or the moſt conſummate 
Joys? Were the Holy Scriptutes dictated by the 
Spirit of God? And did the Bleſſed Jeſus lay down. 
his Life, to procure eternal Happineſs for us? — 
Muſt not the Evangel e and Apoitcs be Yuly 
convinced of the Truth of t Tranſactions 
which they recorded, when they chearfully laid 
down their Lives as an everlaſting Teſtimony of 
them? And may not the Chriſtian Cauſe boaſt of 
the Evidence that ever was produced in 
Favour of any Truth? If theſe Things are ſo, as 
I hope you are all convinced they are, and as Lam 
ſure you have every Reaſon you can deſire to in- 
duce you to aſſent to them, then be perſuaded to 
lend an attentive Ear, to thoſe Things that are rer 
quired of you. —Think how nearly you are con- 
cerned to believe, think how it behoves 
you to practiſe all the Virtues which are. recom» _- 
mended to you in thoſe Books, which were com- 
poſed by the Inſpiration of God himſelt. 
The Lord our God requires nothing from his 
Creatures but what will be greatly conducive to 
their Good, He has vouchſafed to be reconciled 
to us, after our unhappy Fall. and to promiſe to 


SeRM. 
XI. 


receive us into his Reſt, thro? the Merits of Chriſt 


Jeſus, his Son. He has moreover given us the 
Sacred Scriptures for our Rule of Life; and . . 


us to meditate — He bath Jewed thee, O 


. 
_— ah. 1 
. — a 8 - — — * 
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8 Micah vi. 8. 
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or — xobat is good z and "what derb the Lord re- 


2 


| ' Contentment here, and ineffable Happ!: 


of thee, but to do jufbly, and to love mercy, and 
be TE Gad? He hath, more · 
over, been raciouſly eaſed, to add rs fre of in- 
expreſſible ies his folemn Promiſe, that even 
the moſt wicked and abandon'd Man, if he will 
dues turn away from bis Wiekidus/s, 2 and do 


that 
| Wet ts dach and" right, in Bl, ſeve bir Sou 


© You, 8 who have hiherr, ro he beſt 
FP) your Abilities, obſerved the W. ill of the the Lord 
to do it, never let lip fo — —— and 
_ Kich a tranſporting Proſpect, as chat which: eternal 
Kite 8 Continue Redfaſt in the Paths 
of Virtue,” and will ſurely meet with true 


ter. And yougwho have been ſo u 
to to have deen negligent of your cure Felicity, 
conſider how precarious Life and Health are; 
look round and fee, how ſuddenly the moſt bloom - 
del 7 your Friends drop off, and 


Or you, 

ider all your paſt 

ee dack, tice with «View only 
making your Peace in Heaven, by a Re- 
ntance, and a ſteady Reſolution to lead @ new 

2 2 . 
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The CoNncLivs1on 
But, if nord ty Kill ſo unhap unhappy, as he Boe 
deaf to Perſuaſion , "3s there be any ſtill 6 
ligent, as not to — themſelves about 
Truth or Falſhood of the Chriſtian Religion; let not 
us, ho build all our Hopes in the Promiſes contained 


moſt-fervent Prayers for chem, chat the Altnigh- 


ty will rouze them up „ ard make them conſcious ' 


of cheir Danger. ic u pont ent to them, after 


we have demonſtrated the Divine Authority of 


the Sacred Scriptures, thoſe Paſſages where eter- 
nal Death is denounced againſt all i 


Horrors of that ſolemn Day, when the Al 
= (hall ſummon Mankind before his 
z and fry the Wicked to endleſt 
| nover-ceaſing Miſery t- Surely, when the Terrors 
which the „%% 
Surely, — 


they will ſhudder at the dreadful Thought. 
they will eſteem the Pleaſures of Sin but a poot 


are th ly a 


as they muſt exchange it for a Place, where no 
Glimpſe of Joy can ever enter, where the Yellings 
pond yr omg my Rn 
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_ * '1'TheTormenits of Hell are PV by Fire, both in t 


Old and Mio Teſtament. Moſes inveighin againſt the J/raelitrs 


who rebelled againſt the Lord, ſays to them, 4 Fire is kind- 
ted in mine Anger, &c. Deut. xoxtii.' 22. Juiab is ſtill more 
expreſs, Who among as ſhall. dwell with the devourt 
&c. Vaiah xxxiii. 14. and Ixvi. 24. Our Saviour makes uſe 
of the ſame Similitude, to ent the Puniſhment of the 
Damned. See Mart ix. 44. Matt. xxv. 41. There are ſome, 
who maintain, that by Fire, is to be underſtood, a real, ele- 
—_ and & pa Fire, = Op allegorical and figurative 

mong the Abettors of this Opinion are 1297 Yprian, 
"ot Mom, Jerom, &c. Cruden. 


in che Sacred Scriptures, be remiſs in parting up our 


impenitent and 
_ obdurite Sinners, - Let us ſet before them the 
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Oompenſation for the Loſs of Heaven; eſpecially, 
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uffer every Moment fot endleſa Ages, the in- 

— expreſſible Torments of the moſt agonizing Death, 
and at laſt, be not one Moment nearer their Re- 

3 lleaſe; where they will become dreadful Examples 
WA »: God's vindictive. Juſtice, and have the Gates 

NA „ af, gl loſe, upon them, never to nnr 
N Thar ſora ap Ed r gbd 
; this Life without making their Peace with 

zs very evident from à thouſand. 
ture; and, therefore, ſhould any be fo 


— 


zur g they are in che moſt dreadful Situation 


- us with Poverty and Contempt, Pain and Sick- 

os Grief and Diſappointment ; than by ſuch; a 
Deluſion, to loſe, our immortal Souls, for the 
ſom whereof thy bleſſed Son hath {o-ex- 
cellively. dear, hath ſhed his moſt precious Blood, 
in a Word, hath ſubmitted — the moſt ig · 


5 : n and painful Death, even the Deagh, of 


rolls. *. 
| none of my ester, T hope, peed Tack ia- 
of Y ening Scenes of Horror to call them to a Senſe 
ol chen Condition, let us turn our Thoughts from 
wo ſuch a gloomy Subject to another more engaging, 
| where we cannot fai of filling the Imagination 
= with the moſt delightful and tranſporting Ideas, 
3 Let us reflect on the indulgent Promiſes of — 


Almighty, and contemplate on the 12 
Fer 2 


= Tr of a never-ending State of 


to lay upon us: However, if we bear up under 
them with Patience and Reſignation to the Divine 
3 if we do but ovr Py with chearful Hearts, 
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_  2uy0us, as to flatter themſelves that e Things 
imaginable. Much rather, O gracious God, af- 


1 Duration, indeed, we ate to endure what- 
_— ever Afflictions the Almighty ſhall fee convenient 
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of carry Conviction along with them, and ſtan 
in no Need of the weak Aid and Alſiſtance of hu- 


* 2 


ple Recompence, an Aſſurance equal to the great- XII. 1 
eſt Certainty; ſince promiſed by an Almighty, an — = nn 


ture to aſſert, that every Thing we can conceive 


of 
who 


Il at firſt propoſed on the Truth of the Chriſtian 


be not already, a Follower of the Bleſſed Jeſus. 
And tho' I am not inſenſible of my Inability to 


my Judgment, to be ſtyly true, and for that 


ſhould prove of the leaſt Benefit to my Fellow- 


* 


+ 


: 


The Concius10N. _ 7 
we have the beſt Aſſurance that can be of an am- SzzM., 7 


Infinitely-juſt, and Indulgent God. To give you 
the leaft adequate Idea of the happy State of the 
Saints in Glory, would require the Sal ow 
warmeſt Genius, and be a Taſk too arduous, ; 

own, for me to undertake ;. but this we may ven- 


of mp the fondeſt Hopes with which we 
can our longing Souls, will fal infinitely ſhort 
A and delightful Stare of thoſe, 
the Paths of Virtue, who love Juſtice 

and Mercy, and walk humbly with their God, 
I have now, thro* the Bleſſing of God, ſaid all 


Religion, and am fully perſuaded, that the Argu- 15 
ments which I have collected, will incline the at- 
tentive Hearer to become from henceforth, if he 


execute my Work in ſo artful a Manner as might 
be expected, yet the Truths I have been treatin 


Eloquencey ul I think;neceſſary to add, is, 
throughout the hole, I have not advanced 
one Poſition, but what appears, to the beſt f 


Reaſon worthy of our moſt ſerious Regard : Ac- 
cept, therefore, of my fincere tho? weak Endea- 
vours, and let not the Unworthineſs of the Preacher 
prepoſſeſs you againſt the Doctrines he has re- 
commended to your Practice, which are doubtleſs 
of the laſt Importance; and, if what I have ſaid 


candidates for the Joys of Heaven, to God be 
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4 2. 5 . 4 Fj, 1570 ry Sentences. 0 
W E lift up our Eyes-to the Hills from whence 

cometh our Help, 
Dapger this Day, 


O Lord, keep us from Sin and 
f . eſus Chriſt his ure 21 We bv 
Me laid us down and ſlept, e up again; 1 
for thou, Lord, haſt ſuſtained us, _ 
: $i Thos an ny Te: MD las 5 


„ A 17 * 1 * hy 7 | of 5 

3 | The General Confeſſion. 3 I 
WE moſt merciful Father, 3 

cep. We have followed too much the bes = 4 

For „ Deſires of our own Hearts, We have e 9 

r * againſt thy Holy Laws. We have left und | ww 

| + thoſe Things which we ought to have done; = 


erred and ſtrayed from thy Ways like ht 
3 - __ we have done thoſe Thiog which we ought not” 


Jt 074 to have done: And there is D Bu Wo 
0: '$ thou, 8 8 have Mercy er „ 
l 5Y Ofen . 1 thou them, O God, h e 
1 Reſtore thou them that ate ate per 

to thy Promiſes declared unto © | 


3 2 a E 
. in Chriſt Jeſu of Toke And grant, 
X Fer merciful. Father, for his Sake, that we may | 
© hereafter live a godly, righteous, SON. SY 
en of TOS; Amen, 3 


dn Has = 
ane fr Pardon. We int 


x Lord, we beſeech 
* Prayers, . ſpare all e une coach 


their Sins unto thee ; that they whoſe Conſcienges 
by Sin are accuſed, by thy merciful Pardon may 


75 9 1 0 through Chriſt aur Lord. Auen. 5 


1 Mb. * Amed ln run. u fit 147 


God, who art the Author of Peace and 

p ver of Concord, in Knowledge of whom 
ſtandeth our eternal Lite, whoſe Service is per- 

Freedom, defend us 5 humble Servants in 
all, Afſaules of our Enemies, that we, ſurely truſt- 
ing in thy Defence, may not feat the Power of (pon: : 
 Adverſaries, 2 pal Mi —_— of Jefus C 
r Lord. Amen. 182 : 


"7 1 K hon for Gras. 
HD Fo rd, our Heavenly Father, G 
VB 5 v 
to the 


\ * 


4 A; 
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erlaſting God, who haſt, Aden e 
ginning of this Day, defend us in 15 ame 


1 vi hy. mighty Power, and grant that 8 D 


pee fall into no Sin, neither run into an 
Hanger; but that all our Doings may be . 
= --- thy Governance, to do always that which 15 
-  , cous in thy Sight, n Jeſus Chriſt « aur 
. a rs Ain nana 20% 1 5 


b ; 5 : 0 f 3 Priger for Supper under Tempta Jane... 


p 2 \ Lotd; we beſeech thee give us Grace ie withe 
ſtand the Temptations, of the World,, 


| n the Devil; Ns es” * 
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Mind Alb. cher, che only . 
to 
Tr Chriſt * Lord, ... co | 


n' wb O1W$ 
4 * 4 Rent Frame... 


Lmighty God, who alone 1 N 
Te ills and Aﬀettions, grant, wy be- 
thee, - 6 may love the Things mw 
thou commandeſt, and Geli that A chick d 
miſe; that ſo, among the ſundry and manifold 
hanges of - this World, out, Hearts. "Ee found, 


* y 


be fixed, Nr UA 


thro * Jeſus Chyilt our Lond. 
Aren or te Lew i Gl Belg,” 1 
e of all Power and. ,. who 2 
. e 
. rol 5 Love of ry am 


ther br Faith, hs 2 118 5 


xy and Everlaſting give 4900 
1 of F Fae _ oY Chas © 
1 e that which thou 


promiſed, - make l 1 hich thou 
= ner wn ur Lord. 


Power of ourſelyes, keep us both outwards. 


7 GAIT and ate Souls des 


a 


* e . chk ws oe 4 3 


% be defended om i Aces which 
a Wd the Body, and from all evil Thoughts 
which either diſturb or pollute the Mind, yy 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, * 3 
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"Hoo for bis Musch. and all the Reyal Pamih. 


Lows: our Cod. who. oldeſt and govemeſt 
Fs all Things in NE mathe — 
* humble Prayers for our Sovereign Lord, ſet 
„ Grace and Providence to be our 
King; and ſo, together with him, bleſs their 
Royal Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, 
oh; Duke, the Princeſſes, the Iſſue of the Prince 93 
and Princeſs of Wales, and all the Royal Family; 
let the Dew of thy Heavenly Benediction deſcend : 
pon N es they, ever truſting in thy 


- meſs, NN ti thy Power, and be 
25 3 4 . and may con- 


len 3 thee in mam wg 05 85 Joy and 
Honour, may {| 2 an happy 
upon the Earth, Ther Dinh, ea Grain a 


* \ everlaſting Crown of HIM os 
Heaven, t Merits of 2 Chet our ud 
Lord, who, with the Father and the Holy Spiri pit, 
Aveth and 2225 ever one nent; World wi 1 
Td. Amen. | | : 


Meme Prijer roger „ cheſs the Morning Service p 


God, e ee ee a 
our Faith. All our Expectations are fromm 
; Av, RR ee We love thee, 
dq thou inflate our Affections. We are ſorry for 
dau manifold Sins; do thou increaſe our Repen- 
- - ance, We adote thee as our firſt Principle; we 
{> opt. : We thank thee, as our 


Py. 


—— 


7 
5 . 
od 
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Ron 


our ſupreme 
ts guide us by thy Wil 


the Duration of Eternity. Grant that we 


Defender. 


thy Power. To thee we dedicate” our Thoughts, 
Words and Actions; that from henceforth we 


Friends, charitable to our Enemies, and indulgerit 
to our Inferiors. Enable us, O God, to over- 


ments, and labour to he ſav . Convince us of 


the Vanity of all earthly Enjoyments, the Tran . 


ports of thoſe above, the Shortneſs of Ti 


1 * i= 
\ / 


ever prepared for the Day of our Diſſolution, . 
ene, 


* 


n thi ye ban at 


| js when we yr, d r. 7701 Away au 
DESO Med 215 ER; 1:21; | 
our daily Bread. And give. 
s we forgive them chan apa againl | 
leacl un not into J. ; but deliver wp us | 
en yd. For-chine is e-Kingdow,. and the .* 
3 and ever. Amen., | 
| | 9 Ra A. | | ; | 
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ang wed a g lo et 
AVE Mercy upon us, O Lord, that we 
| 1. r- RT N and praiſe thy 5 
155 Name. J DU 3103. 908 
' Tl Let or Prayers be ſet forth ih. th Sight as I 
FF «,cenſe; and the Lifting up of our Hands be an Eye- 
ning Senden geerbte unto thee, = 
We will not fuffer our Eyes to ſleep, ere 
 Bye-lids to lumber, neither our Hands te tis 
aon to Reſt, till we have lifted up 5 
| „une che Hills from whence cometh our Help,” \ 
Dur Help cometh from ther, O Lord,” 
1 ſe wade eaven and Earth, © 0 + 2 
a Thou art about our Paths, and about our Be 
and eſpieſt out all our Wey | WE 
For. lo! there is not a oF in our T 
1 vor moo, O Lord, knowelt-it altogether. 
149 "Od remeonbas-#5 he nt e of oe” 
' Youth, but according twithy Mercies think pay, 
e -thy Goodneſs Sake. 
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SEE Lon, 2 Lg Br 
"Conſider and hear us, 0 Lord ur Gals e. 
ichen or fre. tha we der not in Death, 


de General Offen. 


Lmighty and moſt Merciful Father, we have 
| erred and ſtrayed from thy Ways like loſt 
ml We have followed too much the Devices 
fires of our own Hearts. We have offended 
init thy Holy Laws, We have left undone * 
= CR Toe dane, Hes , 
have done thoſe Things which we ought not to | 
ave done: And there is no Health in us. But 
thou, O Lord, have Mercy. upon us miſerable, } 
Offenders. Spare thou us, O Gods who copfels” 
our Faults. . . Reſtore thou us who are penitent, 
according 5 ankind eg 
ae cur Land and grant, O moſt Mer- 
9 Parker, for his Sake, that we may hereafter +, 
live,a god oy 
of. ch Ho e Amen. 


SAY. 


0 5 


1 „ 
! + * 3 l 5 1 | O 
, . 4 0 
* id * 74 nh” $.- * 
* * _— I. \ 
| | 4 lan ood bu. | 
1 - ., 
1 Ph N . - 2 : 


Jed, from: whom-all holy. Deires, all good * 
Counſels, and all juſt n 
give unto thy —— that Peace which tie 


ne give 3 that both our ken 3 


hos, we — defended Fo I 
Enemies, may paſs our Time in Reſt and Ger LN 
| neſs, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Auen. 3 


. | 4 Prayer for Projelion. 


"Lahten our Darkneks, we beteock e - - 
Lord, and by thy great Mercy defend us from Li 
3 Ache Peril and Dangers of this Night, for the 3 
| LoveofthyonlySon, ourSaviourJeſusC Amen, 
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1 3 955 4 Prayer for Acceptance. 


dee ese of ach. who nth we 
| | Truſt in thee, mercifully accept 8 2 
9 and becauſe, thro" de Weaknebs of cur mortal Na: | ' 
| = n without thy Aſs = 
5 us the Help of thy Grace, that in 
2 mmandments we may pleaſe thee 
1 Ei Wal and Deed, ch, Jeſs C. my 


1338 4 Proper for the lu of Gol WER. 


"thee, foch N -+.; 8 
353". derſtanding, pour into gur carts ſuch Love to- _—_ 
"T4 bein the Promiſcy, which exceed all we hy | 
. fie tho Jeſs nt "new. 


er Ga of thy 


| bountiful Goodneſs keep us we beſeech thee : 
y om all Things that may hurt us; that we, being 3 
* ä 9 Wang «4 ll 


r 9 wy Y. 
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85 nee for the King , Ma 


Y Lord, IG ny "Paths, High and | 
Miglity, of Kings, 7 Lord of Lords, the 


. 


„ 


GY, buy Ruler 6f Pi from thy Thrdhe 
eee a * 2 moſt heatli- 
de beſeech thee witk thy Fivdiur e Dsheltd bur 
mme gracious and Sewereign * Goki, | 
=  - - and & repleniſh him with x the Grace of thy Holy 
_ Spirit, that He ay always" indline- to thy Will, 
= and walk in thy Way: Endue him  plenrooully 
1 with heaven "Gifts, grant” Hith in . 
= Wealth long do Rye; ſtrength Rim, chat he fly | 
_ vanquiſh' and overtoine all His Euvinies van finat- 
u er this Life" may attain everlifting Joy unjf], 
3 Felicity, |. through Jeſus etui der Land, „ 
1 98111 + OMEN. x77: gt N 
1 8 Proj ROM Family e | 
_— 7 for it 
_ \Linighty"O647theForlitw of at Goodnefs, © ; 
_ we Re ek beſeech thee to bleſs their Royal 
WL S FReberick Prince 
Pp „Duke, the Print a 
| 8 ' Ie of the Pritice and Pritteeſs of Wales, Ar 
$ 8 * tie Royal F amy: Eaue the With thy Hoty | 
_ Spirit; envich them with thy heaven! . * 
8 per them with all 
dur Lond. „ 
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unworthy Sexvants do give thee moſt humbie 
T or all thy Goodneſs and Lg * 
AG to us and to all Men! We Bk ter 
— Creation, Preſervation, and all the Blefſjhy 
this Life, but above all, for thine Me 
pea in the Redemption of the World d Vor 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; for the Means of Grace, and for 


"the Hope of Glory. And we beſeech nut Ve . þ 


unfeignedly 2 1 — We 
3 thy Pre wor 7 4 
. i — es be 43 
before thee in Niobe | 4 
Righteouſneſs all our Days, through Jeſus Chriſtt 4 4 
our Lord; to whom, with thee and the Holx, 
8 be N Glory, World without „ 
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A Lmighty God, who; haſt \promiſed to hear 


the Petitions of them that aſk in thy S bo 


Name; we beſeech ti mercifully to incline _ % —_— 


Ears to us, who have tage now, Prayers ald! 
Supplications unto thee; „ bY, 


to thy WII, may, effeftually be obtained, to the 1 4 
forth of 


- thy Glory, through, >ſus Chriſt our Ld, Who 9 1 


ese "_ we pray, wen Eo: 2's; 3 


in Compaſſion to our Infirmities hath . 


our daily Bread. And f 
— as we forgive r/o - ot} 1 
1 Ar not into Temptation ; 8 deli- 


| vil : For thine is the. | 
1 for ever f 
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© Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, th 


> Lore, O heavenly Fucker, thy, Comfort 


I an O Holy and . Bleſſed Spirit, } 
-” i * . remain with us, this Night a 


a 


l 


** Ms 


n 
93 8 2 4 * TR" 
CY <> Fi 4 SE 
7 4. "4 

_ - * 5 
pl COINS 
4 
* 
** 
* 


— — REP ig = 
. 
Pm 7 \ 5 A 


2 * 


